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T'naea 1

KyxcopTan cyuecTBoBaj Bceraa, o6oil Toproeel nNokis-
HETCA B 3TOM KiIaTBOM cBoeii I'masauu. He HyXHO
3aKanbiBaThCsl B 3aIUIeCHEBEJIbIe 3alIMCH OECKOHEYHOH yepe-
Jbl BIAXHBIX ¥ CYXMX CE30HOB (MHOTHE CJIOM KOTOPBIX JaBHO
MpPEBPATIUIHCH B NMbUTL, WIH B NbUTb IIBUTH), YTOOBI YOEeAUTBCS
B 3TOM. Pacnosn3umiics ropoa crosul Ha COGCTBEHHOM Ipo-
LIUIOM, BO3BBILIASICh Hal MOPCKUMH BepdsIMH U peYHBLIMH
NpHYATIaMH; OH BBIPOC Ha COOGCTBEHHOM Hayaje, TaK KakK
moau GecnpecTaHHO CTPOWIM M HaACTpaMBaId Ha pa3Bajiv-
Hax JOMOB M CKJIaJloB APYTHX JIOAeH, NOCTOSHHO n0b6aBnsis
HOBbI€ IUIacThI K 3TOi rope NMpolUIoro, CO3AaHHOM npealec-
TBEHHUKaMM.

T'opon yxe ObL1 HeBOOOpa3sMMO CTap, KOIJa NeEpBbIe KO-
pabnu-urapl KOCMUYECKMX Oponsr, 3BE3AHBIX TOPTOBLEB,
KOTOpbl€ CLIMBAIOT B OAHY TKaHb pa3Hble IUIAHETHI, OMYCTH-
JIUCh Ha PaBHHHY 32 TOPOZIOM.

Kykcopran crap, Ho oH He MEpTB. Hacenenue ero npen-
crapnseT coboif HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE CMelIEHHe pac — HHOrIa
Pa3HBIX BUAOB, MyTaLIMi Y HOBBIX XN3HEHHbIX ¢OpM, pa3BU-
Baloluxcs U3 crapbix. Kykcopran Bo3HUK Ha MecTe BCTpedH
pexu Kyke, o KoTopoii Toproprie Kopab/u M TUIOTEI CO BCETO
KOHTHHEHTa CIIYCKAlOTCs K 3alaJHOMY MOpPIO, C 3TUM CaMbIM
MopeM. Jlaxe B caMble cUJIbHble MOpCKHMe OypH B TaBaHM
6e30macHO, K NpUpPOOHON 3alIMTe A00aBUIACh U300peTaTe Ib-
HOCTb NIOKOJICHMH NIoiei, KOTOpbIe 3HAJIU BCE 06 OMacHOCTIX
Mops U BeTpa, Oypb M HamaJeHHN NMHUPATOB.

Topoa cHoBa BhiMrpan, Korga 3BE3JHBIM JIOAAM TOHANO-
6WICcs OTKPBITHIA MOPT, Ile MOXHO ObUTO Obl NMOKYNAThb M
nponasaTh 6e3 cTpororo NpUcMOTpa 3aKOHa — Koraa yIuia-
YeH NOoJKHbII Hanor I'mabausaM ropoaa. U BoT yxe mecsTku
TIap Ce30HOB paKeTHOE IU1aMs O0XHUraeT IoJie 3a ropoioM, U
HUKTO Gonbllie He YAMBIAETCS BHAY 4YyXaKa Ha KpDHUBBIX
VJIo4YKax, KOTOpble MOTYT NpeBPaTHTbCS B TMOE/IbHBIN 1abu-
PHHT [AJ11 HEOCTOPOXHOTO.

H60 TaM, roe Topropubl ¥ MX 60raTcTBa, — TaM M XMILHH-
Ki. M y Hux Toxe umeeTcs cBos MMabans U CBOE MoOJOXEHHE
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B o6llecTBeHHOH Hepapxun Kykcoprana, rie BepsT, 4TO eClIH
YyeJIoBeK He OepeXET CBOE MMYLIECTBO, TO OH BIIOJIHE 3aciy-
XHBaeT ero norepH. [ToaToMy 3nech He YTHXal0T OeCKOHEYHbIE
TaiiHble MaJible BOITHBI MEXNY KOBapHBIMH BOPaMU U YaCTHBI-
MH TeJOXpaHUTeJNIMH, a MHpoTBopUbl ['Mabauu cBoeH
HEMEIJICHHOM M KPOBABOIf CIIPaBE1/IMBOCTbIO OXPAHSIOT TOJILKO
Te YIHULBI, T¢ ABOPHI U AOMa, T€ Mara3uHbl, KOTOphIE TUIATAT
MHUPHBIH HaJIOT.

KpoMe BopoB, BeIcexXuBalommnx 6orarctsa Kykcoprana, B
ropose NPOMBILUISIOT U MHOTOYMCJIEHHbIE MeEJIKUE TOPIOB-
Lbl, BpO€ Bep-KphbIC, MPAYYLIHUXCS B 3apOCJIAX, II€ HE OXOTATCA
KpbUlaTbie KOITHUCTble 30pcajbl € HX NPOH3AIOLIUM TbMY
BamisiaoM. OHHM ToXe NMOKyNaloT M TpOAaloT, U, HaBepHoe,
KOE-KTO U3 HMX MeuTaeT 00 yJayHbIX IOKYIIKax M NoTpsicalio-
LIIUX HaXOAKaX, KOTOpble AadyT MM BO3MOXHOCTBH NOJYYHTh
6oTbLIYI0O IPHUOLUID.

Cumca u3 paitona Hop 6bu1a nocraroyHo GnaropasyMHa,
4yTOOBl He 3a0MBaTh cebe roJIoBy NMOJOOHBIMH MBICISIMH; BO
BCSKOM cCllyyae, MEYThl HE 3aKpLIBaJIM OT He€ peabHOCTh
XKH3HM 30ech M Tenepb. [leBylliKa BINOJIHE OCO3HaBajla CBOE
nojoxeHue B OOLIE cxeMe XH3HHM, B KOTOPOH OHa He
KpYTiHee raMjMHa, M TO/NbKO Hajessacb, YTO OHa TaK Xe
NPOBOPHA, KaK 3TH NMYUIHCThlE 3BEPbKHU, KOTOPbIX JIrobuTenn-
TbMbI MCTIOJIL3YIOT B CBOMX Haberax. CiMca He MMeJia poavyeii:
HacKOJIbKO €l ObUIO U3BECTHO, OHA — OJHA M3 TeX CTPAHHLIX

‘rloMecedl KpOBH M TOpPOAbl, KOTOphle YBEJIMYMBAOT obliee

pasHoobpa3ue Kykcoprana. M oHa 3Hana Takke, 9To caMa €€’
HEOOBIYHOCTDL JelaeT €€ ySI3BUMOI1, U MOTOMY IpsiTajla CBOIO
CTPaHHOCTb, KaK MorIna.

Cumca BpimonHsna mnopydenus @eppap, noka TyMaHBbI
MPUOPEXHBIX HOP HE NPOHMKIM INyOOKO B HCKaJleYeHHbIE
KOCTH CTapyX4 M He BBINYCTHIIM Ha cBobony e€ aywy. JleByl-
Ka OTTaliuna JErKoe CKOpYeHHOoe TeJIo B HDKHME HOPHI M TaM
3aBANIWIa KaMHSMH. Y PepBap Toxe He OBLUIO POACTBEHHM-
KOB, M BooO1e xutein Hop cTopoHWIHCHL CTapyXH, OTOMY
YTO OHA BNajejla CTPAHHBIMM 3HAHHUSIMM — HEKOTOpPBIE OKa-
3bIBAJIMCh BBLITOAHBIMH, OPYTHE TaWJIH B ceGe ONacHOCTD.
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deppap oTpunana, yro Cumca e€ poacrBeHHua. Ho oHa
HHKOTIAa He 6Mia JeBOYKY NMOCOXOM, XOTS HEMAJo XJecTala
CBOMM SIIOBUTBIM OCTPHIM S3BIKOM; K TOMY Xe OHa nepejaia
CuMce MHOTO TaKoro, 4To yOuBWIO Obl Aaxe jopaa ['wibaum,
eciv 6b1 OH okasaincsgd B Hopax mog cBoMM coOOGCTBEHHBIM
60raThiM ABOPLIOM.

O6utatenu Hop oTHOCATCA K caMOMy HM3KOMY COCJIOBHIO
Kyxcoprana. OHH XUBYT B pa3sBajJIMHaX CTaphbIX 3JaHUH, a
MHOIZJa UM yma€Tcd AOKOMaThcsl A0 MOoJBajla WIH MPayHOIo
TYHHEJII — TIpeXHe# YIHLb, NMOKPLITOH PYWHAMH 3[aHMH,
OCTABIIIMXCS MOCJie KAKOro-HUOyab Habera 1o paccBeTa Bpe-
MEH. B Hopax MoXHo HaliTH MHOroe, HaifTH Belll, KOTOphle
MOXHO TIPOJIaTh, OCOOEHHO 3BE3NHBIM JIIOISIM, KOTOpPBIE NPO-
SBJIAIOT N3BPALIEHHBIH HHTEpeC K pa3OHTHIM OCKOJIKAM, HHYETO
He 3HavyallluM Ui ocTalbHbIX rpaxnad Kykcoprana. Iloato-
My TaKkue HaxXOXKM XpaHsTcs B TaliHe, M daxe B Hopax
HMEIOTCS CBOM TILATEJILHO obeperaeMhble COKPOBHMLIHHIIBI.

Y Cumcht 6bU1H onpenesi€HHble cnocobHocTH. JIoBKOCTH
Tesla yXe HEeOOHOKpaTHO ciyxwia eif. CHOBa M CHOBa y4H-
Jlach OHa NTOBOPAYMBATh M U3THOATh CBOE XYAOE TEJIO, YYMIACh
IBUraThcsl 0co6bIM 06pa3oM, KaK TEpIeIMBO NOKa3bIBaia €i
®epBap, XOTd y caMoOil CTApYXH TEJIO JaBHO UCKPHBIWIOCH M
KaXAblil 1ar njaBayicsl BecbMa 6onesHeHHo. Kak u Bce xuTe-
4 Hop, Cumca 6biia AOBOJBHO MaJIeHBKOM, HO 3a ABa
ce3oHa mocyie cMepTH PepBap JeByLIKA HEOXHAAHHO BHITS-
HyJlach, KaK XOpOWIO TOJIMTHIH POCTOK TPaMOBOM JIO3bI.
[TosToMy eil mMpUULTOCH CMEHHTh NPUBLIYHYIO OAEXKAY, TaK
Kak B cBoé Bpems Deppap He ycTaBajJa NpeaynpexXnaTh
AeBYLIKY 00 omnpefeN€HHBIX ONACHOCTSX, KOTOpbIE MOTYT
noxxuaate €€ B OyayuieM. CuMca no-npexHeMy HaleBaja
TYCKJIbI cBOOGOAHBIN XajlaT NoBepX OpIOK, a HOTH OCTaBJILIa
CBOGOJHBIMM, 4TOOBI Jierde 6bulo yberaTh M yBEPTHIBATLCS,
HO B TO Xe BpeMs OHa IUIOTHO OOEPTHIBAJIA TEJIO BbIlE TAIMH
NMPOYHOI1 TKaHbBIO, YTOOBl CKPHITh IPYIb U COXPaHHUTh MaJlb-
YHuweckywo ¢urypy. I[Ipasma, 3Ta npeaocTOPOXHOCTb
NpefHa3HaYyanach TOJBKO IJif HE3HAKOMIEB — AJIA TeX Xe,
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KTO €€ 3HaeT, HenpuKacaeMoH AeJajio AEBYLIKY €€ NpHpo-
JIHOE OpYyXMe.

Y Cumcel 4€pHasg Koxa, ITybOKOro TEMHO-CHHEIO OTTEH-
Ka; B HOYHOH TbMe OHa MOXET NPOITH no moboit ynuue, roe
He o4yeHb MHOro ¢poHapeii, Kak Ayx-HeBuauMka. C apyroi
CTOPOHBLI, BOJIOCHI, KOTOpBIE OHA BCeraa MpsyeT noj ApYTUM
KYCKOM TKAHHM, — CBETJIO-CepeOpHUCThbie, U TAKOTO Xe liBeTa
OpoBHU U pecHulbl. X OHa MaXeT caxel U3 KocTpa, pagysch,
YTO MX BCE-TAaKH MOXHO 3aMacKMpOBaTb.

CBOH COOCTBEHHBIH MCTOYHUK CYUIECTBOBAHMS AeBYlIKa
HalUla cpeay Ipya OTOpOCOB y peKH; B Takux rpynax @®eppap
yacTo Jejlajla HeoOblyHble HaxoAKU. DTo ObUT 30pcan co
CTIOMaHHBIM KpbUIOM. 30pcajl NoHayaly MNbiTajicsl YKYCHUTD €€,
a ero 4eJIOCTH C OCTPbIMM 3yOaMH JOCTAaTOYHO CHJIbHBI,
YTOOBI OTKYCHTD NaJjiell B3pocjoro Myx4nHsl. [loatomy Cum-
ca He cpa3y NpOTsAHY/la K HEMYy PYKYy, a cnepBa Ipucesa y
PaHEHOIO XHMBOTHOrO, TMPOMU3HOCS HErpOMKHE TOpTaHHblE
3BYKHM — OHM HCXOIWIH U3 CaMOM ITTyOMHbI €€ ropia, AeByul-
Ka HUKOIZa paHbllle HE NMPOU3HOCHIA MX, HO B TOT MOMEHT
OHM BO3HMKIIM CaMH C060ii COBEPLIEHHO €CTECTBEHHO.

Torna 3opcan mepectan cCBMUCTETh M LUENKaATh 3ybaMu H
TOJILKO CMOTpEJl Ha HEE CBOMMHM OTPOMHBLIMM, KPYTJILIMHM,
CNOCOOHBIMM BUAETb BO ThMe IMa3aMu. CuMca yBHIeNa, YTO
3TO caMKa, M 4YTO MYyLIUCTOE TeJO HOCHUT MaJlbilliei, BOT-BOT
TFOTOBBIX POAUTLCA. MoXeT ObITh, 30pcaj BbIPBAJICS M3 KJET-
KM B KAKOM-HHOYAb cKiazne, YToObl HATH MECTO V151 CBOETo
6yayiero noTroMcTaa.

3a CBOIO KOpPOTKYI0 XH3Hb CHMMca HM pa3y He HMela
OCHOBaHHIi AOBEPATH KAKOMY-JIHOO APYTOMYy XHBOMY cyllec-
TBY WIM JTIOOUTD ero (e€ oTHouleHUs ¢ PepBap MOXHO 6bL10
OINpeneINTh CKOpee KaK CMECh YBAXXEHHs, CTpaxa U OCTOPOX-~
HOIO OMNaceHMs), HO Temepb OHa OUIyTWUNAa B cebe 4YTO-TO
HOBOE, AeBYylLIKAa AYLIOH MOTSHYJach K 3TOMY XHUBOTHOMY,
KOTopoe, MOXeT ObITb, KaK M OHa, YTpaTUJIO BCEX poaMyeH.
IIponoikas U3naBaTh HErPOMKHE 3BYKH, OHa HaKOHel Mpo-
TSIHyJIa PYKYy M CMOIJIa KOHLIOM TMNajiblila KOCHYTbCSI MSTKOMH
HIEPCTH, NMOKPLIBAIOLIEH CNIHMHY 30pcaa, NOYyBCTBOBaTb Obic-
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Tpoe 6ueHMe cepaua. M nuimb crycTd e1ué Aoaroe BpeMs oHa
B3sU1a paHEeHOe CYLLECTBO, U OHO NPHXaJIOCh K Heil, BbI3bIBast
y CMMCBI HHY pa3y He MCIBITAHHOE paHee YYBCTBO.

3opcasioB BLICOKO LEHST 3a TO, YTO OHM OCBOGOXIAIOT
J0OMa M CKJIagbl OT KPYITHEBIX BpeauTeneii. CuMca BuIena, Kak
MX AOPOro TMpOoJAaloT Ha PLIHKE, U MOHsUIA, YTO Morja Obl
OTBICKaThb BJIaJie/iblia 3TOro coexaslluero 3opcana M norpedo-
patb Harpany. Ho BMecTo 3TOro aesyllka HampaBWwiach B
Hopwl, rne @epBap TONBKO NOCMOTpENIa Ha HHUX, HO HHYEro
He ckazana. CuMca, NpUroTOBHBLIASCS 3allMIIATL CBOU A€~
CTBHUSI, TOYYBCTBOBajJa CTPaHHOe omycTouleHue. OHa, Kak
MoOIJIa, NiepeBs3ajia paHeHOe KpPbUIOo, Oracasch, YTo AeHCTBYET
HEyMeNIo M 30pcajl OCTaHeTcsl Kalekoil. PepBap, npunox-
HABILIMCL HAa CBOEM Marpalle, HaOmogana 3a AeHWCTBUSAMH
JIEBYIIKH, a NMOTOM C TPYyOOM H3BJeKIa M3 CBOUX PEBHHMBO
OXpaHfAEMBIX 3aMacoB KaKylo-TO Masb; B NOA3€MHOM IOMe-
LLEHHUH-TIeLllepe, Kya HUKOIa He MPOHUKA CBET AHS, 3alaxio
CBEXECTBIO M YMCTOTOIA.

Bckope poaunuch ABa Mosofbix camua. CuMca oka3sanach
npaBa, KOraa ornacajach 3a MOJHOE BbI3ZOPOBJIEHHE MaTepH.
C npyroii CTOpOHbBI, B3pocjasi caMKa 30pcajla oKa3ajach Io-
CBOeMy YIMBHTEJIbHO YMHOM, M KOTZla MaTh NepecTajia KOpMHUTD
leTedf, OHa CTajla TOCTOSSHHBIM CITyTHMKOM CHMchl B €€
HOYHBIX CTPAHCTBUSAX. 3peHME y HEE OCTpee YEJIOBEYECKOTO,
ocTpee, YeM JdaXe Yy MNpHUBbIKIIEH K TeMHoTre CHMCHI, a
obulanacy OHa C INOMOLIBIO T'OPTAHHBIX 3BYKOB, KOTODbIE
CuMca cMorna mnoBTOpHMTb, M BCKOpE [EBYlLKAa OBJIajesa
CKPOMHBLIM CJIOBapéM 3BYKOB, 000O3HayalOLIMX OIACHOCTb,
ToJIoA, MPUCYTCTBUE APYTHX OXOTHHKOB U TOMY noaobGHoe.

B cBoio ouepenn, 3opcan obydan cBoux geteii. IToTom,
TUIAaTeIbHO U3YYMUB phIHOK, CHMca oTAaIa 3Ty Napy Ha BpeMs
— He npoaana — [larapy, Biaenblly CKIadoB, KOTOPBIi
BpeMs OT BpeMEHH 3aKmoyan ciaeaku ¢ xurensiMu Hop n
KOTOpOro OHHM YBaXaJld 3a TO, YTO OH HUKOIZa He OTHHUMAl y
HMX 6onbllUe MONOBHUHBI NMPUOLUIH. BpeMs ot Bpemenn Cumca
Hapellana CBOMX BOCITMTAaHHMKOB, HE TOJIBKO NMPOBEPSs, KaK
O HHX 3ab0TATCS, HO M NpoaoLKas NpHydaThb MX K cebe. A
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Korja [eBYLIKa OTIpaBisUlack Ha HOYHbIE Aejia, MX MaTh
(CuMmca Ha3zBaja e€ 3acc — H3-3a CBOEOOpa3sHOIo 3BYKa,
KOTOPBIM 30pcasl NMpHUBJIEKAJl BHHMaHHE) Boccelaia Y He€ Ha
mwiede. CrMca Aaxe caelajla CeHAIbHYIO NOAY1CYKY, YTO-
OBbI 3aLIMLIMTHCA OT OCTPBIX KOITEH OXOTHHKA.

W neno 6bUlo He TOJMLKO B TOM, 4To laTap perynsipHo
TUIaTWI eH 3a 3opcayloB (OOHAXIbI, Oyay4yHM IOCJie HECKOJIb-
KHX YAa4YHBIX CACJIOK B XOpOllleM HaCTPOEHHH, OH NpHU3HAJICH,
YTO OHHM OTJIMYHO NpOSIBWIM cebs1). PerynspHble nocelueHus
€TI0 CKJIaJI0OB NPeAOCTaBWIH AEBY1IIKE BO3MOXHOCTb IIO3HAKO-
MMTbCS ¢ Opyroi yacTteio Kykcoprana, Kyaa oObIMHO OHa HH
3a YTo He mnomnana Obl; Te, YTO HAEXYpPWIH B 3TOM paioHe,
CKOpPO NPHUBBIKJIY K €€ NPUX0JaM M YXOllaM, H Yepe3 Ce30H €€
yXe HMKTO HU O Y€M He CrpaliuBall.

Cpenn xwureneii Hop Haluloch HECKOJILKO TaKHX, KTO
vBuaen B cMepTH PepBap He TOJIBKO BO3MOXHOCTDb Nepece-
NUThCSl B OoJiee ynoOHOe MOMeELEHHE, HO M HCMOJIb30BaTh
CuMcy... B MOCTEJIM WIH paau Buirogbl. TOproBibI C BEpXHEro
TEYEHHUS] peKH M Aaxe jopabl 'Wibauil Mo0GAT HEOOLIMHBIX
XeHUHUH. EHf caenanu npennoxeHue, KOTopoe OHa C HEroAo-
BaHlieM oTBepria. M BoT omHaxanl bacarep-Kpiok pewumn
OoJibllle He oOpallaTb BHUMaHUA Ha KAaNpHM3bl XEHLIMHBI M
3aBlafeTh €10, KaKk OH nocrtynan M paHblie. Cobpanack
HeboJsibllasi ToJMNa, 4YTo6bl MoHabaoAaTh 3a 3penuuieM. Cum-
ca, CTosl Nepell BXOAOM B CBOIO HOpY, ClibIllania, KakK Je/alTcs
HeOoJibLIME CTaBKH.

Ona Kazanach COBCEM MaJIeHbKOW H XPYTIKOH, peOGEHOK B
MX IJla3aX, M NOTOMY Majlo KTO CTaBWI Ha He€. Bacarep
Hanwicsli M3 KyBLIMHAa, KOTOpPbIH NpPOTSHY1 €My OOHH M3
npuxiedatenei, NpoBEN nopoclieil WepcThio pyKoH No Toja-
CTbIM ry6aM M yCTpeMMJICS BrIEpEN, KaK JiereHaapHble Bricoxue
C BHYTPEHHHX rop.

OflHaKo, He yCresl OH NPHONIU3UTLCA, KaK JeBYlIIKa Hayala
IeHCTBOBAaTb caMa, C TAKOM JIEFKOCTbIO M CWIO#H, CJIOBHO TEJIO
€€ B3IMETHYJIO BHXDEM.

Horu e€ B3BWwIMCb B BO34yX, W KOTTSIMH TOJIbIX NaIbLEB
OHa ynapuia B OOBUCLUHII XMUBOT MYXYHHbI, pa3opBaB KOXY
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ero KypTkH. B To Xe BpeMs, HM30OTHYBIIMCh, pyKaMH OHa
OTTOJIKHY/IaCh OT 3€MJIM M, PBaHYB HalocjeJOoK NajlbLaMH
HOT oflexXy, clieiajla CajIbTO, NepeKaTWIach M JIeTKo BCTajla
Ha HOTH, JIMLIb cJleTKa 3albIXaBUINCh.

Bacnrep B3peBesn. CKOMB3HYB PYKOii IO JIOXMOTBSIM KYpT-
Kd, MyX4YMHa yBHAEJ, 4TO JaJOHb €ro INOoKpacHejla U cTajla
Bl1aXHOi. OH KOpOTKO B3MaxHYyJ KPIOKOM, KOTOpbIi M nai
eMy NpO3BHIIE, TOTOBLIH Teneps MOrpy3UTh €ro B Teo CHM-
Cbl, IPUTSHYTh €€ K cebe M OOHUM ylapoM KyJjiaka Mo ropiay
JIMUIUTD XHU3HH.

Ho nmeBylIKM yXe He OKa3ajloch Ha mpexHeM Mecre. Kak
3opcajl, NMpMMaHHBaOWMH MNpy-cobaky, CHMca TaHleBana
BOKPYT HEYKIIOXero MyX4uHbl. He TonbKo Ha manbuax eé€
HOT OKa3aJIMCh KOITH, KOTOPHIX IO CHX NOp He BHIEN HH
onuH xutenb Hop; Takoe Xe rposHoe opyxue oOHaXwuioch ¥
Ha nanbuax pykK. OHa mpbiraja, ppaja M Mcuye3ala, Npexne
yeM THeBHO peBylIMii bacnrep ycrieBan moBepHyThcsl K Hel
JIULIOM.

HakoHell, OKpOBaBJIEHHOTO, NMOTEPSBLIETO ONMH I71a3, €ro
YTaUIWIX NPOYb NMPUCTICLIHUKH; OT SIPOCTH OH COBCEM 006e3y-
Men. CHMca Jaxe He NTOCMOTpeJia eMy BCllell, OHa BepHYJach
B CBOW OOM, KOTOpPHIi TOJBKO YTO 3alUMTWIA, H cela, C
TPyAOM MNoJaBisisi BHayajle ApOCThb, a IOTOM ITyOOKHMIA CTpax,
MOPOAMBIIMNYI 3Ty SPOCTb. 3acC pa3zMaxuUBasia 3T0OPOBLIM KpPbl-
JoM U népraja uckKajedyeHHHIM. Ho Bckope neByuika
COpaBuiiach ¢ CO60M, TIMATENLHO BBITEP/IA TPATKOW KOTTH U
6pocuia BeTOLIb, CMOPLUMB HOC, B KOP3HHY, KOTOPYIO HYXHO
OBbUTO BHLIHECTH Ha CBAJKY.

[lo6ena Han BacntepoM He caenana e€ caMOYBEpPEHHOIA.
OHa xopol1o NoHUMasa, YTO ¢ Hel0 MOTYT CMPaBHTLCS MHO-
TMMHM criocobaMH, M B 3TOM CMbICJlE He HeOOOLIeHWBana
CBOMX coceneil. UMeHHO Torma CHMca no-HacTosileMy Io-
HSUla LEeHHOCTh 3acc ‘M Tenepb, OTHPABISISACH Ha HOYHBIE
BblIa3ky, obs3aTtesbHO Opana e€ ¢ coboil. OHa ycTpouna
crieuuanbHbll HacecT Haj ABephlo, YToObl 30pcan Mor Kapa-
YJIUThb, KOTAa OHa ObIBaJla B CBOEi Hope.

A To, YTO 30pcan crnocobeH M caM ybepeuncs, OeBYyLIKa
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obOHapyxWia B TOT JeHb, Koraa 3acc NMpHcKakaja K HeH C
KYCKOM Msica, KpPacHOTO, CBEXEro, BbI3bIBAIOLIETO AIIETHT.
CuMca B3sU1a KYCOK, BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpeJia ero ¥ obHapy-
XWia MaJleHbKOe CHHee MSITHO, KOTOpOoe — OHa B 3TOM He
COMHeBaslacb — o3Hayajo sia. M ¢ storo MoMeHTa Hayana
Kyla cepb€3He 1yMaTb 0 OyayleM, O TOM, KaK BbIOpaTbCs U3
Hop, rae oHa oTHbIHE OOJXHA BCeraa XHWTb HACTOpOXe — M
He TOJIbKO U3-3a cebs, HO U M3-3a XHMBOTHOIO, KOTOpOe OHa
Tenepb TaK BHICOKO LIEHMJA.

XKusup B Kykcoprane cTporo pasaeseHa Ha KAaCcThl, KaK H
caM ropoa. O6urtatenb Hop MoXeT moka3aTbcsi Ha Kpaio
OJHOIO U3 PbIHKOB CO CBOMM OTbICKAHHBIM JOOpOM, HO He
MOXET M MeyTaTb O CaMOM MaJleHbKOM M NPUMMTHBHOM
napbke. U noTroMy npogasath npuxoaunioch iM6o Ha BopoBc-
KOM pbIHKE, Iie 1aBUIH Maslo, MO0 Blaebly KaKoro-HHoynb
MarasMHYHKa.

C nosiBIeHUEM 3BE3NHBIX JIIOAEH Ha OKpaWHe ropoja cpasy
BO3HMKaJl BTOPOIl PIHOK — Ha Kpalo ODOMCOKEHHOTO paKeT-
HBbIM OTHEM TMNOAs, rae caasitcsi kopaoau. Ho paccyuThiBaTh
Ha NOCTOSIHHYIO TOPTOBJIIO TaM CJIMLIKOM PUCKOBaHHO, MOTO-
My YTO HMKTO 3apaHec He 3HaeT, KOraa NpWIETHT Kopabib. A
KOT[a OH MpUJIETA, NOJHUMAJACh TaKas CyMaToxa, YTo JIHLIb
CaMbIM YIaWIHMBBIM y1aBasloch NMPOOUTLCS K 3BE3MHBIM JIIOASAM
M MoKa3aTb CBOM ToBapbl. KOHEYHO, HUKTO M3 MEJKHX TOp-
rOBLEB U HE PAaCCYMTHLIBA Ha TOBAapbl CAMOTO Kopabnsg: UMM
3aHUMauch F'MIbAUM, HO KOCMOHABTOB HHOTIA MOXHO ObLIO
YTOBOPHUTb KYTIHUTb YTO-HHUOYAdb.

CuMca yacTto Habniogana 3a TaKMMM cIeJIKaMH M 3Hana,
YTO 3BE3AHBIX JilOAeH OoJiblle BCEro HHTEpeCyeT HEOObIYHOE.
ApEeBHHUE HaXOAKH, NMpeAMeTbl, OCOGEHHO XapaKTepHbie AJisl
3TOi IJIaHeTbl, HO NOCTaTOYHO MajleHbKME, YTOObl pa3mec-
THTb MX B TECHBIX KOpabisiX, KOTOpble He pacCYMTaHbl Ha
ya06cTBO 3KHMaXa, a TOJIbKO Ha TO, YTOObl JOCTaBUTh IPy3 U
MOJYYUTb NPHUOBbLID.

U rpy3sl 3T Kopabnu Toxe npHBO3AT pa3Hble. Hekoro-
pble U3 HUX NPOCTO JieXaT Ha cKiale, JOXHAASACh, MOKAa MX
3abepyT ApyrHe Kopabau. Yallle Bcero MMEHHO TakK M ObIBaeT
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CuMca cJbliliaja, YTO 3TO B OCHOBHOM BOPOBCKasl NoObIYa C
pasHbIX IUIAHET; €€ NepeBO3AT NpoaasaTh TyAa, rae HCTOYHUK
ToBapa TNMOYTH HEBO3MOXHO MPOCJIECIAMTD.

U BoT, Koraa 3acc mpHHeca oTpaBieHHoe Msco, Cumca
MOHSUIA, YTO CKOpEee BCETO HE MPOXMBET W HECKONLKUX THE
[0 KOHLIa Ce30Ha, €C/IM He cyMeeT NepeXuTputh baciarepa n
Apyrux (TeX, KTo CYMTaeT Tenepb ee npucyrctBue B Hopax
JIUYHBIM ocKopbneHueM). U neBylika mpuHsnach BHHMa-
TeJbHO COPTHPOBaTh NMpuMpsATaHHble PepBap COKpOBMIIA.

VY crapyxu ObUIO HEMaJlo MOTAHHBIX MECT, OOJILLIMHCTBO
M3 HUX OHa cKpbiBaia ¥ ot Cumchl. Ho 3a Mecsiupl nocrnie eé
CMEPTH C MOMOLLbIO OCTPOTo 3peHHUs 30pcaa JeByliKa No4YTH
Bce UX oOHapyxuia.

E€ Hopa mpenacrapisuia coboil 4yacTh AoMa, JaBHO 3abpo-
caHHOro oTxogaMM cBepxy. CHMca dYacTo pa3risiabliBaja
COXpaHMBIIMECS B ONHOM YTJIy POCIIMCH M AyMmasa, KaKOBO
6sut0 XkUTh B KykcopTane, korga oH ObL1 ropasao HHXe, a
3TOT JOM, BO3MOXHO, NpHHaajexan gopay. Ero creHb! 6putn
CJIOXEHBl M3 TMPOYHBIX KaMHE#, TLIATeJIbHO MOAOTHAHHBIX
IpYT K APYTY, ¥ TYT HUMEJHCh CBOM TaWHBI.

M BoT Tenmepb OHa HaXHMajla B OJHOM MecTe, NOTOM B
APYTOM M OTOIBHMTaJla TO, YTO Ka3aIOCh CIUIOUIHBIM KaMHeEM,
a Ha caMOM JeJle OKa3bIBaJloCh IOJIKOM, OJOCTaBaja OTTyaa
collepXHMoOe, pacKiaibiBajla Ha TOJYy M KPHUTMYCCKH pac-
cMaTpMBaJa, YTOObl ONpene/NTh XOTs1 Obl MPUOIU3UTENLHYIO
PHIHOYHYIO CTOMMOCTb.

HexkoTopsle npeaMeTsl, 0 LEHHOCTH KoTopbix CHMca 3Ha-
Jla MAW goragbiBajach, NPHUXOLHJIOCbH C COXaJ€HUEM
OTKJIa[bIBaTh B CTOPOHY: OHHM ObUTM Ha niobuteneii. MepBap
cobupana cTapMHHBIE PYKOMHCH, 06710MKM KaMHeil ¢ pe3b-
60/, ¥ MoOMHMO TnpoyYero MMeNa HECKOJIBKO APEBHHMX
TIPOTHUBILBIX KOXAHBIX CBUTKOB, KOTOpbIe Oeperna, Kak MOT-
Na. Koraa @epsap 6biBasla B XOpOlUEM HACTPOEHHMH, OHa
yinna CuMcy, U Ta Tenepb MorIja MNpoYecTb HEKOTOpble
cnosa. Ho cMbicia MX He noHuMmana. Bcé 310 oHa Tenepb
cobpana M TwaTeNBbHO yNaKoBajia B MElIOK. 31ech NOAOOHbIE
PapUTETbl MaJlo KOro 3aMHTEpECYIOT, 3aTo I/ 3BE3NHOTO
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YyeJJoBEKA OHM MOTYT MpEICcTaBIsTh MHTepec. BripoueM, ne-
BylIKa TNOHHMMaJZa, YTO MOKymaTenss HaWTu OydeT TpyaHoO.
OaHako HAaCTYTIWIA Mopa NMpoBeJaTh CBOMX BOCITUTAHHHMKOB.
Ecau latap B noaxonsiuieM HacTPOEHHUH, BO3MOXHO, yAacTCs
NpoaaTh €My YTO-HUOYyAb MO LEHE, KOTopas XOTSl U 3aCTaBUT
€€ BHYTpEHHe KHUIIETb OT rHeBa, HO OyaeT Bc€ Xe Oonblue,
4eM OHa CMOXET MOJIyYUTh B APYTOM MECTe.

OrnoxuB Melok, CHUMca cocpeoTOYWIAaCh Ha OCTAIbHBIX
Haxoakax, KOTopble OHa Hajesulach NpoaaTh cama.

OHa pasznoxuna nepen coboil caMble LEHHblE U3 COKpPO-
syt QPepBap; cTapyxa HMKOTOda He paccKaspiBaja, riae
pa3nobbl1a CBOM IparolleHHocTH, Ho Cumca MOMHMIA UX C
caMoro AeTCcTBa, TaK YTO CTapas XEeHIIWHa JaBHO BJjaaesa
uMH. JleBylIKa yacTo yauBJsiiach, Io4eMy cTapyxa He npojaa-
€T uX, XxoTs Obl 3aKy, 0 KOTOpOM BCEM H3BECTHO, YTO OH
BBLITNOJIHSIET NMOPYYEHUsI BOPOBCKOI ['MAbIAMH M KOTOpbBIii Yec-
TCH, HAacKOJIbKO 3TO BO3MOXHO (OCODEHHO, €CJIM 3aCTaBHTb
€ro NoKIsiICTbCA KpOoBb1O; B npouwioM ®eppap 3Toro He pas
nobuBasnach).

DTO ObUIM ABA yKpallleHHUs: pa3opBaHHas LUelb U3 TOJICTbIX
cepeOpsiHBIX KoJell ¢ OonTaBlieiicsi HA KOHLIE AJIMHHOM y3KOMH
TUIACTMHKOMH, YCaXXEHHOW CBETJILIMU -KAMHSIMM, H TOJICTBIH
6pacieT, TaKxe cepeOpsiHblH, NpeaHa3HaYeHHbII, HECOMHEH -
HO, o1 MyXuuHbl. [lo HeMy 3Meunach pBaHas leib,
YHUUTOXMBLIAA YaCTb CJI0OXHOIO PUCYHKA, NpeACTaBAsBLIETO
co60# rojioBbl YYAOBHLI, KOTOPbIC PACKPbIBAJIM NACTH, OOHa-
Kasi KIbIKM H3 KaKOro-To KPHMCTaJUTHYECKOro OnecTsiicro
MaTepuana. g ‘

Cumca ObL1a yBepeHa, YTo 06e 3TH Belld OYeHb JAPEBHUC.
Ecaun oHa npomacT MX He B T€ pyKH, OHM HaBepHsAKa MOWAyT
Ha mneperiaBKy W Oynyr HaBceraa mnorepssHbl. M yTto-To
BHYTPH He€ CONPOTHUBJISUIOCH TaKoMy Hcxony. OHa obepHyna
LieNb BOKPYT KOJIEHA, B3sla OpacieT B pyKH M 3aQyMallach

Y Cumcel Obu1a elié onHa Bellb — €€ cobCTBEHHasd
Haxodka, M OT He€ JeBylIKa He xoTesa u3bapnarecsa K Tomy
xe CuMca monydywia 3TO C/IOBHO MOCJEAHHMH NOJApOK OT
camoii DepBap XOTA OHAa He HACTOJILKO IIyTa, YTOOLI B 3TO
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nosepuTh. Korma aesymika cobupana KaMHH, 4YTOOBI NpH-
KpBITh TOlLEE CMOPUIEHHOE TEJIO CTapyXH, OHa 3aMeTHIa B
3emiie OiecK M nopobpasia KAKOH-TO KyCOK MeTajuia, TOpoIl-
JIMBO CYHYB €ro 3a Mosic, 4TOoObl pacCMOTpEThb MO3Xe.

Tenepp OHa M3BJIEK/IA €70, OTJIOXMB 6pacieT B CTOPOHY.
Haxonxa oka3zajiach KOJbLIOM, HO HEe OOBIKHOBEHHBIM, yca-
XEHHBIM KaMHSMH, KakKMe HOCAT B BepxHeM ropoge. OHo
6bUTO HE OYEHb M3SUIHOE, TaKoe TpYaAHO HocuTbk. Ho BcE xe,
HaleB ero Ha Oonblof majeu (KOJbLO TOJBKO Ha HEro
MoAONULIO MO pa3Mepy), AEBYIIKA COOCTBEHHUYECKUM B3IJISI-
AOM TIOCMOTpeNa Ha Hero. Ha Konblie M3 CBeT/IOro MeTania,
KOTOpPBbIi HE CMOIJIO 3aTEMHHUTb BpeMs, Hal e€ TEMHOI
KOXeH BO3BBIIIAIOCH 30aHME, BHITIOJJHEHHOE B MeabyaiuInx
noapo6HOCTAX, BUAHBI ObUTH JaXe CTYyTIEHU JIECTHULIbI, Beay-
el K ogHo#i u3 aByx OGawmeH. MeHbluag u3 OallieH
npeacTaBisUia coboif ompaBy 6eslo-ceporo Henpo3payHoro
KaMHsl, KOTOPbI cayxmwn Kpbiule OGawHM. CaMo 3aaHuMe
OTAANIEHHO HallOMHHAJIO OAHO-ABa HanboJjiee BHYLIUTEIbHbIX
COOpyXeHHMs ¢ BepxXxHHUX xoiaMoB. Ho Bc€ xe, mogymana
CuMca, KOJBLIO ropasfo ApeBHee, B Te BpeMeHa 6osblue
6bUI0 OmacHoOCTeil, M TaKoe 3aHHe AOJDKHO 6bUIO JaBaTh
3allUTy OT HamnaaeHHUi.

Konbio €€ cobctBeHHoe. OHO He TaKoe H3sflIHOE, KakK
IpyTHe yKpallleHHsl, HO 4YTOo-To 3acTaBiasio CuMcy KaxXabli
pa3 noiaro Ha Hero cMotpeTh. M el ka3anocsk, 4To eciu Obl
OHa cMoIJla NMPUNOIHATb KaMEHb-Kpbllly M 3alJISHYTb NOX
HEro, To HenpeMeHHO yBUaea 6b1 — 4yTo? CTpaHHYIO XH3Hb,
3aHATY1I0 cBoMMM AenaMu? Her, 3To oHa npoaasaTh He Gyner,
6bIcTpo pelunsia AeBylliKa, 3aBOpayMBas KoJbLO W BO3Bpallas
€ro B CyMKYy.

Ho korza oHa npoTsHyna pyky K MeLIKY C BellaMH
@epeap, cobupaschk cpasy MATH K [aTapy, NocabILIANCS LIyM.
3eMs cnerka B3ApOTHyna, O6JOMKM KaMHs CIOBHHYJHCH,
3aKnybunach NMbUlb Hal NoJIOBOIA.

Ipusemnuncs 3BE3nHBIN KOpabb.

Qcppap WHoraa ropopuia o6 ynaye, KOTOpyld MOXET
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nocnats cynanba maxe HUIMM xurtensM Hop. Moxer, 3To e€
yoaya — B TOT CaMblii J€Hb, B TOT caMblii MOMEHT, KOTla OHa
pelIna pacCTaThCs C YacThIO 3TUX LIEHHOCTEH, cen Kopabib,
KOTOPBIH JOCTaBWI BepOATHLIX NokymnaTteneii? CuMca He cTa-
J1a MOIMTbCA GoraM, Kak caenanu 6nl Apyrve. Peppap HHoraa
crubanace K OrHio, 6pocasna B yIJIM TOpCTb JIMCTbEB JIapa,
OTYETO NMOAHUMAJICA CNAAKHH ABIM, M TPOM3HOCKHIA OAHY-/ABE
dpa3sl. OnHAaKo cTapyxa HHUKoOraa He oObsicHsna Cumce,
3a4YeM 3TO JeJiaeT, KaKasl ApeBHSAS CWIa MOXET OTBETUTbh Ha
e€ npocbbObl. Y CHUMCHI HET OOTOB, U OHA HUKOMY HE BEPUT —
Kpome cebs caMoi M 3acc, a Takke, MOXET ObITh, IBYX
cbIHOBe it 3acc, KoTopble Mo KpaifHeit Mepe OT3LIBAalOTCS Ha e€
30B. Ho npexne Bcero u 60/blie Bcero oHa BepHUT B cebsg. U
€c/lIM Koraa-Hubyab cyMeeT noaHATbcst Haa HopaMu, YyToObl
He XHUTb B MOCTOSIHHOM OXHWIAaHHMU OIACHOCTH, TO HE MO
MaHOBEHHIO PyKH O0XecTBa, a TOIbKO CBOMMHU CODCTBEHHbI-
MM YCWIHSIMH.

CuMca noBeCHIa MELIOK Ha €€ M0-J0HOLIECKH YTIOBaTOE
I7IcYO, U HETPOMKO CBMCTHYJA 3acc, KOTopas, MOJyB3JeTeB,
cesla Ha CBOE MPHUBBIYHOE MECTO Ha APYTOM IUlede AeBYLUKH.
[ToToM, BBICYHYBUIMCb M3 CBOEH HOpbI U OpPOCHB OBICTpBIE
B3IJislAbl HampaBO W HaleBO, OHa BblOpasach Hapyxy. buuio
ewc cBerso, HoO CHMca NMpHHANA OOBIYHBIE MPESOCTOPOXK-
HOCTH, yOpaB Bojiochl M 3ayepHUB benble OpoBu. E€ pBaHasg
oacxna ObUla HENMPUMETHOIO TYCKJIONO KOPHYHEBO-CEPOIo
uBeTa, M, npobupasch MO U3BWINCTOI Tpone K pedyHOMY
Oepery, JeBylIKa OCTaBajJlaCb HUKEM He 3aMEYecHHOHN naxe
OHEM. BnpoueM, ecnd Obl KTO-TO CledMN 3a HeM, 3opcain
npeaynpeaun 6ol e€.

HeBo3MoXHO cnvuioM 6JH3KO NMOAOHTH K NMOCago4YHOMY
noso 3BE3AHBIX Kopabneii. 3nech cobepyTcst Bce ropoiackue
YUHOBHHUKHM ['Mnpamii, 4ToObl MPUBETCTBOBATh NPHIETEBLUHX,
M OXpaHa NMpPOTOHHUT BceX, KpoMe M30OpaHHBIX, KTO 3aIUIaTW
COOTBETCTBYIOLLIMH HalOT U HOCHUT Ha luee 3HayoK. CHMca He
MOTIJ1Ia UATH TyAa, 3aTO MOIJIa NTOCETHTDb CKJIall, Kyla peryasap-
HO 3aXOAMT KaxXnble NATb AHeH. 1 HUKTO He 3aNnofo3pHT, YTO
OHa HaMepeHa NokuMHYTb Hophbl HaBcerna.
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JleByluka pa3MbIlLUIsUIa Haa TeM, YTo OyneT Aenars, €ciu
yAacTcsA NOCTAaTOYHO . BLITOAHO PacCTaTbCs C COAEPXUMBIM
MellIKa, KaK OHa U Tu1aHupoBaia. OHa nocrapaeTcs BhITOpPro-
BaTb KAK MOXHO 6oJIbllie, a TOTOM TNEPBLIM AEJIOM OTTIPaBUTCS
Ha BOPOBCKOH PBIHOK 32 0JeXIO¥, KOTOpasi He BbliaBaja Obl
B Hell xutenvHuuy Hop. B cyMke y He€ nmoMHMo mnpouero
MMEJIHCh TPH OOJIOMKa cepeOpa, HailieHHble B OOKOBOM
TyHHeJle, KOTOPBIii OHa MpoYEchkiBajia B nocaeAHui pa3. OHU
Yero-HUOyIb Ja CTOSAT; XOT 3TO BCEro JMLIb 6echopMeHHbBIE
KyCKM MeTajUla, CaM MeTaJUl LeHHBIM.

Korna oHa Bolina, Kak Bceraa, 61aropazyMHO CKpbIBasich
B TeHH, ['aTap 1€N no LWIMpoKoMy Ipoxony ckiaga. Cumce He
norpeGoBanochy 3BaTh 30pcaloB. B monyTeMe noMmelueHHs
OHH 3aKpPYXWIH Hal Hell U cBoell HCKaJleYyeHHOW MaTephbio,
HM3JaBas pe3KHMe KpHKHM, rojioca MX 3BYYasld TaK BbICOKO, 4YTO
IEeBYlLIKA C TPYAOM MX pa3jinyaja, XOTs JaBHO oOHapyxuia,
YTO CJIyX Y He€ Oosiee OCTpbIi, YeM Yy OCTILHBIX OOHTaTeNeH
Hop. '

Hx MaTh noAHsiia 300poBOe KpPhUIO M 3aMaxajla MM, KO-
XHCTasl NMOBEPXHOCTb KpbuUla 3aulenectena. [lo kakomy-To
CHTHaJIy MaTepH, KoTopblii CMMca HeCMOTpst Ha TIOCTOSIHHbIE
HabmoaeHUs 3a 30pcajlaMM He cMorIJla OOHapyXHTb, MJal-
1IMe 3aMosyanu. [deBylika He cTaja pa3roBapuBaThb C HHMH,
a cpa3y HECJ/BIUIHO NMpolUIa Aajiblie, NMOKa Y Ipyabl KOP3HH
He JorHaja Xo3fiMHa cKjana.

OH ObL1 B XOpollleM HAacTPOEHHMH, YIbIOHYNCS, OOHaXHB
3y6bl — cKopee B CTpEMIEHHHM COXpaTb, Y€M BbIPAa3HUTh
yanoBonscTBUE. BrnpouyeMm, Cumca naBHo 3710 3Hana. OHa
chenana NETKMH XecT pYKOW, I7la3a XO3sMHa MTHOBEHHO
CY3WIHCh, U OH TTIOCMOTpEJ Ha MelOK y Heé€ Ha rulede. [aTtap
YKa3zasl Ha paMITy, Beayllylo Ha 6ajIkoH, OTKyda OH OObIYHO
HabGmopgan 3a pabortoit Ha ckname. CuMca Jierko B3bGexana
HaBepx, MYX4YHMHa XE XPHIUILIM T'OJIOCOM OTAQ1 HECKOJIbKO
PacrniopsDkeHHid, a NMOTOM MoWEN 3a Hel. JeBylika XMypH-
Jlach, ragas, HacKoJbKO MOXET €My JoBepATb. B ux
OTHOLIEHUAX HUKOTAA He BO3HUKI0 TPYOJHOCTEH, a Belb OHa
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Bcerga rnpeanarana 4ro-to. JloBepue BBICOKO LIEHUTCS B
KyxcopTane, KynMTb ero HEBO3MOXHO.

COpocHB MEUIOK Ha CTOJI, YCESIHHBIN JIUCTAaMHM IUIOTHOM
TPOCTHHKOBO} OyMaru, MCIMCaHHBIMH HEPOBHBIM KDHBBIM
noyepkoM, CHMca yXe 3Hajla, YTO CKaXeT.

— Hy, B uém peno, Tenp? — cnpocun I'arap. JleByuika
YAOBJIETBOPEHHO 3aMETIIA, YTO Ol MPHUKPBUI 32 co00 ABEPbD.
3HAYHT, pellini, YTo y He€ cepbE3HOE MNMpeNIoXEeHHE.

— Crapyxa yMepna. OcTanuch BelM, KOTOpble MOXHO
npoaaTh B BbICOKYIO OaliHIo. I cibllana, TaM Nomnazalorcs
JMOOHUTENM TaKMX APEBHOCTEH, TaKkue Xe NOoMellaHHble Ha
HHX, KaK oHa caMa. CMoTpu! — feByllIKa OTKpbLia MELIOK H
BbITALLIJIa HECKOJIBKO OBJIOMKOB KaMHS C HaIIlHCSIMMU.

— 5 3TMM He 3aHHMMaloch, — oaHako larap momoweén
Gnyke U BCMOTpeJicsi B pe3boy.

— Kak Mb1 06a 3HaeM. Ho 310 MoXeT nNpuHECTH NPUOBLID,
s1 crbILIasa.

OH ynbIOHYNCA.

— Cxonu K nopay Apdenneny. I[locnenHue nBa ce3oHa oH
HMHTEpPECOBAJICA TAaKMMM BelllaMM, TOCJIE TOro KaK OOUH Oe-
3yMHBIH 3BE3AHBIH 4YeNOBEK AOJIINO pa3roBapMBal C HHMM, a
TIOTOM YIIEN UCKAaTh COKPOBMINA, HO He Haweén. Ilo KpaitHei
Mepe, He BEpHYJICS.

CumMca noxasa rvie4aMu.

— CoxkpoBHlla HHKOTIa He aocTalorcs sierko. Ilpupar-
HUKU BBICOKOIO IBOpLA He IpPOMyCTAT XuUTeabHUUy Hop,
aXe He 3aroBopsAT ¢ Heit. S 3Halo, Tbl CMOXEIIb MOJYYUTh
XOpOUIYIO NIPHObUIL, — B CBOIO OYepedb YIbIOHY/Iach AEBYLI-
Ka, U 6enble 3yObl CBEPKHY/IM Ha YEPHOM JIMLE TakK, YTO He
3HalolMe e€ yauBWINCh 6bl. — OmHaKO cTapyxa MepTBa, a Yy
MeHA cBoH IulaHbl. I oTaaM Tebe 3TO 3a MATHAECAT KYCKOB
cepebpa.

Kak geBylika M oxuiana, oH OykBajlbHO B3opBaici. Ho
OHa Buzena, yro latap 3aMHTepecoBaics €€ PYKOMHUCSAMH.
MoxeT ObITb, OH XOYET 3aHHTEpPECOBaTh TOI'O JIOpAA, O KOTO-
POM TOBOPWI, NOOUTbCA OT HEro 4ero-To. Tak NOCTynaioT
moau N'npauii. 1 oMM Havanu TOproBaThCs, M KaXIblit GbU1
IOCTOMH JpYTOro.



I'naea 2

CuMca NnoBopavyHBajach TO B OAHY, TO B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY.
C noMollblo OCKOJIKa KPHBOIO 3epKajia, IPUCIOHEHHOIO K
CTEHE B IIyOMHE OYIIHOM MajaTKH, MOXHO ObUIO B3IJIIHYTh
Ha ce0s1 TOJIBKO C OAHOTO 60Ky, HO AE€BYLIKA YIOBJIETBOPEHHO
kuBHY7a. [IpoaasiuMLa MOHOLIEHHO oaexXab! (bobLIas YacTb
3TOif ofeXIbl, HECOMHEHHO, ObUIa yKpaleHa) cTosUla Tak,
4yToOB! CICOAUTH OOJHOBPEMEHHO U 3a AEBYLUKOWH, M 3a Iepe-
JHe#l 4YacTblo MajaTKH 3a CcTapbiM 3aHaBecoM. Cumca
noc/eAHMI pa3 IMOBEpHYJAch, MbITasgCh pasrisgeTh ceds co
CITUHBI. )

Ona ObUla yBepeHa, YTO BbIOpajia XOpoOlLUO, OTAAB BCEro
OIMH U3 KYCKOB CBoero cepebpa M NOJYyYHB 32 HEro CTOJbKO,
CKOJILKO TOJIBKO MOXHO Ha 3TOM phiHKe. Hak/IOHMBIUNCE M
noxobpaB CBO# XaJlaT M HIDKHIOKO OleXIy, OHA CKaTajla HX M
yBfi3ajla B TYCKJIO-CEPYIO 1llajb. DTy Wb OHa B3sla B
XayecTBe TOPTOBOIo JAapa, XOThb OHAa M AbIpsABast, HO A
NIEpEHOCKH BIIOJIHE NOAMTCA.

JeByilika, pelinTeIbHO OTBEPHYBLIAsCS OT 3epKaja, abco-
JIIOTHO He NMOXOAWIa Ha XaJKylo obutarenbHuuy Hop, yuro
3aluia CIola COBCEM HellaBHO. Terlepb Ha Hell ObUTH KOXaHble
6ploKH, NIBHYLIME K CTPOHHBIM TOJIEHSM, NMpPOYHbIE U OTAE-
JNaHHble dec-1EnKoM. TEMHOrO 11BETa, YIOOHbIE H HEMapKHe;
JODKHO ObITh, JIeXaJM B Oaraxe KaKoro-HMOyob Heymawin-
Boro myreulecTBeHHHUKa. Eii mosesso, 4YTo OHH oOKa3alHuCh
TaKuMH y3KUMH, CHMca pEUIMTEIbHO yKa3ajla Ha 3TO X038~
Ke 3aBeleHUs. Majio KTo U3 MOceTHTeslieli CMOXET HOCHTh
Takue.

HuxHio010 copoyKy — CBOIO JIYYLIYIO Belllb, KOTOPYIO OHa
yMyapsinach gepXaTh OTHOCHTENbHO 4KcToi naxe B Hopax,
— [lleByliKa ocTaBWwia Ha cebe. CuMca He Tepnena rps3u M
BCerna mpu cjyyae MbLUlach M CTHpasa CBOE Oelb€ — XOTs
TaKyl0 NpPUBLIYKY OOJBLIMHCTBO obutareneii Hop cuuranu
oYeHb 3abaBHOil. Tak yTo pyballlKy OHa He CHsUIa, CKPBIB
TaKMM o6pa3oM U MOJOCKYy TKaHM Ha IpydH, B CKJIagKax
KOTopoii ObUIM chpsTaHbl ABa COoKpoBHla Peppap M e€
KOJb1IO.
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Caepxy CuMca HaKMHYyJ1a KOPOTKH IUIalll CJTYTH, BEpXHETO
aBopa. OH cTArMBaICS HAa TajlMM, M OHa MNOYyBCTBOBaja
HENPUBLIYHDbIA BeC MJMMHHBIX LIMPOKUX PYKaBOB, CKIANKU
KOTOPBIX MCIIOJIb30BAJIMCh TAKXKe KaK KapMaHbl. OHa BpIOpa-
Jla caMblii TEMHBIH IUIall M3 TPEX, 4TO €il NMpeaIoXWIH, —
Gopnosblii, moytH 4YEpHbIA. Ha mneye Topyano HeCKOJbKO
pa3MoyaJieHHbIX HUTEMH: JOJLKHO ObITh, Cpe3ajiM 3HaK KaKoro-
1o JlomMa. XoTA ruiall He MMeJl HMKaKoH OTOPOYKH, KpOMe
HECKOJILKMX CepeOpHUCThIX HUTEH BOKPYT 1€ M Ha pyKaBax,
3aTO MaTrepHas ObLT OYEHb XOPOUIMii, HU ONHOH 3aruiaThl WIH
MOTEPTOCTH,. U JEBYLUKA pellnWIa, YTO IUlall MO3BOJMT ei
TPOITH B HUXKHHME KPYTH PAcTIOIOXXEHHOIO Ha XOJIME ropoja,
a MoxeT, W Bbullle. M, KOHeyHO, Temeph OHa BBIMJISIAUT
JOCTaTOYHO peclneKTabeabHO, YTOObl MPOMTH Ha PLIHOK ps-
oM ¢ KopabisiMH, a 3TO MMEHHO el ceil4yac U HYXHO.

Bosocul CuMca cripsitana, a 6poBH TLIATEbHO 3aYepHUIA
ell€ npexie, YeM OTNpPaBUTLCS Ha priHOK. He B nepBblif pa3s
noxasiejia OHa, YTO NMpHpoJa cesiaja e€ Takoit bpocalolieiics
B I1a3a. MoxeT, B ropose OHa cyMeeT HaiTH KpacKy, KOTO-
pasi IOMOXeT €l ocTaBaTbcsl TeM, YeM HasbiBan e€ [atap, —
TEHBIO.

— Tbl y MeHs He eOMHCTBEHHas IMOKyTMaTeJlbHHLA, —
BbINATWIA XCHIIMHA y 3aHaBeca. — CKOJbKO MOXHO pac-
CMAaTpMBaTh OJeX1y, KOTOPYIO yKpaia y MeHs? A Bellb TOYHO
yxpana! I cnauuikoM Aobpa ¢ MOJIOABIMM, TOTOBA BCE OTAATD!

CumMca paccMesinach, a 30pcajl KapKHy.

— Toproeka, na xoraa Thl NpoOSIBULLDb 106POTY B cleliKe,
cyxoBeit u3 Kopa 3acTaBuT AepeBbs pacuBecTH. 1 Morna Gbl
TOproBaThCsl €lU€ He MEHble MOBOPOTa NECOYHBIX YacoB, HO
CETOOHs Yy MEHs XOopolllee HACTPOEHHE, a Thl M TaK MMOJy4YHIa
npUObLIb.

XKeHimHa caenana BUO, OYATO TUTIOET, M CJIOXKWIA PYKM B
HenpHUcToifHOM XecTe. CHMca CHOBa paccMesach. Mellka
celyac ¢ Helo He ObUIo, OHa OGTaBWIA ero Ha ckiane. Tak 4yTo
JeBYLlKa C MPUBLIYHOM JIEFKOCTbIO BCKMHYA 1IaJib C BELIaMH
Ha OJHO IJeyo, a MOTOM KIMKHYNa 3acc, KOTopasi cejla Ha
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apyroe mieyo. Ilpoiins MMMO X034iKHM, OHa BBHILILIA M3 Ma-
JIaTKH.

DTOT paiioH IpPSA3HOro pBIHKA ObLA BHILE Te€X MECT, rae
006bIYHO NpoMbILWIAIOT XuTenu Hop, 1 CuMca BHUMaTeIbHO
norfgablBajla o CTOPOHaM; WIyM 6a3apa M KpUKH 30€LIHUX
MPOJAaBLIOB BMOJIHE MOTYT 3alTylUMThb IOAXOA LieJIoH apMHH.

3BE3aHBII KOpabib npu3eMIWwIcs, W Tenepb ropoAcKue
YHHOBHHMKHU 3aHHMAIOTCH €ro INIaBHBIM rpysoM. [lo cnenyio-
uIero AHS HHUKAaKOW TOProBJH ¢ 3KunaxeM He Oyaer. Ho 3a
3TO BpeMs MeJIKHe TOProBLIbI, BOPBI M NPOYHE CTEPBATHUKU
yCTeloT cobpaThCsl M BbIOpaTh cebe MecTa B OXXHUAAHUH, Koraa
KOMaHIy BBINMYCTSAT Ha NOBEPXHOCTb M MOSABUTCS BO3MOX-
HOCTb 4YTO-TO MM npoaarh. CHMca B NpoUUIOM He pa3
Habiofana Takude MNMpPHU3EMJIEHUS M 1O ONBITY 3Haja, 4YTO
GONBIIMHCTBO KOCMOHABTOB OTIPABATCA B BEpXHUM ropof,
rie Jyd4llie BLIMUBKA, Ille MOXHO JOTOBOPHUTBLCS C XEHLIWHOMN
M TONYYUTb ApPYTHE YAOBOJBCTBHSA, HENOCTYIIHbIE BO BpeMs
monroro nepenéta. M BCE Xe mMoYTH Bceraa KTo-HHUOyab
3abpenaeT Ha PbIHOK NOPBIThCS B TOBapax, Halesicb HalTH
HEeYTO Takoe, YTO Ha APYrod IUIaHETE CHOCOOHO NMPHMHECTH
Hebonblioe coctosiHMe. CHMca, lapKas CaHOAIMSAMHU IO
TpoTyapy (OHM OBUIH ciierKa BeJUKU IS €€ MaJIeHbKHMX HOT,
HO B CBOE# HbIHELIHEH ofleXIe OHa He MOIJia XOOUTb 60coii),
NbITANach NPEACTAaBUTD cebe XKH3HDb ITHX JIIONEH, NepeieTalo-
IIMX OT IUIaHEThl K TUIAaHEeTe, BUASLIUX CTOJBKO HOBOIO H
HeoOpryHoro. Cama neByllIKa HMKOTIA HE BbIXOAWJA 3a Tpe-
nenel KykcopTana M XoTs HccienoBaja Bc€ B ropofe, KpoMe
CaMbIX BEPXHUX OBOPLIOB, MHpP €€ ObLI MOUCTHHE MaJl.

Ponusuiveca B Kykcoprane He yxomar M3 Hero. OHu,
KOHEYHO, 3HAIOT, YTO 3a €ro mnpenejiaMH JieXaT OOLIMpHbIE
3eMId M wmMpokoe Mope. [lo Mopio B ropoa npuxoasTt
Kopabnu, 6Gapxu, HeOojbluMe cyda, MO peKe — JIOOKU C
pabamu y Bécen. OnHako cpa3sy 3a LIMPOKMM IOSICOM Bo3ae-
JIIBa€MBbIX 3€MeJib, KOTOPbI€ OBAaXIbl B rol AalOT ypoxaw,
TOpoJl OKPYXaloT MYCTbIHM, U HH ONHMH YEJOBEK HE MOMNIET
Yepes3 necky, ecsii €eCTbh BO3MOXHOCTD NPOIVILITh MOpPEM WIH
no pexke. Cpenu Xxureined XOOUT MHOXECTBO IPEBHUX M
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OYeHb CTPAHHBIX PacCKa30B O TOM, YTO HaXOAMTCS 3a FOpo-
CKMMH CalaMH, M HUKTO He pellaeTcs MPOBEPUTh HCTHHHOCTD
3THX paccKa3os.

CuMca oThICKaNa JIaBKy, TAe NpoaaBajiy clieyibie GpYKTHI,
JIENEUIKN U3 TEMHOM OpEXOBOM MYKH M NMOJACJALUIEHHYIO BOay.
TaM oHa cHOBa BClIaCTb HATOProOBalach, OCTPOSI3bIKasl M
y3Koria3asi, HabpaB NpoJOBOJLCTBHUS B KApMaHbl UIMPOKMX
pykaBoB. bpoasi mo peIHKY, OeBylIKa NpUCMATpUBaIach K
JIaBKaM H JIOTKaM, OlICHMBas BbICTaBJI€HHble TOBaphl. B oc-
HOBHOM IpoJaBajJIH CTapb€, HO HECKOJbKO NpoaaBLIOB
oxJIMKHYynM CuMcy, y3HaB B Hell xuteabHuuy Hop, croco6-
HYIO NpPCAJIOXHUTh YTO-TO HHTepecHoe. OHa 3Haja, YTO Ha
PHIHKE BCE OTMETHIM €€ HOBYIO Of€XAY U Tenephb rafgaioT, rae
OHa pa3fobbuia ans 3t1oro aeHer. Ciyxu Ha prIHKE pacrpoc-
TpaHSIOTCS ObICTpee, YeM NMepBhble BETEPKU BIAXKHOTO ce30Ha.
Tenepn-To yX TO4YHO miyno Bo3Bpamiathcsi B Hopwi. Tam
00s13aTeNIbHO HalMAyTcs Xenalouiue y3HaTh, YTO UMEHHO OHa
HallUla, KaKHe COKpPOBMIlA yaajoch cobpath ®eppap.

¥ cTapoii KoiayHbH HMEJIUCh CBOM CIOCOObI CIIPaBUTHCS €
BBICKOYKaMH, KOTOphble B3xyManu Obl ocrapuBaTh €€ npaBa
Ha umyuectBo. Ho npoknarus CuMcel, cKob Obl ApaMaTH4-
HO OHa MX HM AeKJIaMHpOBajia, BPSA JIM NMOLEHCTBYIOT Ha
00beAMHUBILMXCSA pa30oiHHHUKOB Hop, CTOUT UM TOJIBKO y4y-
SITh 3arnax NMOXWBBI.

CuMca npolwia no JIMHHOMY CITYCKY, ONHOMY W3 MHOTHX,
Mpope3aloLIUX X0JIM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOMT ropon. Cnyck Bén K
NMocafo4YHOMYy Mnoi. JIBaxabl OeByWIKE NMPHUXOAWIOCH NpPH-
XUMaTbCAd K CTEHE, YTOObI MPONYCTHTDb IPYINbl paboyHUX M3
CKJIaJIOB; Y KaXIOro Ha Ips3HON KypTKe ObUl HAalUMT 3HAK
I'mnbauy, KaXxaylo rpynny BO3BIJIAB/SUIM [OBOE CTapUIMX C
MEAHBIMU TONOCaMH, OAMH BNepenH, APYToi c3aau. IDTH
paboune 6ynyT nepeBO3HTb Ipy3bl C KOpabns.

MHorue, Kak U OHa, UUIM K JETHOMY NOJIIO, YTOOBI HaWTH
ynobHble Mecta. HekoTopble BeJIM MOXHATBIX KOTILITHBIX
XHMBOTHBIX, POTaTbIX H C OTBPATHTE/IbHbIM XapaKT€pOM, OT
3y60B KOTOpbIX OnaropadyMHee AE€pXaTbC HAa PacCTOSHMM;
Ha HUX CNMHax BuUcenu Oonplive Mewku. Mx Bnagenbubl —
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caMble COCTOSITE/IbHbIE CPEAM TOPIoBLiEB — LUIM BaXHOH
MOXOJKOM, OXWaasi, YTO Bce, KpOMeE, KOHe4YHo, ['wipauiiles,
yCTYTIAAT UM NOPOTY.

CuMca yxe siCHO BHAesJa Kopab/lb, BO3BBILLAIOUIMNCS KaK
xonM camoro Kykcoprana, BBICOKOMEPDHO HaLleJIEHHYIO B
HebO CBEpKalOUIyIO CTpelTy, IPUTAHYTYIO K NOBEPXHOCTH, TAe
rocajoyHble paKeThl BHDKIJIM BCIO 3eMJII0. 32 TPH NPOUUIBIX
TOPTOBBIX CE30HA OHA BHUIEJIA HECKOJILKO TaKHX, NPUBJIEYEH -
Hasli OJHUM JIMUIb JIIOOOMBITCTBOM, KOTOpOE caMa He Morja
00bscHUTE. K TOMy Xe paHbllle eByllIKa He TOJILKO He UMelia
HHM MaJeifllero uaHca MOrOBOPHTL CO 3BE3NHBIMH JIIOObMH,
HO Jaxe MPOCTO CHIETh B BbDKMAAIOLUMX KpyTaX TOpProBLEB,
rije 4acTo NOAHMMAJINCh CKaHOaIbl, HAYHHAIMCb KPHKM H
IpaKu M3-3a MecTa.

Torna nossnsulach nosiesas cTpaxa M HadyMHajNa lIeApPoO
pasfaBaTh TyMaKM JI060MY TOABEpHYBLUEMYCS IIOA DYKY.
Tonna GbICTpO paccenBasach, IOTOMY YTO €IHMHOIO 3aKOHa B
Kykcoptase HeT M BCe 3HAIOT, YTO CTPaXHHMK MOXET OO
CMepTH 3a0UTh HEOCTOPOXHOIO, a AeHCTBUA €ro HUKOrga He
6ynyT ocnapuBarthcs.

CuMca BcTala HEMHOTO B CTOPOHE OT IUIOTHOM TOJIbI,
noaXuaamllei BbIXoJa 3BE3OHBIX Joaei. Hekoroprie TOp-
roBLbl YXX€ YCTAaHOBWIM CTOMKH, HAaKpbUIM MX NOCKAMH H
Hayaju NpUBLIYHO pacKiIaabIBaTh TOBaphl. JleBylLIKa OTMETH-
Jla, YTO B OCHOBHOM OHHU pAacHOJIOXWMIUCH BAOJNbL TNpOXoia,
OCTaBJIEHHOTO [JA Ipy3uHMKOB, NMpoXxoja, BeAyllero Hemoc-
PEACTBEHHO K KOpabnio, K yXe OTKPHITOMY NaccCaXHpCKOMY
JIIOKY M Tpamny. Bbllle TeMHeN rpy30Boi#i JIIOK, ropa3no 60Jib-
UIMi 1o pa3MepaM, TOXe OTKPBIThIH, HO IOKa TaM He ObUlo
BMIHO HUKAKOIO IBHXKEHHS. A BOT Ha Tpame cobpajachk
Tpynna niofed B MyHAHpax 3BE3AHBIX TOPrOBLIEB; OHH pPa3ro-
BapMBaJIM C MacTepaMM WIM, BO3MOXHO, IaBaMH ['mnbauu.

CuMca Buzena, YTO y HEE HET HUKAKOM HaleXabl MPOTHC-
HYTbCsl B MepBBIi psil BpEMEHHbIX JIaBOK U JIOTKOB y CaMoOIo
npoxona. 3nech TOProBUbl CHIOENHU IO YEeThIpe-NATL B psil.
Ionxecs pyky ko pTy, OHa 3aIyM4YMBO MOTPHI3NIA KOTOTb.

3acc weBenbHYNach Ha IUIeYe Y AEBYIIKHM M H3[ajla HU3KMI
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TOpTaHHBIIi 3BYK. 30pcayibl He JIIO0AT HU NPSIMOTO COTHEYHO-
o cBeTa, HM OGOJBUIMX CKOIUIEHMH nioAeil. 3apocuine o
KpasiM TNepbIMH IJIHHHbIE aHTEHHbI, KOTOpbIE CIYXaT 3THUM
CYLIECTBAM OpPraHOM CJiyXxa M JIPYTUMX He OYeHb NMOHSATHBIX
YyBCTB, CBEpPHY/IHCh, U Jaxe He Iisias, CuMca 3Hana, 4To
3acc noyTH 3aKpsUia bosbliKe I71a3a, XOTs U He NepecTaBaja
HACTOPOXEHHO CJEAUThb 3a NMPOUCXOASALIHM.

JleByluka mpucTpowiach B KOHLE MaHayca, BeAyllero Ha
TOpPOACKOM XOJM; TaM OHa NpHXanach CIHHON K KaMHIo,
BHHUMaTeJIbHO Habiiofas, KaK rpyrna Ha Tpane pa3feawiach.
JBoe BepHynHCh B KOpabib, a Tpoe 3alllarajii No WHPOKOMY
NMpoXoAy Kak pa3 K TOMy MecCTy, riae ctosia oHa. MIx okpyxa-
M obuuephl I'mnpanu. HUKTO M3 MeNKMX TOProBUEB M He
MBITAJICA UX OKIHKHYTb, MPEIJIOXHTh CBOH TOBaphl, NMOHU-
Masl, YTO He CTOMT NMpUBJIEKaTb BHUMaHHC CTPaXH: PbIHOK,
HE3aKOHHbII, HO TEPNMHUMBIH, OOJKeH U3b6eraTb KpaHHOCTEMH.

CuMca BHUMaTeJbHO pasrisibiBajia MNpUOIMXKaBUIMXCS
3BE3AHBIX JIoAei. [IBoe HOCUJIN MyHOMPbI KOpabiisi u GrecTs-
1IMe Ha COJIHLE KpbUlaThble LIJIEMBI; Ha lUleMaX, BOPOTHHKAX
M Ha IpydM KpacoBaJIMCb oAHHakKoBble 3M0OieMbl. Ho BoT
TPETHIl B IpyTmine, XoTA ToXe Obll oAeT B NJOTHO obneraio-
UM KOCTIOM H canord KOCMOHaBTa, 3aMETHO OT HHX
oTJIHYaICH.

Ha ero cepebpHcTO-cepoM KOCTIOME TOTO Xe OTTEHKa, YTO
M yKpallleHHUsl €€ HOBOroO IuUlallla, OTCYTCTBOBAJIM KaKHe-In6o
OT/IMYMTEIbHBIE 3HaKH. M BMecTO KpbUIaTOro luleMa OH
HOCWI IUIOTHO TNpWIeraioulylo 1uanky. A Koxa Obula He
'KOpHYHeBasi, KaK y ero CnyTHHUKOB, a ropasno cbetiee. OH
1€ Ha OOUH-ABA 1llara OTCTaBasi OT TOBapHlleid, KOTopble He
obpalliany Ha CKOIUIeHHe TOProBLEB HU MaJeiilliero BHUMa-
HUA, BCE BpeMsi KpyTs ToOJIOBOH, CJIOBHO OYapoBaHHBIM
YBUICHHBIM.

Koraa ux rpynna npu6ausunachk K nanaycy, Cumca xopo-
10 pasriszena HesHakoMmua. M pewnna, 4to 310 €ro neppoe
nocemeHe Kykcoprana; kak HOBMYOK, OH CKOpee BCETro
CTaHET NErkoi nobbryeii ToprosueB. KoHeyHo, TpyaHo cy-
OUTb O BO3pacTe, 0COGEHHO O BO3pacTe 3BE3NHBIX JoAeH, HO
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CuMce mnoka3anoch, YTo oH Monoa. M ecnm 3to Tak, TO
[IOJDKEeH OBITh BaXHOI NEPCOHOI, HHaYe He normnas 6bl B OAHY
rpynny ¢ odpuuepamu I'mnpaum M Kopabns. MoxeT, oH M
BOBCE He M3 3KMMaxa Kopabiisgs — a nyTellecTBEHHHUK, nacca-
XHp Ha 6opTy. XOTd OHa He MOIJIa NTOHATb, YTO 3eCh AeaaTh
He3HAKOMIIy, €C/IM OH He ToproBell. M cBeTnas koxa okasa-
J1IaCh He €AUHCTBEHHLIM €ro OTJIMYMEM. Y Hero O6bUIH KaK-To
CTPaHHO NMOcaXeHbl I7la3a, KpoMe TOro oH ObUI BbIlE U Xydee
CBOUX CITyTHHMKOB.

3aMeTWIa OHa TaKXke, YTO IVla3a e€ro HM Ha MMl He
ocTtalorcsi B mnokoe. M TyT MX B3INISIABI BCTPETWIMCh — H
samepad. CuMca moaymana, YTo He3HaKOMell YeMy-TO YAHU-
BWJICSI — OH NIOYTH OCTRHOBWICS, CJIOBHO BCTPETI 3HAKOMOTO,
KOTOPOIo XOTeNl OKJIMKHYTb. JleBylllKa o00aHM3HYyna rybbl, Kak
OyATO TONBKO YTO TpoOOBajia CAANKWil HANMTOK, KOTOPbIH
Qeprap TpaTHia TOJNBKO B OCOOLIX ciaydyasx. Ecnu Obl oHa
cMorna npubau3uThea K HeMy! DTa HcKpa MHTepeca cyiuia
BO3MOXHOCTb HayaTb TOPTOBIIO.

HesnakoMmen gomkeH ObITh 6orar, MHaye He cTan Obl
3BE3NHBIM NyTelIeCTBEHHHKOM. CHMMca B3BeCcHJa CBOH CO-
KpOBMLIa B pyKaBe H NOYYBCTBOBaja pa3apaXeHHe OT Toro,
YTO HE MOXET NMOJOWMTH K HEMY.

Ho xocMoOHaBT, Bcero JMiib NOCMOTPEB Ha He€ C SIBHBIM
HHTEpecOM, Hayasl NMOJHMMATbcsl MO NaHAaycy. 3acc CHOBa
3aKpu4asia, NpoTecTyss NPOTHB CBeTa, Xapbl U PLIHOYHOTO
wymMa. CuMca cieamna, Kak He3HaKOMell CKpbIBaeTcsl M3
BHIa; oHa obayMbiBalla ¥ OoTOpachiBajia pasjUyHbIE IUIaHBIL.

HakoHen geByluka pelimna, YTo NPHAETCA BCE NpefocTa-
BUTb ciy4yalo. 3BE3NHBIN 4YeNOBEeK 3aMeTWl €€, 3allOMHUI
MecTo, e oHa cToMT. M ecim OoH BepHETCA K Kopabiio c
MBICJIBIO O MOKYTIKAX, TO MOXET OThICKaTh €€. 1 xpoMe Hero
Ha 60pTy ecTb UM ApyrHe. PaHO WIM MO3AHO MX OTHYCTAT C
KopabJisi, rpy30BOii KpaH YXe NMOBEPHYJH K JIIOKY TploMa, U
NepBLId OOMBIION ALIMK Hayall OMYCKaThCSl K OXHAAIOLIMM
rpysunkaM I'mnboum.

CuMca npucena, NMPUKUMASACh CIIMHOM K CTEHE; MaHayc
ObL1 coBceM pAnOM ¢ Heli, Tak 4YTO OHa Morna 6wl ero
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KOCHYTBbCS — €CJIH OBl pYKM €€ 6bUTH BABOE ATHHHee. [eByl-
Ka 4yTh pa3Bsi3ajia lialb, U 3acc TYT Xe ¢ 6sarogapHOCTbIO
HBIpHYJIa B THE3[0, NpS4ach OT NMPSIMBIX COJTHEYHBIX JydeH.

OHa cuiena Tak JaJIEKO OT psilOB TOPTOBLEB, YTO HHKTO
He 3aXo4yeT OTHHMaTh y Heé MecTo, a TEpPNEHUIO OHa HayyH-
Jlach yXe JaBHBIM-IaBHO. MoXeT npoHTH MHOTO NOBOPOTOB
MeCOYHBIX YacOB, NpeXie YeM KTo-HUOYAb BLIHAET U3 KOpab-
Jig, 1Y He€ ecTb BpeMs obayMaTh, KaK NPUBJIeYb BO3MOXHbIX
nokymnartenei. Kapa ycuwiunach, MHOIME TOProBLbI TOXeE
celu, AepXa HaroroBe CBOM ToBapbl. Te, y Koro Haweéncs
HaBec, npATanuck B TeHM. OnHako CHMca, KaK MCTHHHas
xurenbHuua Hop, yMena nepeHocHTh HeynoOCTBa.

PackpsIB nakeT ¢ Nuilei, oHa mnoeja, NoAeJUBIIUCH el0M
¢ 3acc, KoTopas 6bl1a CIMIUIKOM COHHOM, YTO6BI €CTh MHOTO,
M XOTejla TOJBKO, YTOObl €€ OCTaBWIM B MNokKoe. Brinus
HeMHoro Boabl, CMMca Halulynajia CBEPTOK CO CBOHMH LICH-
HocTaMM. OHa 61aropa3yMHO coOXpaHWIa ABa JIy4LIMX 00JIOMKa
¢ M3o6paxeHHssMU. OHM nocayxart et npuMaHkoii. [Torom,
€CJIM OHa NMOMMET, YTO MNMOKYTIaTe/ib 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS, B XOI
noiaET OpaciieT, KOTOPLIiA, Mo €€ COOCTBEHHOH OLIEHKE, ObLT
HaHWMeHee LIEHHBIM M3 €€ COKPOBHIII.

Tak yTO OHa MpoTEpia pykKaBOM KaMHM M TOJIOXWIAa HX
psinoM ¢ coboit. Ha.ongHOM ObUIO BbIpE3aHO KpbUIAaTOE CYLIEC-
TBO, MPHYEM pe3bba HACTONLKO NMOCTPaalia OT BpEMEHH, YTO
OCTaJIUChb BMOHBI TOJbKO oOuiMe oyepTaHUs. CaM 3eNE€HBIN
KaMeHb CIUIOUIb MOKPHIBAIM XENTbIE NMPOXWIKH, U HeBello-
MBI XYyJOXHHMK MCKYCHO HCINOJIb30BaJl 3TH JIMHHUM, 4YTOOBI
OYEPTHTh KPbUIbS H-TOJNOBY cyuliecTBa. CuMca HUKOIIA He
BHIeJIa TAKOro KaMHs HH 3[ech, HM Boobuie B ropoae. OH,
HaBepHOe, JaJIeKO YLUEJ OT TOIo MeCTa, IAe JIIOAH M3RIEKIN
€ro M3 3eMJIH M obpaboTaiu no cBoei NMPUXOTH.

BTopoii 06/10MOK pe3Ko KOHTPacTHpPOBaJl C NEpBLIM, bap-
XaTHO-YEPHbIH, OH ObU1 HE NMPOCTO C pe3b0OH, a LEJIHKOM
HpeACTaBJIsI COOOM MNpHceBllee XUBOTHOE C NMOOHATOH Ja-
MO H BLITSHYTBIMM KOITSIMH, XOTS HECKOJIbLKO KOITeil H
6bUIM OTJIOMaHBl, Y GUIYpKH yuesiesia TOJLKO IOJIOBHHA
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TOJIOBbI, 1a MU TAa MCTOYEHHass BpPEMEHEM, TaK YTO MOXHO
6bUI0 pa3risageTh TOJBKO IPHUBY, OCTATOK YXa M 4acTh JIMLA.
HMeHHO nMua, a He 3BEpUHOM MOpAbBI: IJ1a3a, HOC M pOT, He
OYEeHb OTJIMYAIOLIUECS OT €€ COOCTBEHHBIX.

IloBepxHOCTb KaMHs ObLla MpHATHa Ha ougynmb. CuMca
ob6HapyXuia, YTO €CJIM NOMIaAUTh €€ NajibLiaMHu, T OLIylIaIu
HeYyTo Moxoxee Ha TOHKOH paborhl TKaHb. Eif npuxoaunnocs
JepXaTh B pyKaxX oOpbIBKM OOraThiXx TKaHEH, KOTOpble nomna-
Januch B noberde Peppap, Korna Ta eul€ 6bl1a B COCTOSTHUH
PBITECSI B OTOpOCcax BEpXHETo ropoja.

CuMca cuaena, riafs 4YEpPHHIH KaMeHb, pa3MbIUUIS H
wiaHupys. Ho Tenéppb naxe ayMaTh cTajlo TpyAHee; NPUXOaH-
JIOCh ies1aThb HeMaJible YCWIMS, YToObl He YCHYTbh. K KoHuy
JHS1 HayaJlo cAaBaTh JaXe €€ CTOJb TUIATeJIbHO BbipaboTaH-
Hoe TeprnieHHe. KopaGnb yXe pasrpyswid, U Ipy3 yBe3/iM B
ropon.

Boons npoxona, Beayiuero K Kopabmio, MOgHSJIOCH OXHB-
JIeHHe, TOProBUbl HayaJld nepedupaTh CBOH TOBaphl, HaaesICh
YAAYHBIM PacHoJIOXKEHHEM NPHBJIEYb BHUMaHHE TIOKYyTaTelsl.
CumMmca BcTala M HEMHOIO NOXOOWIa, pa3MHMHas Horu. [e-
ByllIKa BUAEJA, YTO HEOO NMOKPACHENQ, M 3TO €€ TPEBOXWIO.
Yr0, eCTM KOCMOHABTHI CKOPO He BhliinyT? CKOpO CTEMHEET,
a 'y He€ HeT JlaMIbl, YTO6LI OCBETHTb CBOM ToBap. Haumna-
JlaCh TOHKa MeXIAy 3aXOAflIMM COJHLUEM M TNpPHUBbIYKAMM
KOCMOHABTOB, M pe3y/JbTaT T'OHKM BIIOJIHE MOT TPHHECTH
CuMce pasoyapoBaHHe.

3acc BBICYHYJIa TOJIOBY M3 CBOero rHe3na. OHa HamoJoBH-
HY pa3BepHy/la YYBCTBUTE/IbHbIE aHTEHHBI, M 3TO CJierka
YAUMBWIO AEBYLIKY: OHa AyMasia, YTO 1IyM OypJIMBLIETO pbIHKA
CIMIIKOM CWIEH s 3opcana. Ho Tyr Cumca 3ameTuia, 4to
3acc moBepHy/na rojioBy He K TOPIoBLiaM, a K MaHAyCy, H
Tenepp mpiTajach BbICBOOOAMTH IOJIOBY, YTOObLI Jyyllle BH-
AeTe. JleByuika GecliepeMOHHO M3BJIEKIa 3acC U3 €€ YKPbITHS
H CHOBa rnocaauaa cebe Ha IUIeyo.

3BepéK Mo-NpeXHEeMy NOBOpauyMBaN ToJIOBYy K ropony,
ManeHpKoe TeI0 HanpsArjloch, KpbUIbsS COOpaMCh, KaK IUIall;
XHBOTHOE Beno cebsl Tak, ClIOBHO eMy 6pocann BuizoB. Ho



CuMca He BHI€eNla HHYEro, KpoMe MaHAyca U Aajibliie Ha HEM,
y caMOif BepLIMHbI, HECKOJIbKUX CTPAXXHHUKOB.

He BnepBble nmoxajesa OHa O TOM, YTO HE MOXET NpPSIMO
obuateca ¢ 3acc. JleByllika MHOroMy Hay4yuiach 3a BpeMs,
YTO yXaXXHBaJla 32 30pCaJIoM U 3a00THIach O HEM; OHa Morja
Tenepb NMOHUMATh 3MOLMHM XMBOTHOIO, 4acTO MNPaBWILHO
ooragbiBanach O MPHYHMHAX e€ nocTynkoB. Teneps 3acc 6bu1a
TaK HaCTOPOXEHA, CJIOBHO CHIENa Nnepel JOroBOM BET-Kpbl-
cbl, U OOMTaTeNH JIOroBa HaYMHAIM ULIEBEJIUTLCS, TOTOBSCH
"BBIITH.

HeBylika nolu€nkaia fA3bIKOM, YCMOKaMBalolle NpoBesia
najabliaMH y OCHOBaHHMSl aHTeHH. OHa BHAeNa, YTO XHBOTHOE
He BCTPEBOXEHO, NMPOCTO HacTopoxeHo. M Bcg xe 3rtoro
0Ka3aJlochb JOCTaTOYHO, 4YTOObl BHMMaHHWe CHMCHI pas3genu-
JIoOChb MeXAy 3BE3AHBIM KOpPab/NEM M MaHAYCOM.

I'py3oBoii mok 3akpbuid. IToToM nMosBWICA CBET Ha Tpane.
Toprosubl eul€ OGonbllle OXHBWIMCH, BpeMsl OT BPEMEHM
BO3HMKa/IM WIYMHbIE CCOPBI, BCE HAaYaJIH. TOJIKATLCSA, NPOTUC-
KHBaschb nobsmxe.

M HakoHel nosBWIMCL KOCMOHaBThl. CHMca HacuuTana
naTh yesoBeK. OHM LUIM CIMLIKOM OajleKo OT He€, Tenepb
OHa TMOHSJA, YTO HeyldayHO BblIOpajla MeCTO; K TOMY Xe€ OHM
SIBHO XOTEeJIM MoOblcTpee no6paThcsa A0 ropoaa U He cobupa-
JIUCH AeNaThb 3AeCh NMOKYTIKU. Y HUX BOOOLIe He ObUIO0 HUKAKHUX
CYMOK, B KOTOPBIX MOXHO IEepPEeHOCHTb TOBap, Kak He ObLIo
3aMETHO M KollueJbKoB. OHH NMPOXOAWIH MHMO KpHWYallUX M
3a3bIBalOLLIMX TOPTOBLEB, HE IS MO CTOPOHAM, pa3roBapH-
Basi IpPYT C APYTOM, M JIMIb YCKOPWIH ABKXEHHE K MaHAYCY
M TEM yOOBOJILCTBHSAM, YTO XIYT HX HOYbIO Ha IUIaHeTe.

CuMca ¢ TpyooM mnonaBwia pa3odapoBaHHe. [nyrno Obuio
JyMaTb, YTO TMOBE3ET C NMEPBOIO pa3a. 3BE3AHbIE JIIOAH He
MOXOXH Ha TeX, KTO MOXET 3aHHTepecOoBaTbcsl pa3OUTOI
pe3bboii M 3aruaTUTh 3a He€ XoTsa 6bl HeMHoro. Ho ona
BHUMAaTEJIbHO H3y4ajla KOCMOHABTOB, KOrda OHH NpPOXOAWIH
MHMMO TOPIroBLIEB, CJIOBHO OTOpachiBasi C ITyTH 3THX HE3HAYM-
TeNbHbIX MYXYHUH U XEHUIUH, pa3roBapHBas pe3KHMH
WENKAIOLIMMH 3ByKaMH, HallOMMHAIOWIMMH KpHMK 30pcaJa.
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‘CHMca He MOJHSUIa PYKY, He T03Bajia, NBITAasICh NPUBICYD
uX BHHMaHMe, KOraa OHM MNpOLUTH MHUMO He€ Ha MaHAYyC.
TonbKo NevYaJbHO HAKJIOHWIach M CHOBa yIaKoBajla CBOHM
ToBaphl. 3aBTpa OY#ET HOBbIH JeHb. Y TeX, KTO JOJITO HaXxo-
JWICSA B KOCMOCe, B NEPBbIii Beuep Ha yMe He TOPTOBJIs, XOTs
BOOOLLE-TO B 3TOM BCSI MX XHU3Hb.

Tyt 1 TaM pa3oyapoBaHHble TOPTroOBLIbI MTOBOPAYMBAIIUCH K
MpPOXOJy CIIHHOM, pa3XHraiu XapoBHH, TOTOBWIH eny. OHH
6yayT cnaTb, CBEPHYBLUMCh BOKPYI CBOMX TOBapoOB, XIaTb
BOCXOJIa COJIHILIA M MOSIBJIECHUS HOBBIX KOCMOHaBTOB MJIU TeX,
YTO BEPHYTCS M3 ropola, YTOJHUB CBOHM ¢HU3HYEeCcKHe NOTped-
HOCTH, N'OTOBBIE AYMaTb O YEM-HHOYIb 60Jiee 10JITOBPEMEHHOM,
YyeM MHMOJIETHOE YO OBOJILCTBHUE.

Cumca xonebanacs. OHa noobGeuiana cebe, YTO NMpOBEdET
HOYb B HACTOsLICH NMOCTEJU B OJHOI M3 TaBepPH B HIXHHUX
palioHax ropoja, re OCTaHaBJIHWBAIOTCS TOProBUbI BO BpeMs
npe6biBaHusA B Kykcoprtane. B pykaBe y He€ mpHMroToBjieH
KYcOK cepebpa. MOXHO OTJIOMHUTb OT HEr0O HEMHOTIO, 3TOTO
BIIOJIHE XBaTHUT, YTOOLI NMepeHOYeBaTb. A MECTO Yy MaHayca He
HacTOJILKO HEHHOe, YTOObl HYXHO ObUIO €ro 3aluMilaTh M
CIaTh B X0JIOJIE Ha roJjioi 3emie.

OHa npuHsUIa pellleHHe M HampaBWIAch K MaHOycy; 3BE3-
IHbIE JI0OAH, HAMHOTO OnepenuB €€, yXe BXOAWIU B ropod.
CrpaxHuku 'MibauH B3MIAHYIH Ha OEBYLIKY, HO Yy HUX He
6bU10 MPUYHH OCTaHaBIMBATh €€. OHH He CleadT 3a PhIHKOM,
H ecnn y CuMCHI Ha LieKe HeT KieliMa Bopa, €cJIM OHa NpsiMo
Y HUX Ha IMla3aX He Hapyuiwia 3aKOH, TO Iepel Heil HeNb3s
CKPECTUTbL OpPYXHE H OTBECTH €€ Ha gompoc. OHa aKKypaTHO
OleTa, MOXOXa Ha TNOCBUILHYI0O KaKOro-HuOyab TOProBOro
AoMa, BBITIOJHSIOMWIYIO JUYHOE TMOpPYYEHHE, a B TaKUX Aejax
3HaK AoMa OBIBAaeT NMOMEXOH.

— JIOCTOMIOYTEHHBIIA. ..

CumMca Bcerna crapanach y3HaTb KaK MOXHO 6oJiblue 4y-
XHMX A3bIKOB M TOBOpHWJIA Ha sI3blKE€ TOPTOBLEB C BEPXOBUMH
PEKM M Ha ABYX OHaJIeKTaX MOPEXOIOB TaK Xe Oeryo, Kak U Ha
rpy6om Hapeuuu Hop. IMosToMy neByllika y3Hasla yyxe3eM-
Hbple cnoBa — npuHBeTcTBeHHOe oOpauieHHe. OaHako
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MOHAZO6WIOCh HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHMH, 4YTOOGbI NMOHATH, YTO
OHoO obpauieHo K Heit. Ho Beab 3To OHa HlET KOHTAaKTOB CO
3BE3AHBIMH JioAbMH... CHMca HHKaK He MoIJIa MNpennoJ-
OXHTb, YTO KTO-TO M3 HUX OyaeT HckaTh e€. U 310 OBLT HE
OJIMH M3 NATH KOCMOHABTOB, YTO ONEpPENWIH €€, a TOT CaMbIi
He3HaKOMell, YTO paHblle NPOUIEN B ropoa ¢ odpHLepaMH.

OH cMoTpesn NpsIMO Ha He€, a CTPAXHHUKM MNMOYTHTENbHO
OTCTYNWIM Ha HecKoabKo waroB. Ho BoT OH yka3an Ha
30pcajia ¥ NPOU3HEC Ha JJOMAHOM SI3bIKE TOPrOBLIEB BEPXHETO
ropopa:

— O T1ebe roBopw1 xo3sMH ckiaaa Iarap... Tl BOCTUTBI-
Baelllb 30pcayioB. S AyMas, MHe oiro npuaércs Tebs UCKaTb...
HO ThbI NOSIBISCUILCS, CJOBHO CJIBLILIKLIDB, KaK sl 30BY.

«larap...» — OblcTpo noanyMana Cumca. IToyemy? 3acc
LUeBEJbHY/Iach Y He€ Ha IUlede W 3acKpHIiesia. AHTEHHBI
30pcajla MOJIHOCTBIO Pa3BEPHYJIUCh — TaK AAJIEKO OHH pa3Bo-
payMBalOTCs TOJIBKO BO BpeMs  HOYHBIX mNoyiEToB. U obe
AHTEHHD! HalleMIWIKNCh Ha HE3HAKOMIIA, CJIOBHO 30pcall CJibl-
man To, 4ero He capiiMT CHMca, YTO-TO €llé NOMHMO
HEYBEPEHHO NPOM3HECEHHBIX CJIOB.

— He ynenuuib U Tl MHE HEMHOTO BpeMEHH, TOProBell
CTapbIMH BelllaMH?.. — MPOAOJIKAN 3BE3NHBIN YeaoBeK. — S
MLIY OTBETHl Ha HECKOJIBKO OY€Hb BAXHBIX /19 MEHS BOMpO-
COB, H, MOXET, Thl CMOXElLIb MHE TOMOYb.

Cumca Hactopoxunack. OHa 3Haja, YTO B HOBOH onexne
Oosbllle MoOXoXa Ha IOHOLWIY, 4YeM Ha XeHLIWHY, M ObLia
yBEpEHa, YTO 3TO HE KaKOH-TO HOBBII crnocob6 Ha3zHa4yMTb
LeHY 3a pa3fen€HHylo nocrenab. Ecnu latap ynmoMmsaHyn e€ B
CBSI3U CO CTapbIMM BewiamH... OHa Kpemye cXajla pykaB, B
KOTOpPOM JepXajla npelHa3HayeHHble U1 Hayajla TOPTOBJIH
npeaMerbl. Bce 3HaloT, 4yTo 3BE3AHbIE JIIOAH JIETKOBEPHBI,
HMHOIa ¢ HUMHM MOXHO 3aK/IIOYUTh CAEJIKY, Ha KOTOpYyio B
ropoje He NOMAET Aaxe ciaboyMHblii. OIHAKO OHA HE NMOHH-
MaJsia, moyeMy BooOie I'aTap 3aroBopii o Heii. A 3TO O3HavaerT,
YTO HEOoO6XOOAMMO OBITh OYEHb OCTOPOXHOMH, INMOKa OHa He
y3HaeT npyuuHy. HHKTO He oTKa3biBaeTcsi OT NpUOLUIH Npo-
cro 1ak. Ho ecsu 3BE3aHbINH YeOBEeK OTLICKAN €€ paau
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CTAapHHHBIX OGIOMKOB, OCTaB/I€HHBIX cTapyxoi, CumMca mnoc-
tapaeTcsl npojaTh MX nopopoxe. Jlepyuika xusHyna. Ilycts
AyMaeT, YTO OHa BJIaficeT TOJIBKO BEPXHEH peyblo; TaKHe
MeJIKME TIPEJOCTOPOXHOCTH HMHOTAA HOAlOT HeMatylo IpH-
OBLIb.

IIpuHSB €€ KMBOK 3a corjlacHe, HE3HaKOMell OIJISIHY/ICS U
KUBHYJ Ha ynuuy Betpom Kamn, yxoasiuyio HaneBo; YauLy
yXe 3aTSHy/la TeHb, M TOJIbLKO TPH WIH 4eTbipe ¢oHaps
NPUBETINBO CBETWIHCh Yy BXOIOB B roctuHuubl. KoHeuHo,
3TO He JIyylliee, YTO MOXeT NMpemyioXuTh KykcopTasi myTHHKY,
HO BCE€ Xe ropasio Jiyyllle TaBepHbl, B KOTOPOii OHa cobupa-
nach HodeBaThb. I1o KpaiiHeii Mepe OHa XOTb TOECT 3a €ro CYET
— 3BE3IHOTO 4YeJIoBEKA JIETKO OydeT yTOBOPHUTD 3aIUIaTUTh 3a
€ly, OH HaBepHfAKa caM TIPeMJIOXHT 3TO M3 BEXJIHBOCTH,
npexne YeM OOBACHUT MCTMHHYIO IIPUYHHY CBOHMX
TIOUCKOB.

I'naea 3

3an okasajcsd HM3KMM M TEMHBIM. Bronbr ogHo# cTeHbl
HM3HOllIEHHbIE 3aHAaBECH OTAENSIM OT 3aJla HECKOJIbKO Kabu-
HetoB. IIpoxonst MuMo, CyMca ycibillajga XeHCKHMIl cMeX M
NbSHYIO NIECHIO TOProBLa ¢ pekKH. HacTopoxeHHas, AeByllIKa
1ina 3a 3BE3OHLIM YeJIOBEKOM. 3acc, cHIAEBlUas Ha Iulede,
Nprxanach K €€ liee, CyHyB MOpAOYKY Ioj NMoaboponok M
TIpMDKaB @HTEHHBI, CJIOBHO 30pcajl XOTeJl KaK MOXHO JIyylle
cnpsraThes.

Yyxak, npuBeILIMii €€ CloNa, OTKUHYJ 3aHaBeC M Mpomyc-
TN Cumcy Briepéa. OHa BbIOpasia MECTO Y CTEHBI, OTKyIa
MOXHO 6bUIO BHUAETH NMOYTH BcE noMelleHUe. Korru neByuiku
HEBOJILHO LIEBE/JbHYJINUCH, YyTh BRICTYTIMB M3 HOXEH Ha NaJlb-
nax.

CHMca nocnemmia caenaTh CBoii COGCTBEHHEBIN 3aKa3 KO-
POTKO OCTpHXEHHOMY MNapHIO, KOTOPbIH MX OOCITyXXHBal,
Oynyun yBepeHHOH, 4YTO B NHLIy HaBepHAKa IOAMEILAHO
Kakoe-HHOynb 3e/1be, KaKHe MMycKaloT B X0 TOPTrOBLbI, YTOObI
CAenaTh nokymatessi cropopuuBei. Ecniy 3BE30HLBINH YeoBEK
TOoXe Tak mocTymaeT, oHa OyneT roTosa.
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HesHnaxoMell Ka3ancs OTKPBITBIM MU MCKPEHHHM, HO 4YeJsio-
BEK MOXET HOCUTb MHOXECTBO MacOK M HHKOTIa He N0Ka3aTh,
4yTo nog HUMH. CHUMCY No-npexHeMy GoJblile BCero yauBis-
5o, uro larap pacckaszan o HeH, M YTO He3HAKOMell CMOT
y3HaTb €€ M0 OMUCAaHHUIO XO3sIMHA cKiaja. BrnipoyeM, Bo3MOX-
HO, 3To M3-3a 3acc. /leByllKa mnoriaaWia WepcTh Ha rojose
3opcana. Ho Beaw y manayca, Koraa 3TOT YeJIOBEK CMOTpeE Ha
He€, 3opcajna NoyTH He ObUlo BUAHO. Tak uro.. Cumca
TEPIEJUBO XAa1a, YTOObl OH HayaJl NOBOPUTDb, COXpaHss 3a
co60i1 HeGoNbLIOE NMPEUMYIIECTBO.

3BE3OHDII YeIOBEK OTKPLUI OOJIBLIYIO CYMKY, KOTOPYIO HEC
Ha TUle4Ye ¥ KOTopas Ternepb CTOsUIa Ha I'PSI3HOM CTOJIe nepen
HHUMH, H C MPCBEJIUKOH OCTOPOXHOCTBIO, CIOBHO 3TO JIMCTO-
BOE 30JI0TO, OOCTaJ OTTyAa ABa obGsioMKa, KoTopnlie CuMca
cerogHsa npoaana latapy. YBuaeB, ¢ Kakoif OCTOPOXHOCTbLIO
OH ¢ HUMHU obpaluaercsi, CUMca YyTb He B3BbUIA OT OOMAOHI.
HecoMHeHHo, aTap coBepluna cerofHsa NpeKpacHylo clie-
Ky, HaMHOIO Jydyule, YyeM oHa cama. Ho TyT peByuika
BCIIOMHWIA O KaMHSIX B CBOEM pyKaBe, W HaJaexiabl €€ OXHU-
BWINCh. EciH He3HaKoMeU Ae ACTBUTEILHO HLIET TAKHE KYCKH,
OHa CMOXET MOJIYYHTDb 32 HUX ropa3fo Gojblue, YeM TUIaHH-

poBaa.
— OTH KaMHHU... — 3BE3OHBINH YeJIOBEK HaKpbUl NaJOHbIO
60on1blIMH U3 GparMEeHTOB, — IA€ OHHM HalaeHbI?

OH npsiMo cpasy nepew€n K aeay. CuMca no4yBCTBOBaja
npe3peHUe K TaKoii OTKpOBeHHOCTH. Temepb OHa TOYHO
3Hana, 4yTto [atap xopoulo Harpea He3HakoMLa, €C/lH TOT
NMPOSIBWI TaKylO Xe€ UCKPEHHOCTb Meped 3TUM NMPOAOKEHHBIM
CTapbIM TOPIOBLEM.

— Ecnu T 3Haeuws Kykcopran, — oTBeTMna OeBYLIKa,
TOBOpS MelJIEHHO, TIATeJIbHO NnoabHpas cJI0Ba M NOAYEPKH-
Basi aKLIEHT BEpXHETro ropoaa, — TO JOJDKEH TakKKe 3HaTh, YTO
Takle KAMHHM, — OHa MaJblieM YyKa3ajla Ha o0JIOMOK, KOTo-
pbli OH TPHMKpBIBAJ J1aJOHLIO, — MOIYT ObITb HaHAEHbI
nosciooay. Xots...

Bo3MoOXHO, cTOM/IO caenaTh BUO, YTO TaKHe «COKPOBUIA»
HaWTU TpyaHo, U CuMca onHa 3HaeT ux TaiHy? Her, nyyue
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OLUI0O HE PHUCKOBATL. OHa Belb TNOHATHI HE HMeJla, 4YTO
pacckasan emy larap. To, yro oHa mponana Tlarapy, He
HaWnéus B JMI000H MYycCOpHOHM Kydye, 3TO pe3yabTaT LOJTHX
packonox — BHayane MQepsap, a norom U caMoii CHMCHI.

— Tbl roBOpHILIbL — NMOBCIOAY... — OH FOBOPWI MelleHHO,
KaK Y [JeBYIIIKa, KaK OOGBIYHO rOBOPSAT Ha YyXXOM s3bIKe. — He'
AyMalo, YTO 3TO NpaBaa. Sl yXe pasrosapuBajl C JIOpAOM
I'unbauu ApdesieHoM... — Tenepb YyXaK NMPUCTAILHO CMOT-
pen Ha CuMcy, M OHa cuaena HENOABUXHO, CTOHKO
BHUIEPXHWBAsl €ro B3NS, pelIMB NMOKAa3aTh, YTO €0 CJIoBa Ha
He€ He OeMcTBYIOT. MoxeT, 3T0 cKpbitag yrpo3a? XoTd OH
MOT Tropa3lo MEHBLIUM YMUCJIOM CJIOB OTIIPaBUTDh €€ B KOMHa-
Ty IJ151 AOTIPOCOB, a OT TAKO# MEePCIEKTUBDI 3aIPOXHT JIIO0O0H.

— DTO He MOM HaXxoIKM — IO KpaiiHeil Mepe, HE Bce, —
y npaBAbl TOpbKMH BKyc, KOrga €€ BBIPLIBAIOT HAaCWILHO, H
Cumca peako myckana e€ B xoa. Tonbko ®epBap Bceraa cpasy
OTIMYaJia MpaBay OT JDKM, U €€ HEBO3MOXHO ObUIO OOMaHYTb.

— Crapyxa yMepia, 1 To, YTO OHa cobpajia, CTalo MOMM.
OHa NocTOSTHHO MCKaJla cTapbie BEUIM W MeYTajla HaJl HUMH,
CYyuTasg UX HacCTOSILIMMH COKPOBHILAMH.

Ha 3ToT pa3 He3HakoMell OTBETHI He cpa3y, NMOTOMY YTO
BEPHYJICA MaJbYMK-CIyra M TPHHEC ABa MHTLEBLIX pora,
TapeJKy C TOpAYUM XapKUM, LWIMILBI ¥ JIOXKHA B CHEeLHa/b-
HBIX TOACTAaBKaX. 3BE3NHBIN YesNloBeK ObLICTpO ybpasn CBOH
NOKYTIKM B CYMKy, Noja/iblie oT NMOCTOPOHHHUX B3MIANOB, M
CumBa ono6pwna ero aeiicteus. Iloxoxe, oH roToB noge-
JIMTHCS C HEIO CBOMMHM HaXxodKaMH, HO He cobupaercs
3HaKOMHTb C HUMH OPYTHX.

3acc 3aueBenMIach U 6bICTPO CIYCTHIACH C TUiedya CHMCHI.
Takoe 06HAMe MUILM AN HUX 06OMX HENMPMBBIYHO, a 30pcall
K TOMy Xe TMocje LeNoro QHSA OXWIAHUS OODKEH ObITh
rogoneH. Jlesywika B3ssia IUMILBI, BbIOpana Kycok Msca
PasMepoM B CBOHM Najiell U NpPOTSHY/NA 30pcaiy. 3acc XaaHoO
3arjoTwia eny. ’

— OTOT MasibIll KAXeTCsl XOpoluo 06y4e HHbIM, — 3aMETHI
3BE3NHBIN YesIOBEK.

CHMca npoxeBasia M MpoOTJOTHIA KYCOK XECTKOIO KOpHS
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Taka, MpuIamliero 011040y ocTpblii BKYC, Mpexiae 4eM Ipo-
GopMoTaTh: ‘

— 3o0pcajioB HEBO3MOXHO OOYYHTb...

B oTBeT AeBylIKa yBHIEJNA €0 YAbIOKY, OT KOTOpOH JIMLIO
HE3HAKOMIIa CTAJIO €lUE MOJIOXKeE.

— MHe MHoOro pa3 roBopMiH 3TO, — COTJIaCWJICS OH. —
Ho noxoxe, 3TOT XMBET B IOJIHOM COIIaCHH € TOOOH,
JOCTOMNOYTeHHbIM. A Tatap cka3sasi, 4TO JIyYUIHX OXOTHHKOB
Ha BpeauTeJieil, 4eM TBOH, OH HHUKOTAa He Buaed. MoxeT, Thl
3Haellb TallHy, KaK 4YeJIOBEKY NMOAPYXHUTbCS C TAaKUMH?

Yro 310? Yykak nuiTaeTcs NMOAOJLCTHTLCA K Hell? Heyxe-
JIM OH CYHTAET, YTO 3TO NOMOXKET €My NMOAYMHMTDb ACBYLIKY
cBoeii Bosie? TyT OH, OJDKHO OBbITh, MOYYBCTBOBaJI HacTOpo-
XeHHOCTb CHMCHI WIHM MPOYEN YTO-TO Ha e€ JMle, NOTOMY
YTO B3sUI CBOM NMUTbEBOM por, MOAHEC ero K ry6aM U NMocMOF-
peJsi-Ha He€ MoBepxX Kpasl, KaK 4eJIoBeK, 3aJyMaBlUMiicsa Hal
3araJkom. '

— TBos crapyxa — u3 Hop... — 310 OBLT HEe BOMpoOC, HO
yTBepxaeHHe, U CHMca MOHsUIa, YTO OH paccrpallMBajl O
Heil larapa. — M MHOro oHa TakMX Haxoiwia B CBOMX
packonkax?

«Ecnn ckazatp «ga», — ObicTpo noaymana Cumca, — To
OH MOXeT HanmycTHTb Ha Hopbl TIOIOBMHY BCEX CTPAXHHKOB
I'nbaun. U Te OyayT cTpallHO paccepXeHbl, KOra HHYEro
He Haiayr. HyxHo ObITb OYEHb OCTOPOXHOII».

— He 3Hawo, rne oHa BrepBble Hallla TaKoe, — 3TO
npaBga. — A Mo3Xe OHa Hayajla MOKYNaTb HX...

3BE3OHBIN YeIOBEeK HAKJIOHWICS Bnepén, 3a0bIB O BLINHUB-
K€ M HEeTpPOHYTOi ene.

— ¥ Koro oHa mokynaja? — roJjioc €ro npo3By4yas He-
TPOMKO, HO B HEM cJIbllIAjIach BJIAaCTHOCTb, HaMeKaBllas Ha
TIPUBLIYKY CWIOH y3HaBaTbh TO, YTO €My HHTEPECHO.

— OOMH XHTenb peKH ObU1 B JOJTY Y CTapyxu, — ellé
HEMHOTO Npapabl, KOTOPO# BINOJIHE AOCTaTOYHO, YTOObI yBeC-
TH €70 B CTOPOHY, HalpaBUTb K HCTOYHHUKY, KOTOpBIi nepecox
YeThlpe Ce30Ha Ha3al, ¥ OTKPBITHE KOTOPOTO HHYETO eMy He
nacT. — Bpemsi oT BpeMeHM OH NPUHOCHJ TaKue OOJIOMKH,
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1I0TOM TepecTajl NMPHXOANTL: CMEPTH JIETKO NMPHUXOAUT B Tex
MecTaX, M TOBOpAT, 3a Hero 6bUla Ha3HavyeHa lieHa. 310 ObLn
pop, oOMaHYBIIHUI1 CBOEro XO3sMHa.

Bexu cTpaHHO# ¢dopMBI NPUKPBHUIH IV1a3a 3BE3NHOTO YeJo-
BeKa, HO OHH OITYCTWIHCh HEJOCTATOYHO OBICTPO, YTOOLI
CuMca He 3aMeTWIa GJIECHYBLIETO B IIa3ax MHTepeca. HTak,
nmpaBia — BcE-TaKu .JIyymiMi cnoco6. Hamo Hanpasuth ero
BBEpX MO pEKe, U TOraa OHa H30aBHUTCS OT HENMPMITHBIX
BOTPOCOB. '

TsokecTh B pyKaBe MO-NpexXHeMy HalloMHHalla O TOM, YTO
OHa NPUTroToBWIa Ha npoaaxy. IloyeMmy ObI MpsiMo ceifyac He
JOrOBOPHUTLCSI C HHUM, pa3 yX OH OXOTHUTCA 3a CTapbIMH
pemiaMu? Yyxak noBepwi B €€ paccka3, AeByllKa Obuia B
3TOM yBepeHa, M TaK KaK eMy SIBHO HYXHbI 3TH KYCKM, OHa
cyMeeT TOJIYYMTb OT Hero AocTaTo4Hylo miary. OgHako Cum-
ca 6bICTPO MoJaBWIA B3METHYBIUYIOCS HalexXay, HUKOraa He
clefyeT MCKYlIaThb cyabOy, Hagesichb Ha CIMLIKOM MHOTOe.

JleByllika OTOABHHYJIA CBOIO TapeJIKy M pa3Bsi3ajia IUIOTHO
3aBA3aHHbI pykaB. Ho noctana He yKpailieHHsl; MX OHa GbL1a
HaMepeHa JepXaTs 1o nocieaHero. Ceifyac Xe B X0Oa JOJX-
Hbl TIOMTH ApPYTHUE BELLM.

Crxayana CuMca JocTasa M3 KapMaHa nojypa3ourywo ¢u-
TypKy XuBoTHoro. Ho He3HakoMell MOCMOTpeJ Ha CTaTy3TKY
Tak, CJIOBHO 3TO TapeJiKa C XapKuM, a oH — xwureab Hop,
KOTOPBIi YK€ HECKOJIbKO IHeil He el.

— 3t0 nocnegnee! — CuMca npeaHaMepeHHO SICHO Aaja
3TO MOHATb. — Mory npoaarb.

U Bapyr, npexne yeM oHa CMOIJIa OCTAHOBHTH €I0, YyXakK
ObICTPO CXBAaTWJ KAaMEHHOIO 3Bepsd M NPHHSUICS BEPTETh B
PYKax, cIOBHO 3TO camasi Gosbliasi AParolleHHOCTb Jiopaa
Tunbaum. ‘

— OKc-ApT... HACTOALIHI DKC-ApPT, — roJioCc ero 3Byya
YyThb rpoMye 1IEMOTa, a Ha3BaHHEe HHUYEr0 HE TOBOPHIIO
AeByuwike. Ho CuMca TyT Xe NOBKO oTob6pana CTaTy3TKy, Tak
YTO OH He ycrnes NOOHECTH €€ K caMbIM Ila3aM.

— Bhavane norosopumMcs, — TBEpAO 3asiBWIA NEBYLIKA,
nocTaBasi BTOpOii 06JIOMOK KaMHsI, HO TIPUKPLIBas €ro pyKoi.
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— IlepBLIM OenoM — 4YTO TaKoe DKc-ApT? — KOHEYHO, OHa
MorJia MPOCTO NpoAaTh 3TH OO0JOMKHU 3BE3NHOMY YeJIOBEKY,
XOTd 3a TocJiefHHWe MIHOBEHHsI OHa YXe HECKOJIbKO pa3
nepecMaTpuBaia HeHy. Ho xopoiuo 6p110 6b1 y3HaTh, noyeMy
OHH TaK BaXHbI A1 Hero. Beskoe 3HaHMe, KOTOpOE YKIaabl-
BaeTCsl B N'OJIOBE, MO3BOJISCT AOJbLUIE NMOAAEPXHUBATh XKHU3Hb B
Tene.

YyxKaK HEOXOTHO BBINMMYCTWI KaME€Hb.

— OTO 3HAYUT «C ApTa», ¢ APYTrod IUIAHETHI, -O4YeHb
JpeBHel IUIaHETh], OTKYAA, KaK CYMTAIOT HEKOTOphIe, Mbl Bce
poaom. Ilo xpaiiHeii Mepe Te, KTO OpoAsiT MeX 3BE3daMM,
BepAT B 3T0. CKaxH, a He C/blllaa JIM Thl 00 HHOIUIAHETHH-
Ke — 4YenoBeke, no uMeHU Tom TceHr.

— A, 3TO TOT cyMaclleAlni, KOTOPbIii OTIIpaBWICS BBEPX
no pexke M uyepe3d nycthiHio B 2Kectoxkue Tlopm? Ilowén
HCKaTb COKPOBM1A, HO He BepHy/csa. Henb3s nnesaTsh B IULO
cyabbe, npeanpUHUMas TaKue MyTellecTBUS.

— 310 ObL1 MOII cTapuiuit Opar, — ecau 3BE3NHOMY
YyeJIOBEKY M He NMOHpaBWIach €€ Mnpe3puTe/ibHasi OlLEeHKa, OH
He noaan BUAy. — A MCKaJl OH ApYTHe COKPOBHLIA — 3HaHUA.
N y Hero ObLIO AOCTAaTOYHO OCHOBAHHWi BEPHUTB, YTO OH MX
Haia€T. BoT 3T0, — YyXaK KOCHYJICS TMOJIOBbl CTaTY3TKH, —
JIOKa3bIBaT, YTO OH ObL1 mpaB. S npuiuén, yToObl OTHICKATH
ero.

CuMca noxasna Iie4aMu.

— Ecnu 4enoBek MOAHOCHT HOX K CBOEMY ropJly U 3asB-
JIAET: «A He BBINYCTMTb JIH MHE CBOIO XH3Hb», K YeEMY €ro
ocTaHaBauBaTh? B MMpe M Tak NMOJHO NPUAYPKOB U CBHX-
HYBLIUXCS, — TMOBTOpHJIa OHa nomnyiasapHoe B Hopax
BbIcKa3biBaHHe. — OOHU XMBYT, OpyTHE YMMPAIOT, OAHHU
HMIIYT CMEPTH, ApyrHe OeryT OoT He€, HO KOHYaeTcs BCE
ONUHAKOBO.

JIMUO ero crano HEBBIPA3UTENILHBIM.

— TlsaTbaecAT MWIb-KpEAUTOB.

CuMca nokayaja rojioBojii.

— 51 He 6epy HHO3eMHble JEHbIH, — PELIUTEIbHO OTBETH-
Jla eByllIKa. 3acc MPOTSIHYJa TOHKYIO Jlaly M caMa cXBaTuia
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KycoKk Msica. CuMmca He obparwia Ha 3To BHHMMaHus. EE
cOOCTBEHHBbIH Trosiof ObUT ellé He YHOBJIETBOPEH, HO OHa
BCTPEeBOXMIach. Beab He3HaKoMell MOXET IMPOCTO OTOOpaTh Yy
Heé 3TH aBa o6noMka. CTOMT eMy KpHKHYTh: «OHa u3 Hop»,
M €€ TYT Xe BbIOpOCST M3 NOCTHHHLBI Ja ell€ ¥ H300bI0T 10
TOJIyCMEPTH. A ec/IM OHa caMa MNonbITaeTcsl U36aBUTLCS OT
YyXXe3eMHBIX IeHeT, Mo6oH MeHsa cpa3y OOBUHUT €€ B TOM,
YTO OHa He3aperdcTpMpoBaHHbI Bop. Teneps oHa mMoHsiia,
KaK Hepa3yMHO NMOCTYTIWIa, Koraa BooOlle corjiacuiach npuii-
TH cloga. JTO OHA OKa3ajlach claboyMHOI!

— JlaBaii s 3aruiavy Kpeautbl [aTapy, a OH OOMeHsIET MX
ans Tebs.

CuMca B HEroJOBaHMM JaXe OCKaaWwia 3yObl, KaK JAefacT
3acc, Korna oHa HenoBosibHa. Hcmonb3oBaTh B KayecTBe
nocpeIHHMKA Biaagenbua cknaga? KeM eé cuuTaeT 3TOT HHO3€E-
Meu? Eil oyeHb MOBe3ET, eclIM OHA TOJNYYHUT XOTb MATYIO
4acTh CBOMX HEHer.

— 3aru1aT MHe AECSTh JAECSITKOB MaJIbIX MapoOB JIOMaHbIM
cepebpoM, — cka3aila oHa. — M He MeHblue.

— JloroBopunuck! — OH NMPOTSHY/ PYKY JIAZOHBLIO BHU3 H
HakpbUl €10 ABa o61oMKa KaMmHsA. JleByluika yauBwiach. Ha
MIHOBEHHE €M CTajlo Xajib, YTO OHa He MoTpeboBaja BABOE
6onbuie. Ho OCTOPOXHOCTL TYyT Xe HamnoMHWIa €if, 4To
XaaHocTb 10 No6pa He NOBOAMT. 3a AECATh AECATKOB KYCKOB
cepebpa OHa CMOXET MOCEJUTBECS B HIDKHEH YacTH ropoaa M
HaiiTu cnoco6 3apabaTbiBaTh Ha XH3HbL noganbliie oT Hop.
Ecnu yyxe3eMen He yMeeT TOProBaTeCsl, TEM JIydllle AJIs HeE.

CuMca cHOBa crpsiTasa KAMHM B KapMaH pyKaBa M 3aBsi3a-
Ja ero. IlotToM BIOXWIa CBOIO PYKy B XIYIIYIO JIaOOHb
MYXYHHbl, YTOOBI 3aKpenuTb Joropop. Koxa e€ kasamach
OYeHb TEMHOH Ha ¢OHe CBETIOH KOXM JyXe3eMlla.

— TIlpuHec€wb cepebpo, u 06a TBoM. MBI 3aKITIOYWIH
lorosop, U mycTb cyabba HakaXeT Hac CBOUM TEMHBIM Xe3-
JIoM, ecaM Mbl ero HapywuM! — MNpoM3Hec/a [OeByllKa
CTapMHHYIO PBIHOYHYIO KISITBY, KOTOPYIO HE HapyLIMT Odaxke
BoOp.

— Iownu co MHoii K latapy, u 1 nam Tebe cepebpo.
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CuMca pelIduTeNIbHO NMoKayana ronoBoii. [TokaswiBaTh Ta-
Kyl0 CYMMY JaXxe MNOJYAPYTY INymno. A BAPYT OH paccKaXeT
I'atapy, 3ayeM eMy Takue AeHbIM? 3TO TaK Xe IUIOXO, KakK
ecaM Obl OH 3aTUIaTIWI Ha Ia3ax y Xo3sguHa ckinaaoB. Ho kak
3TO OOBACHHUTL He3HAaKOMIYy? MOXET JIM OHa paccYuThIBaTh
Ha ero NoHMMaHue?

A Beob OHa cyMTana ce6sl TaKoH YMHOM, IUIaHBI Ka3aTHUCh
TaKHMMM MPOCTLIMHU — TMOYEMY OHA He MpelBUIesNA MOA0OHBIX
TpyaHocTei? JleByllKa KaKoe-To BpeMsl pasI/siblBaia Iaji-
KO€ JIMLIO YyXaKa, TMOJyNPHUKPHIThIE CTPaHHBIe IMa3a. [ToToM
B3IVISIHY/Ia Ha 30pcajia M MPUILETKHY/A A3bIKOM.

3acc Kak pa3 NMPUKOHYMUJA NMOCJEAHHUI KYCOK Msca, U e€
TOHKMH A3bIK METHYJICSI CHayaJla B OAHH yToJ GOJIbLIOTO pTa,
noroM B apyroi. ITo curHany CuMchl OHa pe3Ko MNoaHsna
roJIOBY, pa3BepHy/jla aHTEHHbl M TOJHsUIA UX, TaK. YTO He-
XHble Mephs MO KpasgM 3aJpoXaliu.

— IlporsHu naneu! — npukasajia aeByllKa, YKa3biBasi Ha
3opcana. He3aHakoMel J0Jro cMoTpesn Ha He€, MOTOM TMOCy-
mascs.

3opcan BLITSHY/ AJIMHHYIO lLI€l0, BLICTABMB BIEpEN OCT-
PYI0 MOpAY W OOHAXWB KJIbIKHM, ABa K3 KOTOPLIX MNOJIblE H
3aIoJIHEHBl fAAOM, OT KOTOPOTO YeJIOBEK OydeT MYyYMThCH
MHOTO 4YacOB, H OCTOPOXHO HanpaBWICs K NaJblly. AHTEHHBI
OIyCTWJIMCh, HA MFTHOBEHHE KOCHYBIIHCb PYKH M MaJbla.

ITotoM 3acc noBepHynia rojoBy Ha CropOJIEeHHBIX IUIcyax M
HCIyCTWIa ropTaHHbIH KpUK. CHMca nepesesa AbIXaHHe. 3TO
ObL1 ell€ cOoBceM HOBBLIM BUI OOLIEHUS MeXIY HMMM, OHa
NOJIB30BAJIaCh TAKMM CIIOCOGOM TOJIBKO pa3 WM Ba A0 3TOTO
— M Kaxablii pa3 3acc oka3blBajlach NpaBa B CBOECH OLIEHKe
JoOpoii WIM 3710H BOJM TOro, Koro UcnbiThiBana. [lpasna,
ceiiyac nepea HUMHM MHO3eMeELl, U 30pcall MOT He CIIPaBUTBCH
c ero HeoObIYHOCTBIO, HO CHMca MOHHMMaJa, YTO y He€ HeT
BbIOOpa. HyXHO TONbKO nocrapathcsi 06e30nacHTh cedsl.

— He paccka3sbiBait 060 MHe I'atapy, He roBopm, 3aycM
Tebe cepebpo. [IpocTo Bo3bMH y Hero GosblIMe KYyCKH, a He
00JIOMKH, M CKaXM, 4YTO He Haweén MeHsd. [lotoM pasmeHsan
TaKajibl HAa MEHbUIHE KYCKH M NPHHECH HX... — TOJIBKO HE B
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Hopsl, nesymnka 6nU1a HamMepeHa GoJble He BO3BpalllaThcA
Tyna. HaneB HoByIO ofexay, OHa MOXOAWIa 10 TOCTHHHLIAM B
HIDKHEM Tropofie U 3allOMHWIa Te, KOTOPbIMH MOXHO BOC-
nonb3oBaTbesd. «CniMHABOKep» B Heil mocensiloTcsi peyHble
TOPIroBLIbI, HO ceifYac He CE30H, M TOCTHHHMIA OTHIOAbL He
rnepenojiHeHa. A y He€ HeIUloxasl pernyTalus, Xo3siika pery-
JIAPHO IIATUT AaHb ['WibAHM BOPOB, M TE, KTO XHUBYT B HEll,
MOIyT He OosATbhcs rpabexeit. CuMca ObicTpo OObBsICHWNIA
yyxe3eMIy, KaK HalTH 3Ty TOCTHMHMLIY.

— Yero Tbl GonibcsA? — HErpoMKO CNPOCWI OH, KOraa
JeBYLIKA 3aKOHYWJIA.

— boiock? Beero - Becsxoro! M1 3To moMoraeT MHe coxpa-
HATH XU3Hb! — PE3KO OTBETWIA OHA. — DTOT MUP MOCTOSIHHO
NMPENOJHOCUT CYPOBBIE YPOKM: M JIMO60 Hayuyuuibcsi, JMOGO
yMpéwub. S Gyay XIaTh TBOETO BO3BPALIEHHA 0 PaCCBETHOTO
roHra. JJorosopwiuce?

— Hackonsko cMory, — OTBETHI 4YyXak.

Cumca nyneii BbiIcKOYWIa U3 KaGHHeTa, NPUXBAaTUB C CO-
6011 3opcana. YeM ObicTpee OHa OGEPETCS 10 CBOEro ybexuila
Ha HOYb, TeM Jjyduie. XOTS Ha yJHLAX, TENepb yXe COBCEM
TEMHBIX, OHAa MOXET PacCYHTHIBATh Ha 30pcasia. 3acc npeayn-
PeoNT, €ClIM KTO-HHOyAb CTaHET CJEeAUTb 3a HeM, 4YTOoOBbI
orpaburb WiH YOUTb.

H BoT Bckope, NPHUCIOHMBHIMCH K NMOJYOTKPLITHIM CTaB-
HSIM cBoell KOMHaThl B rocTMHHLE, CHMMca HMKaK He Morna
PEIINTb: YUTU €l U TMOCKOopee pacTBOPHUTBLCS B rOpoAc WIH
BCE-TaKH OOXIATbCSA PAacCBETHONO NOHIA M NMpHXxoda He3Ha-
koMua. CuMce He HpaBWICS PHUCK, KOTOPOMY, KAK CUMTaja
JeByuika, oHa cebs nmoaBepraer. Eif xopoio 6bL1a BMAHA
yAuua BHM3y B 000OMX HamnpaBJIeHHUsIX, 3acc CHae/a Ha CTBOP-
Ke CTaBeH, CKJIOHMB I0JIOBY T0]l, Ka3aJ10Ch 6bl, HEMBICTHMBIM
YIIIOM, ¥ BHUMATeNbHO IVISiAs MO CTOPOHAM, MPUWYEM BUaena
OHa HOYbIO, KaK XOpOLUO 3Hajla AEeBYyWIKA, ropasfo Jyylle
4esoBeKa. .

VYnuua 6bna 3anuTa TeHAMM. B HMXHeit yacTu ropoaa
GoHapy penku M M3-3a 3KOHOMMH, H IO XEJAHHIO TeX, KTO
30eCh XUBET X XOAMT MOA NMOKPOBOM Ho4M. CHMca oTMeTWIA
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HecKoMbKMX mnpoxoxux. Ho "6blna yBepeHa, 4TO MHOTIMX,
CTapaloUIHXCsl OCTaTbCs He3aMe4YeHHbIMH, He yBHIeNa, a 30p-
can o KpalHeil Mepe TPUXIBI €€ Mpeaynpexnan O TaKHX.

Tak kak y yyxe3eMLia He AOJDKHO ObITb NMPUYMUH XOIMTH
cKpbITHO, CuMca TONMbKO OTMeTWIa 6bicTphble MoKauMBaHUA
aHTeHH 3acc, XOTA W MbITaJach MO 3TUM ABHXEHHUSIM CYIMTb,
KTO npoweén BHM3Yy. OgHaxabl €l NokKasajoch, YTO OHa
3aMeTHJIa IBHXYLIYIOCS T€Hb, HO 3TO BCE.

JeBywika 3agyna naMny B KOMHaTe, KaK TOJBKO H3 Heé
BbIIWIA TPA3HasA NpUCIyXHULUA. [ToToM, pyKoBOACTBYACH XpHII-
JILIMM Bo3rJlacaMM 3acc, TUlaTeJIbHO oObiCKajla KOMHaTy; 3a
yachl COBMECTHOM paboThl B TEMHOTE OHa Hay4yMJiach NNPUCIIY-
LLIMBATbLCS K CBOEH CNyTHHLIE U IOHUMATh €€ 3BYKH.

CuMca He Morja NOHSTb, NOYEMY MCMBITHIBAET TaKylo
TpeBOry, HO 3Hajla, KaKMe OMACHOCTH MOIYT €€ OXHIaTb, U
NpUroToBunack K HUM. JleBylika TpHXabl obolwia MajeHb-
Koe [MoMelleHHe, BHayajle MeQJICHHO H OCTOPOXHO, a B
TPETHI1 pa3 C YBEPEHHOCTBIO YeJOBeKa, MAYLIETO MO 3HaKOo-
Mo Tpone. M nocne Kaxaoro o6xona oHa OcTaHaBIMBAIACh
H CMOTpejia B OKHO.

Yyxe3deMell COMIaCUICA, MO €€ MHEHMIO, Ha CKAa304HYIO
nnary. U, cyas no BceMy, roToB ObU1 3aIU1aTUTh €llE Ooiblie.
Ho xagHocTb onacHa, a CuMca He XOTeJla HaBJleKaThb Ha cebs
IOTIONHUTENbHYI0 onacHOCcTb. K TOMy Xe y He€ eu€ ocraloT-
ca ykpaweHusa. OkasbiBaeTcs, cTapyxa OCTaBWia eil
IeMCTBUTENBHO LIEHHOE HAc/eACTBO.

Kro-To wWweén nocpeanHe y3koi ynuubl. lI€n yBepcHHO.
Koraa oH npoxoaun noa ¢oHapeM, Cumca y3Hajla KOCTIOM
3BE3HOIO YesloBeKa.

Tonbko...

3acc BbITAHY/IAa aHTEHHbB] U HCIMYCTWIA TOpTaHHOE Npeayn-
pexaeHue. 3BE3NHbIN YenoBeK npubmxancs, u Cumca 6mxe
noJolUia K OKHY, YBepeHHasi, YTo €€ TEMHOe JIMLO W 3ayep-
HEHHble OPOBU HUKTO CHU3Y HE CMOXET pasrjisiieTh.

EMy ocTaBasioch 1HAroB WieCThb OO BXxolda B N'OCTHHHULY, W
TyT OT ApYTroi ABEpM, MO [AHWArOHAJIM, OTHAEJWIACh TEHb.
OoHUM NpBDKKOM TEHb, KaK Bep-Kpbica, pByLIasics K ropay
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XKepTBLI, OKa3ajiach 3a YeJIoBeKOM, KoToporo xaana Cumca.
Hananaowmii BIOpocHT BriepéQ HOrH — CMocob, K KOTopo-
MY 4acTo NMpHOeraloT HOYHbIC TPabUTENN, A1 3TOIO MOAOLIBbI
MX OOYBM HenaloTc OCOOEHHO TSXKENBIMH; yaap OOBIYHO
HAMpaBJISIOT B HOTM XEPTBbI, YTOObI OpOCHTb €€ BnepEn Ha
OYyNLDKHHUKH.

Tax nna”HupoBan Hanagawowuii. Ho B TOoT MOMeHT, Koraa
OH JOMXeH ObUl 3aBeplLUUTh CBOE OTpabOTaHHOE [OJTOM
NMpaKTUKOI HamaJieHue, XepTBa ¢ TAKOM Xe CKOPOCTBhIO YyTh
OTOABHMHY/ach BiIeBo. He3dHakoMua crierka 3ajen avilb OOMH
GalIMaK, a caM OH MTHOBEHHO pa3BepHYJIC H HaHEc pyO6s-
LIMii yaap pe6poM JagoHH. '

CuMca, He coBceM OTaaBasg cebe OTYET B COOCTBEHHBIX
JEeHCTBHUSX, TOXe IBUHYNA PyKy Briep€n (MOXET, NPOCTO He®
XOTejla YMYCKaTh TaKylo JOObIMY; TaKOi CyMMbl y He€ elue
HHUKoOrga He ObU10). 3acc, TaKk M He BepHYyBllas cebe rmnos-
HOCTbIO CIIOCOOHOCTB JIeTaTb, BCE X€ MOIJIa OepXaTbhCcs B
Bo3ayxe. llapanHyB KorrsaMu pyky CHMchbl, 30pcal B3jeTesa
M Havaja CMyCKAThCS Ha YJIHLY MO CIIHPAJIH; MONET €€ BOBCE
HEe MOXOAWI Ha JIETKME OBWXKEHHUs €€ TOTOMKOB, HO OHa
cyMena CIyCTHTbCS MpsMO K Aepyunmcs. CuMca noBepHYy-
Jlach U CXBaTWIa NepBoe Momnaplieecss MOA PYKY OpyXHe —
NMoralleHHYIO JIaMIy Ha cToJjie. BLUTMB Macjio M CYyHyB JaMny
3a nosic, OHa pacnaxHyjla CTaBHHM M IOcjieoBajla 3a 30pca-
JIOM.

HeByuuka ewl€ paHbllle 3aMeTWIA Y3KUH KApHHM3, WIYLIWH
BHOJIb Bcero GpoOHTOHA NOCTUHHLEBI, ¢ KOTOPOTIO, KaK oKa3a-
JIoCb, JIETKO MOXHO CIIPbITHYTh Ha MOCTOBYIO, 3TOMY OHa
Hay4yunacb MHOTO JeT Ha3an. OnpaBUBLIMCH OT Tomn(a, OHa
BCKOYMJIa U nobexana.

M3 xinybka nepywmxcs BoipBaicsi BCKpMK. CHMca MOHHUMa-
Iollle kuBHYNMa. HoyHoit Bop Bcerna coxpaHsieT MOT4aHHE, HO
HeoXHOaHHOe HamnaleHue 30pcajia XoTb Y KOro BbIpBET KpHK,
OCOOeHHO, eci 3acc MoJy4yiia BO3MOXHOCTE A40o0paThest A0
ropsa, JMLa WIH I71a3.

M npexne yeM mepyuika nobpanach A0 AEpPYyLIUXCS, OHH
PasbeauHMUnMch. HanaBiuivi rpynoit nexan Ha MOCTOBOM, a
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Ha HoOTM TMoAHsUIcA yyxe3deMell. Hemoman€ky mociabliianiuch
ronoca. CuMca gobexasa A0 3BE3NHOrO 4YeJOBEKa KaK pa3 B
TOT MOMEHT, KaK OH pa3BepHYJICsl, TOTOBbIi BCTPETUTh HOBOE
HamnaJaeHHe.

— Tlouwn, 3BE3nHBIN Opofsira! — AeBYylIKAa CXBaTWIa €ro
3a pyKy, KOTOPYIO YyXaK NPOTSHYJ K Heil, H, AepXach 3a He€,
HAKJIOHWIAch M MOJACTAaBWIa LIMPOKHIl pyKaB 3opcayy. 3acc
ObICTPO BCKapaOKajiach, pa3pbiBas KOITSMHM TNpOYHBbI MaTe-
puan.

CKo/Ib3HYB NMaJbLlaMM MO pyKe MyXuyuHbl, CHMca cxana
€ro 3alnsicTbe U AEPHYJa K APYTOH CTOPOHE Y/IMLBI.

— BexuM! — npukasana oHa U CHOBa MOTSAHYNA 32 PYKY.

Yyxak He cran e€ paccrpawinBaTh, H Cumca Obuia emy
6narofapHa 3a 3TO; IO-NpeXHeMY JepXach 3a PYKHM, OHM
HBIDHYIM B OOKOBYIO YIMUY, OTBICK&JIM BXOA B KIaJOBYIO
rOCTMHMLbI, M OBephb JIETKO MoAajiach MOA yOapoM IuUleya.
lNocTeit ceifyac ObUIO HEMHOTO, M KJIaIOBYIO HE 3aTpOMOXJa-
JIM TpHUMnackl, K TOMy Xe JeBylliKa 3apaHee ybeawnach, YTO
OBEpb He 3amepra M UCMOJB3YyeTCs A1l TaiiHbIX YXOAOB M
npuxoaoB. K 3ToMy OTKpBITHIO €€ NMPHUBEJ MHCTUHKT XHUTEJIs
Hop: u3 kaxnoi Hopbl AOJDKHO ObITh HE MEHee ABYX BbIXO-
noB. Tak 4To OHa ObUla roTOBa MCIOJIL30BaTh YEPHBIN XOA.

OtTyna oHa THXO NpoBeJia CIyTHUKA K 3aJHeil JIeCTHHLE,
Ha rajepelo 6e3 nepwi, B LEHTPaIbHbIH 3aJl U, HaKOHel, B
CBOIO KOMHATY. YXe 3aKpbiBas ABepb U CTaBsl JIaMITy Ha CTOJI,
OHa ycJbllliajia rojioca M 3BYKH LIaroB BHU3Y Ha ylIHMLe.

3opcan nopJieTeN K OTKPLITOMY OKHY, CHMca, CKOJIb3HYB
MMMO 4yXe3eMlla, OKa3ajach TaM Xe YYTh IO3Xe.

BHM3y coOpanuch J10aM, He MHee TPEX, OHHU CTOSUTH
BOKPYT JieXaBLIero Ha MocToBoil. ToT cToHan. A Mo yaule ¢
JlaMIlaMM Ha llecTax NpHOJIMXaJMch MHUPOTBOPLbI, KOTOpLIE
OOBLIYHO HHUKOTJA He 3aXoAAT B 3TOT paiioH. [naza Cumcel
Cy3WINCh, KaK y 3acc, KOrga B HHX yaapsieT coiHue. Y
cTpaxy I'mabaMM He HAO/IXHO ObITb TNPHYHH MOSIBISTHCS
snech. Kto e€ Bbi3Ban? EAMHCTBEHHbIH BCKPUK HalajaBlIero
He MOT NPOHECTHUCH Yepe3 NATH YJIHL 40 LIMPOKOTO MpOocneK-
Ta, rae HaxoQMTCs MOCT cTpaxu. M maxe B TakoM ciydyae
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CTPaXHHUKH He oOpaTwiM Obl HA HEr0O HU Majieilliero BHUMa-
HHS, TaK KaK KpH4yaT B HIDKHeM ropoze. ¥ I'wibaun BopoB
€CTb COOCTBEHHbIE CTPAXHHUKH... TaK YTO...

— Jlionu ApdenneHa... — MyX4HHa NMPOU3HEC 3TO THUXHM
LIENOTOM, M OHa OLIYTWIAa Ha LIeKe ero gbixaHue. JleByuika
YAMBIEHHO MOCMOTpEJIa Ha Hero: Kak OH CMOT TNOAOMTH TakK
HECJIBIIIIHO, YTO OHA JaXe He 3aMeTuia.

Jlopa Apdennen! Cumca 6pU1a TaK yBepeHa, YTO Hamaaasi
npocToii rpabutens U3 I'WIbaAUH BOPOB, YTO B NEPBOE MIHO-
BEHHME 3TO UMs el Hudero He ckasano. Ho Tyt B cBete
¢doHapeii Ha ulecTax OHa pasmidanesia, YTO B TPYIIE JioAeH,
coOpaBUIMXCSI BOKPYT JieXaBUIEro (T€, YTO OKPYyXaJH €ro
paHblHE, CyMeJIM YCKOJIb3HYTb, 32 MCKJIIOYEHHEM JBOMX, KO-
TOPLIM TYT Xe€ 3aBEPHY/IH PYKM ¥ HaOpPOCWIM Ha lIeH MEeTIH),
BCe HOCAT 3HA4yKM He cTpaxeil ['wibaum, a TMYHBIX BOHHOB
Jopaa...

Apdennen! He pasnymbiBag, CuMca pasBepHy/nach M BbI-
MyCTHIa KOITH, TOTOBas B KJIOYbsl pa30opBaTh IVTYTILA, KOTOPBIiA
HaBJIEK Ha He€ TaKylo KatacTpody. OHa naxe ycbllliaja CBOMH
COOCTBEHHBIII THEBHBbIN TOPTaHHBIH BO3TJIaC, NMOXOXWN Ha
KpHK 3acc, Koraa Ta cobupaercs HananaTb. Ho TyT e€ kucth
nepexBaTHIa XeJle3Has pyKa; M KaK HH OMBITHA 6bL1a AeByll-
Ka B caMOO0OpOHe, OTHAKO 3TOT 3aXBaT pa30pBaTh He CyMea.
YyxxeseMell 3aBEpHYJI €if pYKy 3a CIIMHY C TOM Xe JIEIKoCThIo,
C KaKoH CTpaXHHKHU MNpoaeNajid 3TO C IUIEHHMKaMH BHM3Y.
Teneps eMy ocTaBaJIoch TOJILKO CBECTH €€ MO JIECTHHULIE BHH3
M NPUCOEOUHHUTLCS K IpyIne BHM3Y, M Yero Toraa ei xaarb?

CuMca 3ampoxasia M TYT Xe BOo3HeHaBHiena cebs 3a 3Ty
Ipoxbs. Ho He3HakoMell He TOJKHY/N €€ K ABEPH, KOTOPYIO
OHa TOJILKO 4YTO 3allepiia, HalpOTHB, IUIOTHEE NMpUXaJ K cede.
Hpyroit pykoit oH o6xBaTW1 €€ 3a TaJMIO C TAKOH CWIOH, C
KaKoli OHa HHKOrJa He BCTpeyaslach paHblle, U NMpOLIEeNTal,
ONATb Kacasich AbIXaHHEM €€ LUEKH.

— Tuie!

Hemano oszamayeHHasds, CuMca NpPHHsUIaCh pPa3MbILUIATD.
Heyxenu 3BE3aHBIN YeNOBeK He TNOMBbITAETCS MOMYYMTDb 3a-
LIMTYy Y OAHOIO M3 CaMbIX BJIMATEJIbLHbIX U OOraThix JOpAOB
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IM'iabauu? Benb 3TOT OTpsd, KOTOPBIM TaK ObICTPO NMOSBWICA
BHM3Yy, HaBepHSKa ObU1 Moc/laH paay Hero. XopoLlo M3BeCT-
HO, YTO MUHOILUIAHETSAH Henb3sd TporaTbh B KyKcoprase; HUKTO,
HHU HU3KHUIL, HU BBICOKMIi, He NOJDKEH CYMTATh UX NOObIYEH.
OnHako 4yXakK He CTal OKJIMKaTb CBOMX BEPOSITHBIX 3a-
WHUTHUKOB. HanpoTus, oH JeficTBOBaJl KaK YeIOBEK, KOTOPOMY
HY>XXHO CKpBITbCSI, KOTODPbIH 4Yero-to onacaercsi. CuMca 4yTh
YCIIOKOMJIACh U pacciabunach, 6osbllle HE Hampsiras TeJo.

I'naea 4

Hukro He npuOMMXancs Ko Bxooy B TOCTHHHLY H He
cTy4yal B ABepH APYTHX 3AaHMii, XxoTd CuMca oxuaana, YyTo
HeMelJIeHHO HayHYTCd MOMCKH YyXedeMua. MHaue 3ayeM xe
JIMYHas CTpaXa OJHOIO M3 BBICLIMX JiopaoB I'mabauu nocne-
nyeT 3a HUM B HIDKHMH ropoa? U oHa crosina, Gosnblue He
COTIPOTUBJIASACH €r0 XBaTKe, IIsAsl, KaK BHU3Y NMOILHSIM Jie-
XaBllero, 3aCTaBUB [BOMX TUIECHHHKOB HECTHM WIH BepHee
MOJIYTAallUTh €ro, M BCSA TIpyInna Hadaja TNOJAHHMMAThLCS B
BEPXHHMH ropoa.

3acc omsTh cena Ha CTBOPKY CTaBEH, BBLITSHYB AHTEHHbBI
BHH3, K TOMY, YTO NMpoHcxoauno Ha ynuue. Korna crpaxHuku
YUUIM, YyXe3eMel BbIMYCTWI OeBYLIKY M 3aKpbUl CTaBHH.
CTano TeMHo.

— Yro Tbl 30ech Aenaeuib? — MepBOil HapyllWwia Mojya-
Hue Cumca. OHa nNo/KHaA 3HaTh, B YEM OH 3aMelllaH, YTOObI
ObITb TOTOBOM K 3alIHTE.

— To, uto obewian. 4 npuHéc Tebe 3TO!

OHa ycablliajia WIOPOX B TEMHOTE, NMOTOM 3BOH C TOTO
MecTa, rae JOJDKeH ObU1 CTOSTb CTOJI.

— Bot Haw pacyér.

JeByluka Ha oLIyTIb Hallla JOPOTry K CTOJY, ITIOMCKasa TaM
namny. CIMUIKOM MHOFO Macjia BBUIWIOCL Ha HeE camy,
Koraa oHa XoTesia MCNOJIb30BaTh JaMIy Kak opyxue. OHa Bcs
nponaxyua MacjsoM. CuMca BbiCeK/Ia MCKPY M 3aXIJa JlaMIly.
Ha crtone nexan xoiwenék, toncteiii. I[lo Apyryio cTopoHy
CTO/Ma Ha He€ BHHUMATE/IbHO CMOTpEN YyXe3eMell YyTh NpH-
LLlypEeHHBIMH TJ1a3aMH.
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CuMca He MpUTPOHYNAach K Kowensky. Ewié rmyGxe mor-
pyXaThCsl B eJla dyXe3eMua, AaXe MPOCTO MpolaaTh €My TO,
YTO OH XOYET, — MEHBIIE BCero eil Ternepb XOTeJIOCh 3TOTO.
OagHako OHHM 3aK/IIOYWIM TOPIOBbIi JOroBOp, K TOMY Xe€
HHUKTO KpOMe He€ caMOM, YyxaKa M cTapyxu (B €€ BpeMsi) He
3HAaeT O ABYX NpeAMETax, KoToprle €cTh y AeBywkd. Cumca
6bUIa yBepeHa, YTo Aaxe ecau y ['atapa y3HAIOT, KaKylo Belllb
OHa mpoaaja eMy, TO BTODYIO NpoAaxy BcE paBHO HHKaK
npociaeauTh He cmoryT. OHa yHIET oTcloda paHO, TeM Xe
caMbIM 3aJHHUM XOAOM; €C/M NoTpedyeTcsl, YWIOET MO Kpbl-
waM. Ho... oHa gomKHa y3HarTb.

CkKonb3KHMMH OT Macia naibuaMyd CuMca pa3Bsizajia pyKaB
M Ha OLIYTIh OTbICKaja ODJIOMKM C pe3b0oif, BCE 3TO BpeMs
OCTOPOXHO I/isiAsl Ha He3HakoMua. TOT He uieBenwicsi, U
PYKHU €ro, IycTble M pacciabieHHble, OCTAaBAIMCh Ha BHIY.

Ho kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, Korjga [JeBylLIKa AOCTaBala
KaMHH, B CBET€ JIaMIlbl MOKA3aJoCh YTO-TO €lUE; KAKHM-TO
06pa3oM pa3BepHYynach TKaHb, KoTopylo CMMca cyuTasa IUIoT-
HO 3aBsi3aHHOIl. ClI0OBHO caMa cynbba HayMHaeT NpeaaBaThb
e€, nogyMana CuMca, MNbITasgCh NMEPEXBATUTh COACPXHMOE
CBEPTKA, HO CXBaTWIA TOJIbKO MYCTYIO TKAHb, a COAEPXHMOE
0Ka3aJIoCh Ha SIPKO OCBELIEHHOM CTOJIE.

Konbuo He GyecTesnio, CIULIKOM MSIOK ObL1 €ro MeTaul
CJHLIKOM JOJITO OHO MpOoJieXaso Mnoj 3eMIEH, a eAHHCTBEH-
HbIif KAMEHb, MOJIOYHO-MATOBbII, U TAK HUKOTa HE CBEpKaJ.
‘Ho npsTats xonblo Gosblile 6bU10 GeCMNOE3HO, OHO CJIOBHO
BbICBOOOAWIOCH MO COOCTBEHHOM BoJIE.

U nepen ux B30poM NnpeacTasi KpollleYHblii 3aMOK C AByMs
6alIHsAMM M Kpblllei U3 HEHU3BECTHOIO KaMHA. CHMca oTOpo
CHJa CBEPTOK C pE3HbBIMM KaMHSMM M, BBINTYCTHB KOITH,
cxBaTwia Kosblo. OHa JIErKO paccTaHETCs — €CJIU MOSBUTCS
BO3MOXHOCTb WIH €€ BBIHYAST — C JBYMS IPYTMMH yKpalle-
HUSIMM, TEMH, YTO JOCTAIMCH €l OT CTapyXH, HO C 3THUM —
Het! C Toro caMoro MoMeHTa, KakK AeByllKa Halula KOJbLo,
OHa 3HaJla, YTO 3Ta AParolleHHOCTb NMPUHALJIEXHT TOJBKO eH.

M xots yyxe3eMel pacKpbll MaKeT, IOCTA] U3 HETO KaAMHH
¢ pe3pboli M, Kak fogobaer G1aropa3yMHOMY MNOKYTIATeNlIO,
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paccMoOTpesl MX, BHUMaHHe ero GLICTPO BEPHYNOCh K PyKaM
neByuikd. Ilo kakoif-To npuunMHe, MOXeT, 6pocas BBI3OB, a
MOXET, OT TOIO, YTO OH TaK JIETKO C Helo CIpaBWICH Y OKHa,
CuMca He CTasa npATaTh Konblo. Hanporus, oHa Hazena ero
Ha 6o/blLIOM Majlell M YyTh JIM He BLICTaBWIA Nepa COOOM.

YyxkaK He CTaJl HAKJIIOHATLCS, YTOOBI JIyyllle pacCMOTPETD.
N TeM He MeHee CHMca BuIesa, YTO OH BHHMATENLHO
paccMaTpHBaeT KosbLo. Y HakoHell OH cKa3an — ckas3al Tak,
CJIOBHO CJIOBa BbIPBIMCbh NMOMHUMO €ro BOJIH:

— A 370 otKyaa?

— BOT10? — HAeBYLIKA MOCTyYyasia YyTb BLITAHYTHIM KOITEM
apyroi pyxu. — Jlap crapyxu (mo-cBoemy, 3To ObUIO Npas-
noi: ecny 661 CHMca He NOXOPOHWIA CTapyXy, OHAa He Hallla
6b1 Konbuo). He 3Halo, roe oHa B3sina ero.

Tenepb OH BCE-TAKM NMPOTAHYJ PYKY.

— Thl NO3BOJIHILIL MHE B3INISAHYTDb?

CHMce He XOTeNoCh CHMMaTh KOJbLO. Y€M [0JblI€ OHa
ollyliaja ero Bec Ha najble, TEM eCTECTBEHHEMN el Ka3anoch
HocHuTb ero. Ho oHa noaHecna pyky 4yTh G1mxe K MyX4iMHe.

— MoxeTt 6bITh, U DKC-ApPT, — HErpOMKO NpPOroBOpPHI
OH, KaK O6yaTo yaMBMBLIMCL. — Morno npuHaniexats JIyH-
Hoii Cectpe wnu Beicokoit Jlean. Ho 3mecwh?.. — wuyxkak

crpaliMBan He €€, a cedsn, peurnna Cumca. OHa NOYyBCTBO-
BaJla NIPWINB JIIOOOMBITCTBA.

— A xro Takas Jlynnaa Cecrpa? O Bwuicoxux Jlean s
clbIXana.

OH nokayan rojioBoi, U KOraa OTBETW]I, B TOJioCE €ro
3BYYaJI0 HeTeprieHHe.

— A roBopio He o JieaM Balwiux nopaoB I'mnvamii. A o
Bbicokoii Jleau ¢ apyroi nnaHeTbl W K3 APYTOTO BPEMEHH.
OHa Morza npH3bIBaTh CWIbl, OLEHHUTb KOTOpble MOW Hapoj
TaK M He cMor, a JlyHa ciayxwuna eil KOpoHO#H M BJIacThIO.

Kutenn Hop He m106AT MyCThIX CJIOB U HE CKJIOHAIOTCA HH
nepea KakuMu 6oraMu, KpoMe 60rMHY ynauu; onHako Cumca
NMOHsLIA, YTO YyXe3eMell FTOBOPUT 0 6ormHe.

XpaMbl B BEpXHeM ropojc o6C/HyXMBaIOT TOJNLKO TexX, Y
KOIo €CTh JparoucHHbIe METa1bl, KTO MOXET 3arjlaTMTb 3a
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XepTBy (BnpoyeM, CuMca HMKOraa He cJbilliajia, 4TOOBI TaM
cpa3y ObUI MOJYYEH XOTb KAaKOWM-TO CTOSALIMII OTBET Ha MO-
nutBy). Ecnu B 3TOM MHpe U CyliecTBYIOT 60rM M OGOrMHM,
OHHU 3aHATHl TOJILKO TEMH, y KOIO Ha Iulede YXe JIEXMUT
Térasg pyka ynayd. Ho xak 3HaK OOTMHM, KOTOpDYIO 3HaeT
HMHOIUIAaHETSIHUH, MOT OKa3aTbCsl NOrpeOEHHBIM B 3eMJe?

OH cka3zal, 4To 3To IKc-ApT. Toraa Kakoe OTHOLIIEHHE KO
BCEMY 3TOMY HMeeT Jopa ApdesuieH? .

— CTpaXHUKM CeIWIH 3a ToOOOM, — AeBYllIKa NOBepHY/a
KOJIBLO TaK, YTO OCTajIacCh BUIHA TOJILKO MOJIOCKA MeTalla, a
3aMOK — TaK OHa €ro HasbiBajla — OKa3ajcsl MNpuxaT K
JIaloHU M cKpHIT. — Kakoe oTHolleHHe K Tebe MMeeT Jiopa
Apdennen? M yro ew€ BaxHee: 3HaeT JH OH 000 MHe?

CuMca He Obl1a yBepeHa, YTO OH €l YTO-HUOyIb CKaxeT.
Yyxak XMypwics, 3aBOpayMBasi KAMHU C pe3bboil B Ty Xe
TKaHb H OCTOPOXHO YKJIaAbIBasl MX B KapMaH Ha mosce. Tak
M He OTBETHB, OH OBICTPO, JIeTKO M Ge33ByYHO, HECMOTPSI Ha
TSDKENTYI0 KOCMMYECKYIO 00YBb, NOAOWIEN K OKHY M BBIIJIAHY
B lIeJb MeXIy CTaBHSIMH M paMoid.

— JlaMna... — OH cleJjiayl HeTepIeJUBbIN XeCT, AeBylIKa
cpasy Jorajanach, 4ero OH XOYeT, H 3alyla JaMiny, YyTh
No3Xe MOC/bILIAICS Cabblii CKPUI CTaBeH — JNOJDKHO ObITb,
OH TIPHOTKPbUI MX HeMHoro lupe. IloToM BopwInBO moxa-
nosanack 3acc, v CuMca NpUCOEIMHIIACH K YyXe3eMUy KaK
pa3 BOBpeMs, YTOObl NMPHUHATHL 30pcajla Ha IUleyo.

BHu3y Hukoro He 6puto. M Huyero He apurasochk. OHHU
CJIOBHO CMOTpeNM Ha YIMUy NOKHMHyToro ropoga. Cumca,
Bhipociliasd B Hopax ¥ Ha oKpaWHax ropoma, XOpollio IIOHH-
Maja, KaKylo Yrpo3y TaMT B ceOe TakKas THLIHHA.

— Jlopn ApdeieH... — npoluenTaia OHa.

OH ObicTpo 3axan eil pykoit por. M orBeTun ene ciblii-
HbIM WEnotoM. OHa He NoBepuia 6B, YTO MOXHO TOBOPHTH
TaK THXO, ONHAKO CJI0OBa pa3obpasa BMOJIHE YETKO:

— Cnywaii BHMMaTeNbHO: moau ApdenneHa LINMHOHWIN
3a MHoii. Otclona ectb Beixoa? OH MOr NPUCTaBUTh KO MHE
Gonbie moneii...

MHororo 1M CTOMT €€ MOMOIUb, MEJAbKHY/IA. Y OeBYLIKH
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MBIC/Ib, HO TYT X€ OHa OLIYTWIa B ONMAacHOCTH M cebs. Ecan
moau nopaa I'wibauy oXOTATCS 32 3THM HHO3EMLEM, dyXa-
KOM, KOTOpOro 3allylialoT Bce obbriyan Kykcoprana, To Tak
o6oitnyTcs ¢ Heit? Bennb 3a Heé MM HHU nepel KeM He OTBEYaTh.
OHM 3anpoCTO MOTYT BBIMOTPOLUHUTbL €€ B OOQHOM M3 CBOMX
JIOTPOCHLIX IMOABAJIOB, Y3HaTb BCE, YTO 3HAeT OHa, a NMOTOM
NOCTapaThCsl BbDKATh M elW€ YTO-HUOyab. ToNbKO €C/IU HHO-
3eMell BbiOepeTcsi B 6e3omacHoe MeECTO, OHa MOXET cO
BpeMEHEM HaMTH cNnocob YHTH OT ero HEMpPHUATHOCTEM.

Ho no6ansoctu 65U10 TOABKO OAHO Takoe MecTo — Hopsl.
U3 BepxHero ropoaa HHUKTO He NMOMIET Tyna MCKaTh HX. TaM
CJIMLIKOM MHOTO TepexofoB M yKpbITHil. 2KHUTes M BepxHero
ropoia M3laBHa JaXe He IbITAIOTCS pa3biCKMBaTh JIOOOrO,
KTO cKpoeTcsa B Hopax; oHM paccuMTHIBAIOT TOIBKO Ha KJa-
HOBYI0 3aMKHYTOCTb caMHX Xureneid Hop, Te He mobsgT
MpHULLIENbLLEB, CAMH HX JIOBIT M NEpPeaaloT BJIAacTAM BEPXHEro
ropoja.

ITo3aToMy TOEKO 3aKTI04MB AOTOBOp ¢ obuTateneM Hop —
TaKiM, KTO B COCTOSSHUM 3aLLIMTHTb U cebsl, U CBOIO AOOLIYY,
— Oerneu MOXeT HaNesiITbCS BbDKHTb, 1a U TO HEHAaNOJTO.

Mbicniu BUXpeM KpyXWiIHCh B rosoBe Cumcel. OHa MOXeT
MPUBECTH HE3HAKOMLA B CBOE JIOTOBO, KOTOPOE Haleslach
HMKoraa Gosblle He BUAETb. DTO BLI30BET pa3roBOpkl, Aa, HO
OHa MOXET ClleJ1aTh 3TO OTKPbITO, K HUKTO HE BCTAHET MEXIY
HEl0 U COMHHUTeNbHOH Ge3zonacHocTbio. Ho cHavanma —
IIEHbIH.

Cumca BpicBOOOOMIACh M3 pYK He3HaKoMla, crpsitaja
KOUIeNEK B pyKaBe M TLUATeJbHO 3acTerHyna IyTOBULY Ha
3aniicTbe. [loTOM, MOAHAB pPyKM K TIojioBe, CHsJIa TKaHb,
IUJOTHO OOTArMBaBUIYIO IoJIOBY, BbICBOGOAM/IA TYCTYIO I'PHUBY
cepeOpsAHBIX BOJNOC M BbiTepiaa GPOBM M pPECHHUUbI, YTOGLI
yOpaTh 3alIMTHYO KpacKy. OHa paccrajiach ¢ Mackoif TeHH,
el mpeacrosiia HoBasi poJib.

— TIlyts ecTb, — HerpoMKo cKa3zajla neByllika, yb6upas
MackMpoBKy — B Hopax XMBYT XeHUIUWHbI 0/ pa3Bieye-
Hui. [lpaBma, HUKTO M3 HMX HMKOraa eul€ He NPUBOAMA
MYXUYHHY cO 3BE3AHOT0 Kopabasi. Ho Toproslbl ¢ peku, Koraa
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JOCTAaTOYHO HaMbIOTCS, NPHUXOAAT K HaM 3a yIOBOJILCTBUEM.
Bo3bMu 310, — CHMca Ha oulyTib Aob6pajiach A0 NOCTeNH, Ha
KOTOpYIO TaK M He nernia, U, cAEPHYB BepXHee MOKPLIBAJIO,
MPOTSIHYJA €ro YyXaKy, KOTOPbIi TEMHBIM NSATHOM CTOSUT Y
OKHa; cnabblii cBET CHapyXW Temnepb INO3BOJSUT AEBYLIKE
puaeTh ero. — HakuHb noBepx ruiauia. A Tenepbr — eciIH
MOXelllb NIEPEHECTH MBIC/Ib O MOKYTKE YAOBOJLCTBHIM Y XH-
TeabHuLb! Hop...

MyxuMHa nol€n 3a Hel, XOTS B TOT MOMEHT HAeByllKa
BOBce He ObLla yBepeHa, Xo4eT JU OH 3Toro. CHoBa OHH
MPOLIH Yepe3 3aiHUI XOA FOCTHMHMILIBI, Kyla COBCEM HelaB-
HO BXOIWJIH.

Korna oHM nonanM non Tyckibiii cBeT ¢oHaps, Cumce
MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OHA YcJiblllajla HErpOMKOe BOCKJIHMLAHHE;
OIHaKo, OLICTPO TOBEPHYB TOJIOBY K 4YyXe3eMIly, AeByLIKa
yBUOENA, YTO OH MOJYMUT. CBEpHYB B OMinKaiiliyio 60KOBYIO
ynuny, CuMca ObICTpO molwia BrepeaH, a YyXaK — CJeloM,
HECJIBILIHO lIarasi cpa3y 3a Heil. Bckope OHM cnyCTHIHCH
BHHU3, K CTeHe, OTAe/slOMIel Topol OT OKpauH, B KOTODOIA
JaBHO ObUIM mpojesiaHbl TaHHbIE XOIbl, XOPOLIO U3BECTHBIE
Cumce u apyrum xutensam Hop. JleByuika ocraHoBWIach
BO3Jie caMOi OObIYHOM YacTH 3TOH CTEHBI, HO 0Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO
30ech BCTPOEHAa OTOABHIraloliascsa IUIMTa U3 JepeBa, TBEPAO-
ro, KakK XeJie30, ICKYCHO 3aKpallleHHasi ¥ 3aMa3aHHasl rps3blo,
TaK 4YTO OHa HUYEM HE OTIMYalach OT COCEIHUX KAMHEM.

CuHMca JIeTKO CKOJIb3HY/1a B OTBEPCTHE, €€ CIIYTHHKY NpH-
LUIOCh TPYAHEE, HO OH He 3aaepxan neByuIKy. [1poitns Bcero
HECKOJILKO 11aroB, OHa CBEPHYJIa B OTKPLITBIN NONBaJ, B3sia
3BE3AHOTO YeJIoBeKa 3a PYKY M MoBejia o JJaGHpHHTY MpoXo-
OB, KOTOpbI€ 3HaJIA JIy4llle, YeM YJIMLbI Had rojIoBOii.

U BoT, nocsie TaKoro HanmpsOKEHHOTO OHA U HOYM, ONNCAB
Kpyr, oHa CHOBa OKasajlaCb TaM, Kylda He Aymaja BO3Bpa-
waTees: B Hope Peppap. [lepBbIM AeOM B MOJHOM TEMHOTE
OHa Hallla JlaMIy, KOTOpYIO 3alpaBisAloT He MacjloM, Kak B
BEpXHEM ropojae, a BbDKMMKAMHU K3 QypHO NaxHYLIMX 3eMJIs-
HbIX OpexoB; HOOLITL COK 3THUX OPEXOB AOBOJBHO TPYOHO, H
Namna cyutaercs B Hopax HactosummMm cokposuiieM. Ho
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ecaM 3a CuMcoii HabmoaaloT, MycTh BUAAT, YTO OHA HE OJHA.

OnHako Koraa B TIJIMHAHONM YallKe BCHBIXHYJIO Macio,
IeByllIKa NpoYHTaj1a B IVla3aX MHO3€MLa Takoe YAHUBJIICHHE,
Kakoe BOBce He oxXuaaia yBuaeTb. OH cMOTpesl Ha He€ ¢
OYEHb CTPaHHBIM BoipaxxeHUM. U TyT CHMca BcnoMHWIA, YTO
BEpBhIE 3@ MHOIMe roabl ybpaja MacKMpPOBKYy, KOTopas
nOenana e€ TeHblo.

— Ho Tbl... ThI Xe XeHLUMHA! — yauBJIeHHE ero O6nuUIo
TaKMM HEMPHUTBOPHBIM H NMOJIHBIM, 4TOo CHMca caMa HEMHOTO
yauBwiach. Heyxend oHa Tak XOpollO MacKHMpyeTcs, YTO
JaXe MNMoJ e€ CTAHOBUTCS] HEMOHATEH, KOrJa OHa BrlOMpaeTcs
Hapyxy? U TyT meByluIka BCNOMHMIA, YTO OH oOpaluaics K
Hel cO CTpaHHBIM HHOIUIAaHETHBIM NpUBETCTBHEM — «JlocTo-
TMOYTEHHbBI», C KAKUM OOpallaloTcs K MyX4YHHaM. A OHa-TO
NpOCTO MOCYHMTAIA, YTO Yy YyXaka ogHa c¢opma oOpaleHUs
I BCex.

He 3Has noyeMy, CuMca noaHsula pyKM M IpHUIVIaguia
CBOH cepebpHcThie Bosockl. OHHU cllerka NMpPUIMOAHSINCH TpH
€€ NPUKOCHOBEHHH, 3NIEKTPUYECTBO MOAHSIIO JIErKHe NpsaMm.
B nocnenHee BpeMsi O4EHb PEIKO M TOJILKO HaeAWHE OHA TakK
pacrnyckaja Bojiochl. M Tenepp McnbIThIBaJla KAKOE-TO 3aMe-
LIATEJILCTBO, KOTOPOE MocTapajiach CKPBITh.

— A Cumca... — Moxert, I'atap yxe Ha3zBan e€ HUMS.

HeByliKa Buaesa, KaK YIMBJIEHHOE BbIpaXEHHE €0 JIMLA
CMEHMIOCH YJIbIOKOIA.

— Moé pomoBoe umsa ToMm, — uyxeszeMell CBEJ pPYKH
JIAIOHSAMM M CKJIOHHWJICS Hal HUMH. — MoE ceMeitHoe HM1,
IaHHoe MHe oTuoM, YaH-nu. [py3bs 30ByT MeHs IOH.

CHMca HEOXHMIAaHHO paccMeslach.

— Kak MHoro uMéH! Kak Tbl BbIOMpaellib, KakKuM Tebs
Ha3blBaTb? — CKPECTHB HOTM, OHA cejla Ha Tpydy MaTpaues,
npuHaanexaBuiux @Peppap, M B3MaxoM pPYKH C KOJbLLOM
yKa3zajla Ha MEHbLUYIO Ipyay IUIETEHbIX TPOCTHHKOBbIX KBal-
paToB, KOTOpas CJIyXWla MocTeNblo €l caMoM.

I'nbko M30THYBLUMCH, OH ceNl B Takoi Xe mno3se. Cumce
noBeIcHHE YyXakKa Ka3ajoch cTpaHHbIM. OH mepectan yibl-
6aTbCsA, TONBLKO B IV1a3aX COXPaHMIOCH BblpaXeHHe YAUBJICHHS.
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— PoacTBeHHUKHM Ha3biBaloT MeHA YaH, apy3es — IOH.

HeByiika cHoBa mpurnagwia Bojiocel. Hens3s npocro cu-
netb n Gontarb. HeobxoamMo Obulo KaK MOXHO cKopee
MHOIo€ y3HarTb.

— Pacckaxu, kakue y 1ebs nena ¢ nopaoM ApdeieHoM,
— mnpuKasaia oHa. — [loyeMy ero cTpaXHHKH cleadT 3a
To60i1? Heyxenu Thl He 3Haellb, YTO €My CTOMT TOJILKO
NnajibLieM TMOLUEBEJIUTDh, BOT TaK, — OHA YYTh COTHYJIa Majell,
— U OH MOXET OTHATb XHW3Hb IIOYTH Yy JIOOOro XHTens
Kykcoprana, a Tex, KOro He MOXeT YOMTb HEMENJIEHHO,
3acTaBHUT ApoxaTb? YTo Xe Thl TaKoe coBepLuma?

3tot ToM, Ka3zaioch, COBceM He BCTPEBOXWICH M3-3a €€
BornpocoB. OH cuaeN CIOKOWHO M HeOpeXHOo, KaK TNMOMAJINH-
HbIH oouTarenb Hop. CniokoliHei mo6oro, KTo pelmics Onl
BOWTH MMEHHO B 3TO NMOMeEUIEHMeE.

— A 3apaBan Bompochl — O CBOEM OpaTe, KOTOpBIii
HECKOJIbKO CE30HOB Ha3al MpwWieTeJ Ha Bauly IUIAaHETY M O
KOTOpPOM OGoJbllie HE MOCTYTAJI0O HUKAKMX U3BECTHIi; OH J0JI-
XeH Obul SIBUTbCS Ha OYeHb BAXHYIO BCTpeyy, M pa3 He
SIBWJICS, 3HAYHUT, TTONAJ B CEPbE3HYIO NepenesKy. Thl ToBopH-
Jla 0 HEM, KaK O CISITHUBLIEM, KOTOpHIH ywé€n B XKecTtokue
Topel. KnssiHych Tebe: KakmM Obl CTpaHHBIM 3TO BaM HH
Ka3ajloChb, Yy Hero 6bUIM OCHOBaHMSI MATH Tyda, UCKATh TO, YTO
OH JO/XEH ObUT OTHICKATb. A TEMNepb... — 4YyXaK MoMosayan,
MOTOM 100aBHJI C pe3KOCThIO YesoBeKa ['mnbanm, oraaioluero
npuka3: — Pacckaxu MHe Bc€, 4yTo 0 HEM rosopmwiu? Kro
Mor XxenaTbh eMy 3n1a?

— EcTb mecaTku gecITKOB myTeil, Ha KOTOPBIX OH MOT
BCTPETUTb 3710, — OTBETWIAa AEBYLIKAa, CTPasch TOBOPMThH
TaKHM X€ POBHBIM M CTPOIMM rojiocoM. — Y XKectokux ['op
MHOro cBoMx TaiH. Jlionu 3aech nepeaBUraloTcsi B OCHOBHOM
no mopio M pekaM. Korna g 6pl1a coBceM MajeHbKOH, €ll€
NpUXOOMUIY U3pelKa KapaBaHbl M3 Kypykca yepe3 mycThIHIO,
KoTopas nexur nepen XKecrokumu [opaMu. OTH KapaBaHbl
win u3 CeMMena W NPHUBO3WIM MUl TOPIOBIAM CTpaHHbIe
Beuy ¢ ceBepa. [loToM MBI cibllany, 4To YyMa ONycTOLIWIA
CeMMen, npeBpaTiia ero B CTpaHy MepTBELIOB W NPHU3PaKoB,
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M KapaBaHbl TepecTany npuxoautb. Ho oHM M paHblle
NMpPHBO3WIM HEMHOro, a I'mabausIM XBaTaeT c60pPOB C PEYHBIX
ToproBueB. Tak 4ro 3TOT MyTh ObL1 3a6bIT. [la, xomwmu
pa3roBopbl, KOrga 4Yyxe3eMell OTbICKa1 TPOMX M3 NPEXHHX
TMPOBOAHHKOB 3THX KapaBaHOB. ['OBOpAT, OH MpeaOXWI UM
LieJIoe COCTOsAHME B KyckKax cepe6pa 3a momoluib. JIBoe He
COTJIACHUIMCD, a Y TPEThEro ObIIM HEMPHUATHOCTH C OOHUM M3
CTPpaXHHUKOB Jiopaa ApdenseHa, U TO3TOMY OH corjacuics,
— HeoxunaHHo CuMca MOHsIA, YTO CKaszajga, U MEAJIEHHO

nosTopuna: — Co cTpaXHUKOM Jopaa ApdesvieHa... — Nos-
TOopHJa cKopee cebe caMoH, 4yeM cayllaTesnio.
— BoT Kak... — yyxe3eMell Ha yOUBJIEHHUE JIETKO TOBOPHI

Ha A3bIKe TOproBueB, U ecau 6bi CuMca 3akpbUia Ilasa, To
MorJia Obl NPUHATL ero 3a xurens Kykcoprana. — A ocTajis-
Hble IBO€, OHH €lUE 3aech?

JeByllika noxana IUie4aMH.

— Ecnu oHu ewi€ xuByT, I'aTap, KOHEYHO, OTBILLET UX AN
Tebs. Pa3Be Tbl yXe-He AJOTOBOpMICS ¢ HUM?

OH cHoBa yJabIGHYICA.

— [loxoxe, Thl MHOTOE 3Haellb, JocTonoyreHHasa CuMca.
A ell€ Takue y Te6s1 ecTb? — OH KOCHYJICSl KapMaHa Ha rnosice,
B KOTOPbBIH crpsATan 06JOMKH KaMeil ¢ pe3bOoil.

— 41 3Hal10 TONBKO, YTO MX NI06MNa crapyxa. OHa XpaHHMia
MOM HAXOAKMU U TO, YTO €ii MPUHOCWIH.

— A 4TO Thl HaxooMNa — U rae? — OXMBJIEHHO NMOAXBAaTHI
YyyXak. )

— B Hopax. Mp1 poemcsa B mpouwiom KykcopTana, Mbl,
XuBywMe Ha ero orbpocax. Hekoroprle oTGpochl o4eHb
apeBHue. Koraa-1o naxe 3To, — OHa yKasaja Ha Momelle-
HHE, — BIOJIHE MOIJO ObITb YacThlO ABOpLIa KaKOro-To
nopaa. BoH B TOM yrny coxpaHuaach HacTeHHas POCIHCH.
Korana obpywnBanuch IoMma, TEpSJMCh BELIM, a HA pPyHHaX
CTPOWIM HoBble AoMa. KykcopTan rpabuwiu muparthl, TPHXAbI
€ro 3aXBaTBIBAIM aPMHH, TNIPEXIE YeM peYHbIE JIOPALI CO3aa-
JM cBOHM co103. MHoroe paspyinanoch ¥ CHOBAa CTPOMJIOCH.
XKurenu Hop poilotcs B npouwioM, XHMBYT TeM, YTO MOTYT
NO6BITL B CBOUX TyHHensx. B rnma3zax nopaosB IM'mabanii Mbl —
MEHbllE YEM NblIb.
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— Ho naxe 3mech Thl OO/DKHA ObUla CHBIMIATH CIJIETHHU O
BEPXHEM ropoie, — Ka3ajiochb, OH HHKaK He MOT OTOpBaTb
B3I7A1a OT €€ cepeOpsiHbIX BoJOC; AEBYyLIKa noaymala, 4To
OH pasrisagblBaeT €€ Tak, CIOBHO OHa caMa ApPEBHss Bellb,
HalileHHas B MOA3eMHBLIX pacKomkax. — YTo Thl 3Haeulb O
nopae Apdennene?

CuMca 3auHTepecoBanack. OH pa3sroBapUBaeT C Hell Kak C
PaBHOM; HACKOJIbKO OHAa MOMHMT, TAaKOTO C Heil HUKOIIa He
cayyanock. Jlng crapyxu oHa Bcerga Obuia peGEHKOM, IS
xureneir Hop — 4yxakoM, XoTs oHa cama ObLlIa yBEpeHa, 4To
ponwiach cpeid HUX. Ho HU y Koro oHa He BHIeJa TaKoro
uBeTa KOXHM W BoJioc. [ng I'atapa, ¢ KOTOphLIM OHa HMMeeT
Jefla B ropoie, OHa M3 YMC/Ia TeX, K KOMYy Bce OTHOCHTCS
npeHeOpexuTenbHo. BrpouyeM, e€ yMeHue oOpaliaTbes €
30pcajlaMM Bbi3biBasio y ['aTapa HeoxoTHoe yBaxeHue. Ho
I 3TOTO MHO3eMLla OHa — YeJIOBEK, ¥ KOTOPOro MOXHO
CTNIPOCHTb COBETA, YbM 3HAHMA U MHEHHs 3aC/Ty>KMBAIOT YBa-
XKEHUs He MeHbllie, YeM COBeTbl JII00Oro XUTeNls BepXHEro
ropoza.

— OH caMmplii 6oraTeiii U3 jopaos ['mnbauii U npuHanne-
XWT K caMOMy JpeBHEMY poly, — Hayana oHa. — B Havane
KaXI0ro TPeTbhero ce3oHa OH MNMEepBbLIM MOAMHCLIBAET TOPro-
Bble Aoropopbl. Ero camoro BMAST peako, MHOro pykK M HOr
TOTOBbI BBINIOJIHUTD, €ro NnopyyeHus. OH... — neBylIKa oO/U-
3ana rybbl; TO, YTO OHa cobHpajlach CKa3aTb, BCEro JHllb
NpeATNoNIOXEHUA U CIIYXH, MO3TOMY OHAa CMOJIKIA, He pella-
SIChb MPOAOJDKATD.

— EcTb eui€ 4yto-10, — NOATONKHYN OH €€ nocjie MHHYT-
HOIo MOJTYaHHUSA.

— Jla. O HéM paccKa3biBalOT, YTO €r0 YacTO HIUYT H He
MOTYT HaWTH, a MOTOM OH BIPYT NMOSBNASAETCHS M FOBOPHT, YTO
Bc€ BpeMs ObL1 3lech. ['oBOpAT Takke, YTO OH HE XOIHMT B
XpaMbl, KaK ApyTHE JIOpAbl, HO YTO €MY CJIYXHT 4eJoBeK,
YMeIOUIHi pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ MEPTBLIMU. Y 4TO OH HcKaTenb...

— Hckarens! — ToM Habpocwicsi Ha 3TO CJIOBO, Kak 3acc
Ha Bep-KpbiCy. — A U3BECTHO, YTO OH MeT?

— Cokposuuia. Ho oHu eMy He HYXHbl, TOTOMY YTO B €10
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JOM MHOroe BXOIMT, HO MajO YTO BbIXOAMT. OH HaHUMaeT
MHOIO CTPaXXHUKOB M MHOTAA MOChUIAET MX BBEPX IO peKe.
Hx npenBoauTenb €€ MOXET BEPHYThCHA Ha CJEAYIOLIMI
CEe30H, a OHM caMH — HHKorga. Moxer, OH npoaa€r ux Kak
CONIAT peYyHbIM JopaaM. TaM Bceraa UAYT BOWHBI.

— A Tbl He ciblllajia, YTOoOBl OH TNOCHUIAN JiioaeH B
Kecroxue I'opn1?

Cumca paccMesiach.

— Hukakye cokpoBHlLAa MMpPa HUKOTO He 3acTaBsAT NMOMTH
Tyna. 'oBopio Tebe, Tyaa HUKTO HEe XOOMT, HUKTO.

— Ho koe-kTo noiaET, — OH cjierka HaKJIOHWICS Briepén,
_noiMan e€ B3raaa U yaepxain. — A noiiny, 1ocTonoyYTeHHas.

— 3HayuT, Thl yMp€Wb — KaK M TBOil Opar, — OHa
peliMna He NoAAaBaThCAd €ro BIMSAHHUIO, OTHOCHUTLCH K €ro
XeJJAaHUIO KaK K IJIyTIOCTH.

— Jlymalo, HeT, — 4YyXaK AOCTaJl M3 KapMaHa aABa ¢par-
MEHTa, KOTopble KymWi y Heé. — BoT yTo 1 Tebe ckaxy,
noctonoyteHHas. Ho cHayana oTBeTh MHe: B 6€30MacHOCTH
au 1ol B Hopax?

— B 6e3onacHocTH? A noyeMy Thl cnpaliMBaciub?

Ho npexae yeM oH CMOT OTBETHTb, 3acc pacnpsMHUIach Ha
CBOEM HAcecTe Ha HM3KOil ABepH Hopbl. [loBepHYB rosnosy,
OHa BCKpHMKHyna,  CHMca MFTHOBEHHO BCKOYHNA, BbIMYCTHB
KOITH B OTBET Ha CUTHa1 TPEBOTH, KOTOPYIO caMa OLUyTHIA
ceKyHay Ha3an. M TyT B noMellleHHe BOPBAINCH ABa Kpblia-
TeIX cyllecTBa. OHM NPUBETCTBEHHO KPHMKHYJIH B OTBET Ha
KpHK 3acc, a NoToM OMYCTWINCH PSIAOM C JE€BYLUKOIA.

O1IHO6UTBCS ObII0O HEBO3MOXHO, 3TO CbhiHOBBA 3acc. To,
YTO OHH 31€Chb, 03HAYAJIO, YTO B MX XWIMILE — Ha CKIale —
NMPOM30LUJIO YTO-TO yXacHoe. YyXaK cXBaTH/ OEBYUIKY 3a
PYKY.

— Hx Mornu BeicneauTL?

— Her. Tonbko apyroii 3opca. A HaCKOJIBKO MHE H3BEC-
THO, IPYTHX TaKMX BblyyeHHBIX HeT. Ho... — CuMca nepeena
B3IJIA0 € 30pcaloB Ha MHo3eMlla. — He moHuMalo, 4To OHHU
3nech aenaoT. OHM He ocTaBWIH 6b1 aTtapa... ToNAbKO eciu
Tam 6ena! IlostoMy Thl MeHs cnpauiuBan o 6e3onacHocTH?
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Yr1o cayymwnock ¢ I'arapomM? — Gojlee BaXHO, 9YTO MOXET
CIIyYUTLCS C HEH caMoOii; Beib BCEM XOpOLIO M3BECTHO, YTO Y
He€ OBLTH ZieJ1a ¢ XO35IMHOM CKJIaJOB, XOTS Obl TOJILKO B CBSI3H
¢ 3opcanaMi. MHorye 3Haj, 4To OHa BhIyYWIa MX M oTnaja
TOJILKO BPEMEHHO M 3a IUIaTy, OTKa3bIBasiChb IpoOAaTh Haco-
BCEM.

— A oOMeHsAN cepebpo He Y Hero, — OTBETWI HHO3eMeEll.
— BosBpauasich K ero ckiany, 1 3aMeTWI y BXoAa 3Ha4YKH
CTpaXHUKOB ApdesuieHa. A s yXe 3HaJl, YTO MOHM pacCIpoChl
HacTopoXxWwiu Jopaa. He 3Halo, 4To OH HllIeT; 1 HMKAK He
CBSI3aH C €ro TOpromJieil 1 BO3MOXHBIMH ocJioxXHeHussMH. Ho
OOMH M3 WIeHOB KOMaHIbl Kopabis nepenaji MHe, YTO Kalu-
TaHa MHOTIO pacclpalliMBajJH o060 MHe, H YTO OH MOJYy4Yua
npuxa3s, yTobbl Kopabnp 6e3 MeHs He yJeTa.

— WM nocne aToro Tel npuiuén Ko MHe! — CuMca npuuuia
B TaKyl0 SIpOCTb, YTO YYTb HEe H30pBajia KOTTSIMH €ro IMaaKylo
KOXY, YTOOBI HM ApYT, HH Bpar He y3Hai Obl ero. Ho crapyxa
Hay4ywia e€: TOT, KTO Noanaércs rHeBy, COBEpLIIaeT CMEPTEh-
Hble OLIMOKH.

— Ipuiiiocs. He TonbKO ANg TOro, YTo6b! KyNIUTL TO, YTO
Thl MHE TIOKa3ajla. Bo3MOXHO, 3TO BaXHas Bexa Ha NMyTH K
ToMy, yTo s Huly. M el€ moroMy, 4TO TOJNLKO C TBOei
TMOMOMIBIO MOTY 51 HAaliTH HyXHoe 3HaHMe. Bo BcgkoM ciaydae,
— OH He ONYCTMJI IIa3, a B YTOJIKAX ero pTa Jaxe MosABWIACh
JIETKas ynpibKa, — pa3Be He NpaBaa, YTo B JII0O60OM ciyyae Te,
KTo uMen aeno ¢ I'arapoMm, Tenepb 6yayr Ha noso3peHUH?

— Yero Th Xoyewb oT-MeHA? — o06a 3opcana XaJHuch K
HOraM JeBY1LIKH, CMOTpPEJH €il B JIMLIO M UCITYCKAJIH HETPOM-
KHEe KPpHKH, CJIOBHO HYXIJIUCh B ofaepXkKe. To, YTO BbITHATIO
MX, BHYWIaJIO UM CTpax.

— MHe HyXHO yGexmille, TBOM 3HaHHA U NMyTb K XKecTo-
KM ['opaM, — OTBETHJI OH, CJIOBHO YMTas KaKOH-TO CITUCOK
TOBapoB.

Eii xoTenoch BHIKPMKHYTb — TaK Xe pe3KO, KaK KpUYHT
3acc, — yTo OHa He MPHHOCHT yaady. Beab cyns mo Tomy,
YTO OHa ceifyac y3Hana, H IO BHAY 30pCaIOB, MM IPOCTO
noBe3nno, YTo MX HE CXBaTWIH A0 cux nop. CuMca OHMKO
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orngnenack. OHa Bcerga cyHuTania ce6s1 OCTOPOXHBIM U XJ1all-
HOKpPOBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOpbLIii Bceraa cHavajga AyMaeT,
noroM AeictByeT. Ho Tenmeph AeBylliKa Hayajia yTpayuBaTb
YBEPEHHOCTb B cebe.

Her. Ona npukycuna ry6y. ®epsap 4OCTaTOYHO BblyYWa
€€, YToObl He cllaBaThcs Mocje nepBoro Xxe yaapa. OHa mo-
TpeXHEMY MOIJIa pacCyXIaTb, CTPOMTDb IU1aHbI... 11 Hayana
OHa B3IISIHYJIa Ha 30pCajioB H OTIJajla KOPOTKMH pe3Kuii
MpHKa3 — MCKATh YyXHX. 3acc He CIIyCTHJIAach CO CBOEro
HacecTa Ha IBEpPH, HO TOXE HallOMHHJIa CBOUM OTIIPbICKAaM O
Zoare, NocjaB UX NpUcMaTpuBaTh 3a BxogoM B Hopbl.

OT Tex, KTO 3aech XHUBET, NMOMOIUM OXHAATb Heyero.
Meppap npH XKU3HH mnobamBaiuch, CHMCYy OTBEpraji, a
nocne no6eanl Hag baciTepoM AeBYLIKY M BOBce BO3HEHaBH-
neny. IloaToMy e€ yOexuilie ¢ pagocThio MOKAXYT BCEM, KTO
CTaHET MCKaTb, Ille OHAa CKphiBaeTcsi. M €€ U 3TOro Tpuwxabl
MPOKIATOrO MHO3eMLa BBIOEPHYT OTCIONA C TaKoi Xe NEr-
KOCTbIO, € KaKOH M3BJEKAIOT H3 PaKOBHHBI XOpOLIO
TponeY€ HHOro op-Kpaba.

OcTaBasicsl TONBKO OAMH BBIXOA, Aa U TOT MPHULIEN HA YM
CIMIIKOM yX 6bicTpo. Eif XoTenock noayMarb, MOATOTOBUTb-
csl, HO OHa 3HaJa, YTO Ha 3TO He ocTajloch BpeMeHHU. C 3TUM
yyXe3eMLEM OHa He 'MOXET CHOBa pPacTBOPHTbCH KaK TeHb.
IToBclony B KykcopTrane oH OGyaeT 3aMeTeH He XyXe ropsiuiei
JlamMnibl B TEMHOM KOMHare.

— Ciona.

JleByuika TmoBepHyJaach K Ipyle MaTpalleB, KOTOpbl€ CO-
cTaBnanu noctenb PepBap; 3a HUMH CKpbIBaJICS TAMHbIN X0/,
KOTOpbIH cTapyxa 3aKpblBajla MHOTHE CE30Hbl CBOMM TEJIOM,
W O KOTOpPOM [OJro He aoraamiBanach naxe cama Cumca.
Yyxe3deMel, HH O YEM He CNpalUuBasi, NOAOLIEN K HEH U cTan
noMoraTh pacKuabiBaTh MaTbl. [lol HUMH OTKpBUICA AJIMH-
HblIi KaMeHb, C BHAY abCONIOTHO HEMNOABHXHBIH H
YKOPEHEHHBII He XyXe KopHei pacteHuil. Ho kak-To pa3s
JeBYylIKa cly4ailHO y3HaJsa ero TaWHy: OHa CHOTKHYJIAach H3-
3a 3acc, ynaja M nonaja BbITAHYTbIMH PYKaMM B He3aMETHLIE
yrnybneHusa. Tenepb Xe oHa YBEPEHHO BJIOXWIA JIATOHH B
SIMKH, KOTOPBIX COBCEM He ObLIO BHAHO.
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KaMeHb» momHsuics ¥ mnoBepHyincs. B nuuo MM ymapmi
3aTXIbI 3anmax. CuMca mnow€nkana 3acc, oHa 3Hajla, 4YTO
OCTAJIBHBIX ABOMX 3BaThb He HYXHO, OHM JIErKO TpoCieasT
nyTb MaTepu. B oaHy pyKy HAeBylika B3sia JlaMITy, JpYToi
npuxajna K cebe 3opcasa M pelIMTENBHO CIyCTIIAach IO
HEBLICOKMM CTyTNeHAM. YyxkeseMel ABHUHYJCA 3a Heil. He
nosopayuBag ronosbl, CuMca cxasana:

— B xaMHe ecTb py4yka, 3aKpoi 3a HaMH IpOXOQ.

A caMa Hayana ObICTPO CHyCKaThcsl, 4TOObI OCBOGOAUTH
18 Hero MecTo. M BOT OHM 0Ka3ajack B y3KOM Npoxoje, Mof
HOTaMH JieXaJl TOJICTBIH CJIOM NMbUIM, M NaxJo peYyHOH ChI-
pocThio. JleByuika cyuTana, yro aaxe xurenu Hop He ckopo
ob6HapyxaT 3ToT npoxoia. M oHM ycnelor aobparbcs A0 My-
COpHBIX Ky4 Ha Oepery peku — a Jajbllie OHa IOKa He
IUIaHHUpOBaJa.

I'nasa 5

Koraa Cumca BhIGpasiach Ha NOBEPXHOCTb, €€ BCTPETHI
3aflax Mopsi, CMELIaHHbIIl C BOHbIO OTXOAOB. 3acc ¢ TroOpTaH-
HbIMM KPHMKAMH TMpbITajia BriepeAH, 4yXe3eMell C TPyAOM
nocneBasl 3a HUMHM. Emé€ crosina Houw; BmpoueM, Cumca
CYMTasla, YTO CKOpO paccBeTET. OHa OCTOPOXHO MNpobupa-
Jlack K 6epery, maxe He Haaesch M36eXaTb IM C OTOpocaMu
M TPSA3HBIX JIyX, 3aKHMas, HaCKOJIbKO ObUI0 BO3MOXHO, pOT
M HOC U OTYasiHHO XaJiesl, YTO C TaKUM TPYAOM NpPHOOpeTEH-
Hasg ofexnaa TpeBpallaeTcss B TPANKH XyXe TeX, YTO OHa
HOCWIa paHbllie. )

OcTaBuB 32 cO00OM Ipyabl Mycopa U BLIOpaBLIMCH NOAAJb-
e Ha npU6peXHBIN NECOK, KOTOpbiii NMPWJIMB PErylsipHO
OYMUIaeT OT Ipsi3H, AeBYlIKa GBICTPO NMOBEPHYNIACh K CBOEMY
CITyTHHKY.

— Tgoli Kopabab BOH TaM, — HEIrpoMKO IporoBopuia
OHa. A NOTOM cXBaTWJla €ro 3a pyKy, NTOBEpHY/a U NokKa3ajia
.lan€éxui 6neck orHei néTtHoro monsa. — JobGepéiubca mo
6epery mops.

— MHe He3ayeM Ha Kopabib, — OTBETWI OH.
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— Th1 Xe He c Haweii IwiaHeThl... — CHuMce elE npeacro-
SUTO Y3HaTh, KaKyl0 pOJib MOTYT ChIrpaTh Jiopabl I'mabauii B
cyabbe denoBeka co 3BE€34. Beab oHM He MOIyT TPOHYTH €ro,
Kak-To 3aaepXaTh. OHM CIMLIKOM LEHST MeX3BE3MAHYIO TOP-
TOBJIIO ¥ OMAcaloTCs THeBa 3KUMNaXeii, €C/IM 3aTPOHYT OAHOIO
n3 KocMoHaBTOB. Bce B Kykcoprane xopoino 3Halor, 4to
MOXET TMocjieoBaTh, €CcJM NMPHYHMHMILbL Bpel HHOIUIAHETS-
HUHY.

— A Tenepn caM no ceGe, — OTBETWI OH.

— Ho Beas ThI caM roopwi, 4To sopa ApdesuieH 3anpe-
THWI Tebe ocTaBaTbCsl Ha IUIaHEeTe, — TropsY0 BO3pa3uia
JeByLIKa. .

— V¥V MeHs ecTb [OAT, KOTODLIii HE MOXET OCIOPHUTHb
HUKAaKOH KanmuTaH KopaoOns. Sl mpuieren ciona McKaThb YeJso-
Beka. U He ynedy, moka He Hailly ero wiM He y3Halo, 4YTO C
HUM clydwiocb. MHe HYyXHO HeyTo Oosbliiee, YeM MNpocTo
CJI0Ba O TOM, YTO OH MCY€3 Ha TEPPUTOPHH, O. KOTOPOI HUKTO
HUYETro He 3HAET U Ilie ero He MCKaH.

— A xaK Xe Thl gobepewbess no Xecroxux ['op, 4To6bl
HayaTb NMOMCKU? — SA3BUTEJLHO NMOHMHTepecoBalach CuMca.
— Hu onun xurtenb Kykcoprana Tebe He MOMOXeT, 0OCObEH-
HO Tenepb, Mocjie 3asBicHUA Jopaa ApdesuieHa.

JleBylika BHIeNa ero TOJbLKO KaK TEMHOE INATHO Ha ¢oHe
KouH. Ho oTBeTHN YyyXaK CTIOKOHHO M C TAKMM BbIpaXeHHEM,
YTO OHa M3PSAAHO BCTPEBOXMJIACh.

— Bcerna Halig€rcs crnocod goOUTLCSI CBOETO, €C/IU Y Tebs
IOCTaTOYHO XeJlaHMSl M 3HepruM. Tak YTOo A BCE paBHO
nobepycp no Xecroxkux I'op. A 4ro Gyaer ¢ Toboii?

— HakoHeu-T1o Tl M 00 3TOM noayman? — BO3MYILUEHHO
Boinanuwia Cumca. — Ecau latap B 6ene, Kykcopran — He
Mecto aas MeHs. [locrpajalor Bce, KTo MMel ¢ HMM Aena:
e€clIu notpebyercs, cTpaXHMKUM ['WabauM npodayT gaxe no
cjiefly MoNyrogoBoit naBHocTH. A Xurtean Hop He 3awurar
MeHs. S 6bu1a masaMM, yuiaMM M HOraMH CTapyxu — IoKa
oHa xwna. Tenepp Xe s J€rkas no6p¥a A1s 106010,

— A nouyeMy OHH €€ GosutHChb?

CuMca He TIOHMMaJla, Yero OHa JejiaeT 3eCh, pa3sroBapH-
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Bas ¢ yyxe3eMueM. OHa HHYero He obGsg3aHa eMy OOBSCHSATD.
Tonbko Kyna xe eit uaTu? EZMHCTBEHHOI CBA3BIO JEBYIIKH C
BEPXHHMM roponoM 6bu1 atap, Tenepb oHa He MorJla Ha Hero
paccuunTteiBath. [IpaBaa, €€ pyKaB OTTSTHBAJ TSDKENBIA MeLLIO-
YeK ¢ KycKaMu cepebpa. Ho moakyrieHHble N0 HaadEXHbl
TOJILKO O TeX NOp, NOKa UM He npemioxar bonblie — a1u6o
cepebpoM, 60 OCBOOGOXIEHHEM OT ONACHOCTH, JTMOO U TEM
M APYTHUM.

— Cyuranocs, Y10 y He€ Beuiuii ma3. 1o HeripaBaa. OHa
MPOCTO OYeHB XOpOolUo pa3GHpanach B JIOAMX, €iif JOCTATOYHO
ObUIO TNOCMOTPETh B JIMUO WIM NpHCIylIAThCA K ToJocy,
KOrJa OTKa3aJlo 3peHHE, U OHAa MOTJIa CKa3aThb, YTO YeJOBEK
YyBCTBYET U 4ero XodeT. Jla, oHa GbUIa... KaKasg-TO OCOOEH-
Has... He HacTosulas oburareabHuua Hop. He 3Halo, oTkyna
OHa poIOM, HO SIBHO He OTTYAa, rae KoH4ywia. OQHako 3auyeM
MbI TPaTHUM BpeMs, roBops o nokoiHuue? Tebe HyXXHO HATH
Ha Kopalib, €c/ii XO4Yelllb OCTaThCsl B XXHBBIX...

— A 151? — npomosikan HacTauBaTb YyXak.

Heyxenu oH cuMTaeT, YTo 00s3aH eif yeM-To? BoBce Her,
OHa HMYero He TpebyeT. U cama HHUYeM eMy He 06si3aHa, XOTA
M ObUIa BHIHYXI€Ha HOYbIO MOMOIaTh €My.

— A noiilny CBOMM TyTEM...

— Kyna? .,

CuMca noyyBcTBOBajla ce0sl TakK, CJIOBHO OH CBOMMH BO-
npocaMu npunep e€ kK creHe. He ero 3o aeno, yro Kykcopran
cran ana He€ onaceH. Ho B caMoM gene, xyma Xe oOHa
noiin€r? Ha MrHoBeHMe neBylIKA TNOANANACh MAHUKE, HO TYT
Xe B3s1a cebs B pyKu.

Cpepxy nocnbiuanuch uenykd. CuMmca Toxe OTBeTH]a
1IeJYKOM fA3bIKa, a 3acc, cuaeBllas y e€ HOr, KpHKHyna. Mx
HaKOHEU-TO OTBICKAJIX ABa MOJIOABIX 30pcajia, KOTOPbIX OHHU
octaBwIH B Hopax. C HUMH, noa MX 3allMTOi, C HX OCTPLIM
3pEHHEM U YYThEM €€ LUAHChl HECKOJIBKO YITy4YLIaIHUCh.

— Ecnu Mbl no#inéM Ha ceBep, — TEM BpeMEHEM 3aqyMuH-
BO IIPOrOBOpWJ YyXe3eMell, — BAOJIb Oepera, To Kyna npuaem?

— Mm? — nepecnpocuna Cumca. — Twl aymaewb, s
noiay ¢ To6oi?
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— A y TebGs ecTb NydlIMi TU1aH? — BO3pa3wi OH.

OHa xoTena 6bl cKa3aTb «1a», HO He Moria. TeM He MeHee
€ro BOIPOC BbIBEJ AEBYLIKY U3 MOAABIEHHOTO COCTOSIHUSA, H
OHa MOMBITAJIaCh HEMHOTO 3aIIsIHYTh BNEpEN.

— Ecau noith no Gepery, — OHa He XoTeJla T'OBOPUTH
«MBI», — BCKOp€ BCTPETHTCS HeGonbllas pbibaybsi AepeBylL-
Ka. 3aech Oeper IUIOX0i, CIMIIKOM MHOIO OTOPOCOB B BOAE.
A nyyllie MecTa [IJisl CTOSIHKM MpHHamiexat ['wibausaM; HtMu
He pa3pellaloT Nojb30BaTbhCsl, AaxXe Koraa ¢ora HeT. A 3a
pribakaMH TOJILKO NYCTO# Oeper Ha Kpalio NMyCTbIHH. 3JTO
Beper MepTBelLioB, TaM HET HUKAKOW NMpecHOW BOAbI, TOJILKO
necok U KaMHHU. 1 XMBOTHbIE, KOTOpbI€ MOIYyT BLDKMTb B
MyCTbIHE.

— U nponro taHetca beper MepTBeuos?

CHMca mnoxana IUileyaMH, XOTd TNOHMMana, 4YTo OH eé
XecTa He YBHUOUT.

— MoxerT, BeuHo. Hackonbko s1 3Halo, HUKTO HHKOTAa He
Npoén ero A0 KoHua. TaM B MOpe MOJIHO OCTPBIX JJIMHHBIX
p1dOB, KOTOpblE PaCKaIbIBAIOT KOPNYC JIOAKHU TaK Xe JIETKO,
Kak 3acc OpoOMT KOCTb Bep-Kpbichl. JIlooM He XOOAT Ha
ceBep, €C/IM TOJILKO MX He YHOCHT Tyda Oypeii. A Te, Koro
YHOCHT, HUKOIJa He BO3BpalllaloTcsl.

— Ho ecnn npoiitn Boosb 6epera 4O0CTATOYHO AAJIEKO Ha
ceBep, okaxelubcsi Ha wmnpote Xectokux I'op. Touno, 3TO
MOXHO clejlaTh! — 3aK/II04WI YyXak.

— 3TO0 MOryT clelaTb TOJbKO AYXH, OCTaBHUBIIME CBOM
Tena! — Bo3paswina CuMca.

— Tbsl roBopullb, ceBep...

[TpoGopMoTaB 3TO, MyXKYHMHA NMOLUEN, AaXe HE OMIsAbIBa-
scb, clefyeT Ji 3a HMM [€BYyLIKa, Ha YTO OHa M3PSOHO
paccepaunacb. OH BOBNEK €€ B KpPYTNHble HEMPUATHOCTH, U
Tenepb CuMca BbIHYXIOEHA COTJIaCHTLCA C MIyNeHLIMM IU1a-
HOM WIH C €10 YacTh1o. MM ocTaThesl B OKpYKEHHH MHOXECTBA
BparoB B ropojae, KOTOpPbI OHa Bceraa cYuTajlla CBOUM [O-
MOM, e OHa ouyuiaia cebs B 6e30nacHOCTH.

OnHako, NMpoGyp4yaB HECKOJILKO TOPbKMX IOpSYMX CJIOB,
CaMBbIX 37bIX B CBOEM cioBape, CHMca HakJOHWIach, NoJAo-
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6pana 3acc, mocannia €€ Ha ob6bIYHOE MECTO Ha IUIEYO H
nouuia 3a yyxe3seMueM. /IBa MoJoibIx 3opcana TyT Xe NMOAHSA-
nauch B Bo3ayX. C TakMMHM pa3sBeNYMKAMH OHa MO KpaiiHei
Mepe MOXeT He omnacaThCsl BHE3alTHOTO HamaleHMs.

YyxeseMell H He JyMal XaaTh AeBywKy. Heyxenu o Tak
yBepeH, 4To oHa moiaér 3a HUM? CuMca, Ka3anoch, Bc€ 6bl
oTHala, YToObl pa3BepHYThCA M YUTH Kyaa-HuOyab ewé. Ha
XONly OHa ToAyMaJia, Yero JOOBETCSI, €C/IK OTTIPaBUTCA NPSAMO
B 3BE3IHBIH MOPT M BBLIACT CBOETO CNYTHMKA KoMaHzae. C
3KMIaXeM 3BE3NHOTO Kopabisi y He€ HaBepHsKa HMeeTcs
6osibllle 1IAHCOB JOTOBOPHUTLCS, Ye€M C JIIOAbMH Jjopaa Ap-
¢emneHa. [locTynuTh TaK COOTBETCTBOBaJIO 6B MyHpOCTH,
KOTOPYIO OHa YCBOWIa 3a roasl xXu3Hu B Hopax. Tak nouyemy
Xe oHa Opemér 3a YyXakoM, MOYTH NOJYUHUBLIUCHL €ro
maHaM? W He Halas oTBeTa Ha 3TOT Bonpoc, CuMca paccep-
JWUach Ha caMy cebsl, roToBasl MpH NepBOi Xe BO3MOXHOCTH
BBITUIECHYTb OypsiMBlIME B HEil YyBCTBa, B KOTOPbIX caMa He
MorJia pa3o6paThbCsl.

HakoHell OHM OCTABWIHM NO3aJ1 IPYAbl OTXONOB, ¥ A€BY1I-
Ka C HacJaXIeHHEM IyOOKO BIOXHY/NAa YUCThIH MOPCKOM
Bo3ayX. B cnaboM cBeTe MeaJIEeHHO 3aHMMalOLIErocsl paccBeTa
OHa 3aMeTuJIa, YTO 3BE3OHBIN YeJIoBEK YCKOopui wiar. OH wwen
WIMPOKOH MOCTYTIBIO MO NMPUOPEXHOMY TMECKY, Ile €ro cjeabl
HeMeNJICHHO CTHpaiu BojHbl. CHMca Ha MHUI: OCTAaHOBWJIACh,
CKMHYJIa CaHAQIMH ¥ MoGexasa Bcjed 3a HUM, C Haciaxae-
HHEM ollyllasi, KaK Bola OMBIBaeT roJicHH, 3abupasich nop
y3Kue O6pIoKu.

Briepeny nokasanuch oriu peibauxoii aepesyixku. Cumca
IMOKMMHY JNIETKMMH LIaraMM AOrHajla CIIyTHHKa M CXBaTWia
€ro 3a pyKy.

— Hx nooxu BBIXOASAT B MOpe OO paccBeTa, — cKa3sajia
oHa. — Ecni He xodyeuwib, YyTOObI MOJNIOBMHA BCeX XUTeNeid
Y3Hana o TBOEM XeJlaHUM, MOAOXKIH XOTh HEMHOTO.

— Yero xnath? — cnpocun yyxedeMeu. — Ecan Mol
XOTUM MOJIyYUTb NOAKY...

— He cTont obpaiuatecs K cTapocte, — Bo3pa3uia OHa, B
BOJIHEHMM TaK CHJIbHO 3aTsiruBas wapd, 4To YyTh He BCKPUK-
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Hyna oT 6omi. — IlycTh MyXYWHBI YIUTHIBYT. A MBI TOraa
TNEPEroBOpMM C Xo3siiikoit ctrapoctel. EE 3oByr JlycTuTa...
€CJIM OHa ell€ COAEPXHT ero IOM...3a Heil Bcerna rnocieaHee
CJIOBO.

— Th1 e€ 3Haeuns?

— HeMHoro. YV Heé ObIBasIM KaKue-TO Aejia CO CTapyXoW.
OTa XeHUIMHA HE TNpoYb TOJYYUTb TSKENBIA KOLUENEK B
PyKaB, Ia TakK, YTOObl MYX He Yy3HaJ, YTO TakKoil y Heé

nosBwics. IlocToii 3mech, a s moiiny B3MsHy... — CHMca
clienasa HECKOJbKO IIAaroB, HO IOTOM C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM
OIJISIHYNaCh.

— OTKyna Thl 3Haelllb, YTO sl He BblAaM TeOs JIIoASAM Jiopaa
ApdenneHa? — cnpocwia oHa.

— UM oHa ewm€ cnpawnBaer... Her, 1 He Golock TBoero
npenarenscTsa, geau Cumca. Beap Tol cTonbko pa3 Moria
clleslaThb 3TO TPOUUIOH HOYbIO, HO He BOCIOJIb30Bajlach HH
OOHOH BO3MOXHOCTBIO.

— Tol cnuiukoM noBepyuB! — €€ rHeB HAaKOHEU-TO Mpo-
pBaics. CuMce XoTesoch KpHYaTh Ha Hero. — Eciin 6b1 MeHs
CXBaTWIH BMecTe ¢ Toboii, 4yeM Obl 51 Morjia onpaBaaTbcs?
Benb HUXXe MeHSI HET HUKOTO, AN lopaa ApdeieHa s HUKTO
JaXe IO CPaBHEHHUIO C MOAOHKaMH M3 MOPTOBBIX TPYI06. Thi
He OOJDKEH OOBepsiThb HMU MHe, HM OCTalbHBIM. Booblie
HHUKOMY.

— Tlomoxaun... — 4yxeseMell, CJIOBHO He 3aMeyasa €€
OTYasiHHUS, PACCTETHYJI CBO MJIOTHO OOJieraloliMii KOCTIOM Ha
TPYAU U OpoCcUJ HEBYLIKE HeOONbUIONH MeUIoYeK, KOTOpLIi
OHa, He pa3ayMblBasi, MallMHAJILHO mnoimMana. — Ecau arta
TBOSI XO3s5liKa CTapOCThI 3aXO4eT IUIaThl, BblAALbL € HEMHOTO
Bnepén. Ilpocu y Heé nomky, Hebonbwylo. Ho g momken
OCMOTpETb €€, npexine 4eM Mbl goroopumcs. U ew€ npo-
aykroB. OTnaii eil yacTh neHer M nooOGelai Gosblile, Koraa
BCcE€ OyneT roToso.

Meuouek ObLT TSKENDIM, XOTA M MalleHbKHi. He cepe6po,
B 3ToM CHMca 6bi1a TouHo yBepeHa. Huyero He oTBeTHB, OHa
C PpelIMTE/lbHBIM BbIpaXE€HHEM JIMLAa 3allaraja no MneckKy.
Yyxak abconoTHO He 06paT BHMMaHUA Ha e€ npenynpex-
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JeHHe, U Jaxe HaobopoT, OH oTaan eil JeHbrH. JleByluka
npsiMO-TaK¥ BO3HEHaBMIeJla €ro 3a TaKoe IpeHeOpexeHHe,
HO Temnepb €l HUYero He OCTaBajIoCh, KaK TOJIbKO BHITIOJHATD
ero 6e3yMHblii raH. OHa pa3foOyaeT eMmy JIOAKy, €CiH
CMOXET, OCTaHET M BCE OCTAILHOE, HO Ha 3TOM KOHel. 3a
JepeBHEH MX IYyTH pa3orayrcs.

ConHle yXe NOAHSUJIOCHh NJOBOJILHO BLICOKO, OCBEllasl y3-
KHii IPOJIMB, €1Ba NPUTOHBIH 171 BXOAa B FraBaHb HeGObIIMX
snonok. CHMca cuiesia Ha KOpToYKax cpelM cKall. 3acc B3fe-
Tejla Ha BHICOKUI KaMeHb, NoOrjsiabIBasi NONEepeMeHHO TO Ha
YyyXaka, TO Ha OKpyXaloll[ie CKaJIbl, a ]Ba MOJIOZbIX 30pcajia
3aHAIM HabogaTebHbIE NOCThl Nofanslie. JleBylika cyuTa-
Jla, 4YTO Tenepb K HUM HEBO3MOXHO IMoaoOpaTbcsi HE3aMETHO
HH MO cylle, HU MOpeM.

C nepBhix xe cinoB CuMmca ybemwiach, 4yto JIlycTura He
BriepBble NpPOBOpaYHBaeT Takue ciejku. JKeHluuHa ObICTpo
B3IJIAHY/1Ia Ha O6pycok co wraMnoM INuibauu Ha HEM, B3BeCH-
Ja ero B OoJbLION KpacHOi pyke M cpa3y cIpocuia:

— 3a yTo? — crpocuia npsMo, cioBHo CuMca BbITOpro-
BbIBaJIa y HEE€ BCETO JIMLIb CBA3KY CMa-yrpei.

— TIlpexae Bcero 3a JIOAKY, CIMIOCOGHYIO IUIBITh IO MOPIO,
— TaK Xe MpsMO OTBeTWIA JeByllka. — A elué... Tor, KTO
nocjaj MeHs, CKaXeT OCTaJbHOe.

I'nasa XeHIIMHbI CYy3WIHCh, CTaB He OoJiblile TUIoja Bapka,
3ane4y€HHoro B nupore. Ho notoM oHa KuBHYIa. ’

— Xopowo. Ctynaii K AByM CTOSYHM KaMHSAM Ha Oepery.
OHM NOXOXM Ha MNalblibl, TIOOHATHIE B 3HaKe Tpe3peHMus.
XKau tam... )

Bpycok ckpbUicsa B WIMPOKOii agoHH. CumMca Gblna yBepe-
Ha, YTO XEHLUMHA y3Hajla B HEll NOCBUIbHYIO CTapyXH, HO
ronoc, HM BbIpaXxeHHe JuuUAa JIyCTUTBI HMYEro Takoro He
nokazanu. JleBylika cjierka yCNOKOMJIACh, YBEPEHHasl, YTo
NpaBWILHO OLEHWIA 3Ty MOPAYKY.

OHH oTOLWIH B IUTYyOb CYHLIHM, ABaXIbl UM MPHLLIOCH MON3-
TH mo 3eMie, ormbas obOpaGoTaHHBIE MNOJIsA, HO OcrjeLbl
CyMeiu 106paThCsl 10 Ha3HAYEHHOIO MECTa BCTPEYHM 3a/10/Iro
A0 TOro, KaK COJIHLIE NOAHIIOCh Bhicoko. M XnaTh npuiiocs
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Henonro. Bckope nosiBunack JIycTUTa ¢ OrpOMHOI KOpP3HHO#
B pyKax, KOTOpasi BeCHJla He MEHblile HeOObLIOTO MYX4YHHBI.
HecMoTpsa Ha TsDKecTb rIpy3a, XEHLUMHa Jerko obxoauna
6eper y3koro 3anMBa. OHa METOAWYHO CpbiBaJia NoGeru TeM-
HO-KPacCHOIO pacTeHHsl, KOTOpbie, BBICYLINB, pa3MasbIBalOT B
TIOPOLIOK, a MOTOM TPOJAIOT B KauecTBe ynoOGpeHUs AN TexX
caMbIX MOJIeil, MUMO KOTOPBbIX OHH HEJaBHO NMpPOOHMPAsUCh.

CuMca BbICYHYJIaCh M3-3a CKaJbl, YTOOBI pbiOayKa yBHAEA
eé, MoTOM HbIpHYyNna Ha3an. He nponyckas HuM onHoro nobera,
JlyctuTta Bckope mobpanach 0o HUX, xoTsd CHMce NMpHIULIOCH
npu3BaTh BCE CBOE TeprneHHe, NOXWAAACh NPHUOIHXEHMS
XEHIIHUHBI. '

JlycTuTa XMBIKHYNa, OMYCTH/Ja KOP3HHY Ha KaMeHb M
NMpHCIOHMAACh K cKajie. YyxkeszeMel He CTan BBIXOAWUTL H3
YKPBbITHS, XOTSl M CTOSI1 IMLUOM K Heil. JIMLO XeHLIMHBI no-
MpeXHEMY HHUYEro He Bbipaxao.

— Jloaka, — HakoHell nNpoMoJiBuna oHa. M 4yTh 3aMeTHO
KHMBHYJIa B cTopoHYy Cumchl. — YTto ewne?

— Bcé, yTo HyXHO, 4TOObI NPOBECTH JIOAKY BAOJIL Oepera,
— yYyxe3eMel TOBOPHA Ha TOProBOM SI3blKE€ C 3aMETHLIM
aKlleHTOM, Ho JlycTuTa MMena goctaTouHo hei B Kykcopra-
nie, 4To6bl 6¢3 Tpyna ero noHsTs. — [IponoBonbCcTBHE, BOAA. ..
KapTbl OcperoBoil TMHUH...

Pri6auka npunoaHsna peakue 6poBH.

— A nouemy 6bl BaM He apeHaoBaTh uution Jlopaa? —
oTBeTHNa OHa. — Jloaky — na. DTo MOXHO cienars. B
nocnenHee Bpemsi (PpaHKUC CIMULIKOM MHOIO MbET, U €ro
xo3silika 6yneT paja ciyyalo 3apaboTaTh M NpENOAATb €My
ypok. Ceityac oH BansieTcss B OalllHe CTpaxu, 3ajleuMBas
CIIHHY nocJie TOTo, KaK CAHUIKOM XOpOLlUO Bpe3aj MMIbAWii-
CKOMY CTPAOXHHKY, OTTyJa OH He BbIMAET elIE AeCSITh JECTIKOB
IHeli, a MOXeT, W Aoablue. M nponoBoabcTBHE — Ja, MOXHO
cobpare. HeMHoro 3gecs, HeMHoro TaM. BonpocoB HHKakHX
He 6yner. Ho BoT Kapthl... — JlycTuTa yabIOHynack, nokasas
IAbIpbl MEXAY KPYTIHbIMH XEATBIMU 3yDaMHM, — HX Y Hac HeT.
Hawin MyX4YuHbl HOCAT MOPCKYI0O HayKy B OJloBaX — M
BOMBAIOT B CblHOBeH, Koraa npuxoaut Bpems. CnuHa B
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ccaZlHaX TOMOTraeT MapHIO XOpolo 3amoMHUTb. Eciau Bb
OTIIPaBUTECH B MOpE, TO TOJBKO Ha CBOKO yAady, Mbl TYyT HE
TIOMOUHHKH.

— Xopowo, — CuMca nogo3peBaia, 4To yyxke3eMel U He
OoXMunan Apyroro oTeeTa.

— S nonyymna ogMH OpycoK TOpProBoro Metauia, —
npogorkuna Jyctura. — CkaxeM, ew€ ngars?

— A noyeMy He ThIcsI4y? — sA3BHTeNbHO Bo3paszwna Cum-
ca. ToproBaTbcsl €€ 3acTaBWia OCTOPOXHOCTb. 3arjiaTH OHM
IO NMepBOMY TPEOGOBaHUIO, TaK XCHIIMHA MOXET 3aMHTEpECO-
BaTbCS U TMOOYMaThb, YTO €€ BHITOAHee OyneT AJOTOBOPUTHCS
¢ npyrumu. XOTS Bpsid JH CO CTpaXHWKaMHM. MopexonoB
OHO OObEeIHHSET C peYHbIMH TOProBLAMH: OHU HEAONMIO0IH-
BaloT ['wnbauu. 3akoHsl Kykcoprana pri6os0BOB He Kacalorcs,
3a UCKJIIOYEHHEM TeX PEAKMX C/IyYaeB, KOraa, ogoOHO He3a-
JawinBoMmy OpaHKHUCY, OHH HENOCPEACTBEHHO CTAIKUBAIOTCH
C ropoaoMm.

JlyctuTa moxana rieyaMM Tak, 4TO €€ KOp3MHa 3alllaTa-
JIach.

— Te, KTO mpocAT MOMOLUH, HE HOJDKHBI CIIMLIKOM 3aXH-
MaTb KolIeNEK, — 3aMeTwia oHa. — Hy, xopoluo, ckaxeMm —
yeTtbipe. Ho MeHblle He noitnér. IloTpebyeTcs BpeMd, 3aTo
JIOOKY TOJIyYMTe MOYTH cpasy.

— CKONbKO BPpEMEHHM? — CIPOCHJI YE€JIOBEK CO 3BE3M.

— JleHb. Moxer, ewé Yactb Houu. TaM, rae HyxHa
OCTOPOXHOCTb, TOPONIUTbCS Henb3s. [lonyunte BeE. A ceiiyac
OTAAiTe MHE TOJIOBUHY...

CuMca HEOXOTHO NMOAYMHWIACH KMBKY 4yXe3eMLa M OO-
CTajla U3 KolleJIbKa elli€ 1Ba META/UTHYECKHMX OpYycKa; KOlleJeK
OHa mpsiTajla B pykaBe. JlycTUTa He NOJKHA YBHUAETb €ro
pa3Mep WIM JoraaaTbcs O Bece.

XoTs BHellIHe pbpibayKa HMKaK He NpOsiBWIA YIUBICHHUS OT
TOro, YTO BCTYMAE€T B CIEJIKYy C HWHOIUIAHETAHUHOM, 3TO
pasHoayuide JIycTuTel Hudero He 3Haymno. CHMca eil He
noBepsiia, XoTA co cioB Peppap 3HaNa, YTO 3Ta XEHIIMHA
cebe Ha yMe U OOBIYHO JIMIIHEro He GonaTtaeT. M oHa HUueM
He obs3aHa moaaMm 'wibauii.



Kak Jlyctuta M obGelnana, Bckope mnpubbina noaka. EE
NpHBEIM [BE TOJIOHOTHE U TOJIOpYKHE NEBUOHKH, KOTOpbIE
NpHUBE3NN C coboil mueT€Hble KOp3uHbl. OHM TPUBSI3AIH
JIONKY, BbIOpasivch U3 He€, CXBAaTWIM CBOM KOP3UHBI H TYT Xe
YlLUIM, HU pa3y He NOIOHAB IMa3. YOeras, OHM IUICCKAJIUCh
BOJOM, MO-BUAUMOMY, NJOBOJIbHbIE, YTO U30ABUIHCH OT CKyY-
HOTO 3alaHHS.

CuMca npoaospkasa CUAETb 3a CKaJloW, IJIsiAs, KaK yyxe-
3eMell TlIAaTeJbHO ocMaTpuBaeT JoakKy. OHa He
npeqHa3sHayajach IJid XoAbObl MO NapycoM, XOTs MauyTa y
He€ M uMenach. CuMca peuwiwia, 4TO JlolKa B OCHOBHOM
MCIoJIb30Baj1ach y Geperos, Koraa cra-yrpM NpUXoAsaT OTKIa-
AbIBaTb fAiilla, ¥ YTO B OTKPLITOM MOpe B Oypio OHa JOJITO He
npotsiHeT. Ho Bc€ Xe ocMOTp, KOTOPOMY MNOABEPT JOAKY
3BE3NHBIA YeJIOBEK, NPOU3BEN Ha ACBYLIKY Xopolilee BrieyaT-
neHue. Bbilo OYEBMAHO, OH XOpPOLIO 3HAKOM C TaKMMH
JIOAKaMH, Ha Kakol Obl IUlaHeTe HU O00bL1 MoaoOHble 3Ha-
HUA. BepHyBuIMCbh HaKOHell K YKDLITHIO B cKajaX, OH cO
B310XOM 06JierdeHHs ceJll: CJIOBHO YacThb TSLKECTH CIajia C ero
iey.

— Kpenkas nonka, — 3aMeTWw1 OH. — Y Heé€ MejKas
ocajka, B TaKOW HETPYyAHO NMPOMTH Baoab Oepera.

— V¥ atoro Gepera Takue 3yObl, KAKMX Tbl HHUKOTIA He
Buaea. OcTpble 3yObl cKasl! — HeMeUIEeHHO HallOMHH/Ia eMy
Cumca. — Hy M 4TO, naxe ecim Tbl yBUAULIDL cBOM XKecTokue
Toppl B rny6uHe nycTthiHM? Hukaxkoii nuuuM M Boabl A8
TaKoro NMyTH He XBAaTHUT, U €CJIH Thl M 106ePELLLCS 10 XOJIMOB,
TO yMpELlb TaM.

— Jlean CumMca, — 4yyXak JIEr Ha CNIMHY, OOHOH pYKOH
3aCJIOHUB IJia3a OT COJIHLIa, KOTOpOe NpoOHBanioch B paccein-
HY, — 4TO FrOBOPHUTCS B BaluMx JereHaax o Kecroxux I'opax?

JeByiika Habpasna ropcTb necka v NponycTuia ero CKBo3b
NaTbLbl.

— To, 4To Bceraa paccka3plBalOT O HEM3BECTHOM. TaM Bcex
XKAET cMepTb. KOHEYHO, XOAAT CIYXH M O HECMETHBIX COKpO-
BHLIAX, HO HUKOMY e€lll€ He ymaBajJocb MX HaWTH Takyio
CIeNKy He 3aKJII0YHLLb.
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— Ho 5 Bumen npeaMeTsl oTTyAa — CTpaHHblE U YIHBU-
TeJIbHble BELIM...

CuMca nopax€HHO B3IISIHYJIa Ha Hero.

— Tne? Tonsko He B Kykcoprane! — 310 OHa Moria
yTBepXIaTh onpeaea€éHHo. CllyxH O TaKMX Bellax NMPOHHUKIH
Obl B HIXKHMIf ropod, nowwtd 6s1 U no Hop.

— A ux BUOeNn Ha OpyTO IUIaHETE, — CMOKOIHO MOSICH MW
yyxakK. — Korna 3B€3aHble Kopabid HAUUTH Balll MMp, BO3Je
Kyxkcoprana He 6pU10 nocagoyHoii riowaaku. Kopabau npu-
JleTAJIM M yJleTain, a TWIbANK M He 3HaTIU 00 3TOM.

DTO BHOJIHE MOXET ObITh NpaBaoii, pewna CuMca, MoTo-
My 4YTO IUIaHeTa BeJIMKa, a UM M3BECTHBI TOJIbKO Te €€ 4acTH,
KyZla MPOHUKAIOT TOPTOBLIBI.

— OnuH Takoit kopalbib NMpU3eMIWICS B caMOM cepale
CTpaHBbl, KoTopylo Bbl HasbiBaeTe Kectoxumu [opamun. U
TIPUBE3 TaKOMW Ipy3, YTO AaXe caMbIi NMOCJIEAHUH YIEH 3KH-
naxa HecJIbIXaHHO pasborarei...

Hesyuika Momya cuaoena. HecnpixaHHoe GoraTcTBo ans
3BE3NHBIX Moaeit! YTo MOXHO ¢ HUM clieNaTh — Jaxe eit, 6e3
ponuyeii, 6e3 MMeHH, npecienyemoi no naraM I'mapausaMu?

— Tgoit 6pat Hckan ero? — HEYAUBUTENbHO, YTO JIOpA
ApdennieH HacTOpoXWics, €cly 3TOT paccka3 npasauB. Hu
ofMH nopa I'mibauK He YNyCTUT BO3MOXHOCTH HECJbIXaHHO
pa3borarers.

— Ja... Ho He caMy coKpoBHllia, a 3HAaHUA, 3aKIIOYEHHbIE
B HHX. BepHyBluMiics KopaOnb caenan U ApyrMe HaXOIKH.

— Ecnu xopabab cMoOr cecTh TaM OQUH pa3, NMovyeMy He
cliesaTh 3T0 CHOBa? — ¢ HEOXHUAAaHHON MONO3PUTETbHOCTLIO
cnipocwia Cumca.

— OHM NpoM3BeJIN TaM BBIHYXIE€HHY10 nocaaky. U ynere-
JIM C OTPOMHBIM TPYIOM, UM OYEHb IMOBE3JI0, BTOPUYHO OHH
6b1 He puckHy1H. Ho y MeHs ecTb Bcg HHdopMalLus, KOTO-
poii pacnonaran 6parT, s 3Halo, TAe HUcKaTb. Sl BoBce He Tak
IIyT, KakK Tbl, BEPOSAITHO, AyMaellb, Jead CHMca.

— Ho Bc€ paBHO Tebe NpeaAcTOUT NpeofoNeTh MYCTHIHIO, a
MHOTO INpUnacoB ¢ coboit He yHec€wb. TBo# OpaT noiuén ¢
OMNBLITHBIM TNPOBOAHMKOM, IOpPyrMe He cornawanuch. M He
BEPHYJICA.
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— Bcé€ BepHO, — 4YyXe3eMel KMBHYJI, MECOK 3acTpsiji B €ro
YyEpHBIX Bosiocax. — Ho He B nmpaBuiax Moel ceMbH OCTaB-
nath cBouX. JlosXeH HaHTHCh cnoco® mnobeauTh Hdaxe
MYCTBIHIO, MOS JIEAH...

— TloyeMy Tl Tak MeHs Ha3biBaclllb? — HEOXHUAAHHO
cnpocuna gepyuika. — A He ponHsa Jlopamam. S Cumca...

— Ho, s yBepeH, U He obutatenb Hop, — oTBeTHN OH.

OHa HaxMypuiach. M npexne yeM cMorjia OTBETHUTD, NOC
Jblanics mieck Boabl. OHU NPHXAIKCh K 3eMJIe 32 CKAJOI,
XOTS1 30pcasibl HE JABUIM TPEBOXHOTO CHIHaJIA.

DTO BEPHYNUCh Te Xe€ [AEBOYKHM, YTO MNPUBEIH JIOAKY
IleTnn KOp3uH IMy6OKO Bpe3aJIMCh B HX Xydble IUICYH, H MOM
HX TSDKECTbIO OHM crubanuch, Kak ctapyxu. M BHOBb, He
NMOAHUMAas IV1a3, He IIsidsi Ha CKajly, 3a KOTOpPOil MpATAIUCH
CuMca M e€ CyTHHUK, 1eBOYKHU NMOCTABWIN KOP3UHbI, NMepeio-
XHWJIW TPY3 W CHOBA YLIJIH.

B TeyeHue Bcero AHs NpPUXOAMNM W OpyTHe, BCEraa ¢
KOp3WHaMHM, OonblIMMH M ManeHbKMMH. TlocnenHeit yxe B
cyMepKax B JlooKe Ha B&cjax npubsiia cama Jlycruta. OHa
MpHBe3Na LecTb KYBLUMHOB BbICOTOM ¢ CHMCY, HO MYyCTBIX.
Pbibauka Benesia MM HAamNoOJHUTb 3TH KYBLUMHBI TPCCHOI
BOOON M3 MCTOYHMKA YyTb Aajblue K ceBepy. [IpuHAB noc-
JNelHHe aABa Opycka, nepea YXodOM OHa HEOXHAAHHO
npeaymnpeansia Mx:

— B ropoae TpeBora, cTpaXHHKH BBILUIM M3 HEro, —
XeHUIMHA TPOMKO CIUIIOHYJa B HabexaBulylo BoaHy. — Ho
W3 CEBCPHBIX BOPOT CLUE HE BBIXOAWIM. A LIYM TaKOH, KaK OT
6onblIOl UIYKH, NonaBuiciicd Ha Kp1o4ok. S Takoro ¢ acTcT-
Ba Hec BuIena.

Korna xeHiunHa yuina, ToM B3IJISIHYl Ha A€BYLUKY

— A nonarailo, HacC XBAaTWJIMCb..

— Tebs xBaTMANCH! — pe3Ko nomnpaBHJa OHa.

— A nymalo..

Ho 4yxaky Tak M He ymanoch cKa3aTb, YTO OH AYMaerT,
notoMy 4to o6a 3opcasa BAPYT B3JIETEIH H Pe3KO CIYCTWINCH
BHH3 CHMce He HYXHO ObLIO CHBILIATE X KPHKH B CIylLAK0-
UIHXCA cyMepKaX, YTOObl 3HaTh, YTO OHM YBHUAEJM HE NPOCTO
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moaei Ha Gepery. 3BE3mHBIM 4YeNOBEK CXBaTWI €€ 3a PYKY.
JleBylIKa eaBa ycnesia NoAXBaTHUTh 3acc, KaK OH BTOJKHYJ €€
B JIOOKY, MOYTH OpOoCI, U LIENOTOM BeEJeJ OCTaBaTbCsl Ha
MecTe.

[ToToM 4YyxakK MOOHAJ IJIMHHBIA LIECT U U30 BCEX CUI
OTTOJIKHYJICS OT KaMHe#. [Ineun ero Hanpsiranuch B YCWINM,
KOTa OH BBIBOAMI JIOAKY MNoJaJibllie OT y3Koro 3ajuBa. OHH
yXe BBILUUIM B OTKpbIToe Mope, Korga CuMca 3aMeTusa Ha
BEpXYLIKaX YTECOB OTHM M TNOHsUIA, YTO OXOTa He NMpeKpaTH-
Jlach: KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM MX BbICJIEIUITH.

CuMce He noHpaBwioch B Mope. EE myrana kayka, HO
JIeBYLIIKa He XoTena, YToObl CIIYTHHUK Jorajasics o6 eé cTpaxe.
Kornga oHM cHoBa NpHYaJMJIM K Oepery, oHa 6e3 mnpoch0
NoMOT/Ia eMy HalOJHHUTDb KyBLUMHBI, IEPEHECTH H OCTOPOXHO
YCTAaHOBHUTb HX B JloaKe. OcTalbHOM Tpy3 YyyXakK B TeueHHUE
IHS yXe YJIOXHWA B JoAKY, 0co60 o6paTHB BHUMaHHe CHMChI
Ha To, uto JlycTHTa nana MM ymO4YKH M HebOoMbIIYIO CeTb.

3opcasibl cuaend Ha OOLIMBKE mocpeay naiyObl, rae HMX
cjlerka 3allMllIajio OT BeTpa U Opnbi3r. UyxkesemMel ycTaHOBHJI
HeGOBILIYI0O MauTy M TIpMBA3aJl TPEYTOJBHBIN Mapyc, KOTo-
pblii cpa3y moiiMan Ho4Ho# BeTep. [loToM OH B3sn pynb M
TIOBEPHY/ CYINEHBILIKO Ha ceBep, a CuMca ckopywiach B
yKkpbITHH. Kak eii xoTenoch oka3zatecsi B Hopax, nyctb ronon-
HOM ¥ 000opBaHHOMH, HO B 6€30MACHOCTH U C NMPOYHOH 3eMNEM
noa Horamu!

OHa Benb He cobMpanach 3aXOAMTh TaK JajeKo, HaMepeBa-
SIChb TIOXeJIaTh YyXaKy ylAa4yH, a CAMOM CNpsATaThCsl, MOXET, B
pbI6a1Koli AepeBylIKe, XOTs 3TO MOIJIO CTOMTb BCeX €€ JeHer.
Ho coGriTus pa3BopauMBaUCh TaK CTPEMUTENBHO U HEOXH-
IaHHO, YTO y He€ He OcTaBajioch BblOOpa.

Jlonka nponomxana MATH BAOJAbL Gepera, TOLIHOTA My4MJa
CuMcy M 3acTaBisia pe3upaTh €BOE TENO, M JEBYlIKAa TBEp-
00 pelnsia, YTo yX B IyCTHIHIO OHa ToyHO He noiaér! Ilycts
3TOT ¢NabOYMHBIH 6eXUT Tyoa M HCHEYETCs JO CMEpPTH B
cBoux ['opax, oHa ocTaHeTcsl C JIOOKOH M CyMeeT BhIOpaThCs
Hasaa. [leByluka Hayana o6ayMbIBaTh 3TOT IW1aH. OHa BblIacT
ce6s1 3a BLDKUBLIYIO NOCJIe KOpabiaeKpylleHHs, pasMbILUIsLIa
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CuMca; XOTS MOpe OHa He 3HAaeT M ONBITHOTO MOpSKAa He
obmaHeT. M BC€ Xe OHa MOCTYTIUT UMEHHO TaK... MyTHULIA U3-
3a MOpA... KOpaOJleKpylLIeHHE...

Y Heé elllé MHOro BpEMEHH, MOXET, HECKOJLKO OHEM,
YyToOBbI NpoayMaTh cBolo nereHay. U Cumca cymeer e€ xopo-
LIEeHBKO NpoayMaTb. Belb TOJMBLKO 30pcasibl MOTYT BblaaThb €€
MOAJTUHHYIO JIMYHOCTb. A OHM C PaAdOCTbIO BEPHYTCS K CBO-
OONHOM XHWU3HH B AMKOH MECTHOCTH, NMpPEeNOCTaBUB €i UIpaTh
H30paHHy10 ponb. O6XBaTMB pyKaMM KOJIEHM, AeBYyllKa OMNyc-
THWIa noAGOpoNOK Ha pyKM M pasMblulIsia o OyayuieM,
MbITasiIChb NepedOpPOTb HEMPHUSITHOE OLUYLICHHE B XeayldKe

I'naea 6

ConHue spocTHOo Xro 3emmo. Crapasch XOTb KakK-TO
3aLIMTUTLCA OT ero jaydei, CuMmca Bcsg oOMaszanach XHpPOM
¢dpecanoBOro cyma, KOTOpblii OHU €M B nyTH. JleBylka ene
3acTaBMia cebsa 3abpaThcs Bcjled 3a 4yXe3eMLEM Ha packa-
JNIEHHYIO CKaJly, MBIUYLIYIO XapoM KaK KyXOHHasl IUIMTa, W
yxe cBepxy CHMca OKOHYaTe/JbHO yOeaAunach, 4TO OCylUeCT-
BJICHUE IJIAaHOB, KOTopble 3TOT TOM CTpoMN BO BpeMs HX
y>XKaCHOTO MOPCKOro myTeulecTBHMs, HeBO3MOXHO. [lycTb oH
OTNpaBiseTCs B 3Ty OeJlyl0 3HOMHYIO Neyb U 3aXapUTCH TaM
IO YTJIel, a OHAa CHOBa JOBEPUTCA MOPIO, KaK 3TO HM CTpall-
Ho. O1HaKo OfHa ML MBIC/Ib O KOLIMape, KOTOPbIii IeByllKa
MCMbITas1a 32 5TH ABA AHS, KOTAA UX KaK JIMCTHK LUBBIPSAJIO NO
BOJIHAM — CIYTHHUK YTIOPHO Ha3blBajl 3TO «CBEXHM BETPOM»,
— 3acTaBuia €€ oOXBaTHUTb MYCTOH XMBOT PyKaMH, U3bEOEH-
HbIMM COJIEHOM BOMOH M B MOJIOCKAX KPOBM, COUMBLIEHCS U3
MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX TPEUWIMHOK W JIOMHYBIUMX BOJALIPEH XOTb
OHa W Obuia abCONMIOTHO HEOMbITHA B MOPCKOM aene €M
MPULLJIOCH BCIO CBOIO CHJTy MCMOJIb30BaTh B O0pbbe ¢ BeTpoM
M BOJIHAMH.

Ilepen HUMM paccTHnanachk NOUCTHHE MPOKIATas 3CMAA,
TaKylo, HaBepHOe, MOXHO ObL10 Obl M300pa3uTh B KauyecTBE
MapuipyTa, Coco6HOro 3aCTaBUTh APOTHYTDb JIIOOOro NyTHH-
Ka. bnecTsiaa noBepxHOCcTb GeNbIX MOJIOC NECKAa oOXUraia
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ma3a. TaMm, rae mecok cMejo BeTPOM, MPOCTYTNaJl KaMeHb,
HM3HOLUCHHBbIH, H3pe3aHHbIH TNeperoHseMbIMM BETPOM Hec-
YMHKaMU B TeueHHe OecUncIeHHOI Yepebl CE30HOB, KOTOpbie
YeJIOBEK NMPOCTO HE MOXET COCYMTaTh; 3TH KAMHH TSHYJIUCH
JJIMHHBIMH pHdaMH, TaKHe Xe OCTpble, KaK U T€, YTO OHHU
BHAEJH B Mope. JKH3Hb 3[eCh HEBO3MOXHaA...

OnHako 4yxe3eMell He cTajl TpPaTHTh BpeMsi Ha Oecuenb-
Hoe pa3rjisiiblBAHWE CMEPTOHOCHOM 3eMJIH, KOoTopas
HayMHaJlacbh cpa3y OT MOJHOXMS UX yTéca. BMecTo 3TOTO OH
YBEpEHHO AOCTaJl U3 OOQHOIO0 M3 KapMaHOB Ha MNosice KaKoii-
TO CJIOXEHHEI NMpHOop, packpbll ero U HacTpowi. M c ero
MOMOUIBIO CTa/l M3y4aTb CTpaHy, 3aTAHYTYI0O Mepualouieit
ObIMKOM. TyT M TaM, CJIOBHO IO NpHKa3y HEBUIMMOrO Bpara,
B BO3AYX NMOJHUMANMCh U HAYMHAIU KPYXHMTBCS U TaHUEBaTh
cTo16bl necka. CuMca NMpHKpbUIa Ia3a pykKamMd. B 1wué€nxkm
MeXIy najJbllaMHd OHA YBHMIeJa JIMLIb TYMaHHYIO JIMHUIO Ha
ropu3oHTe. Moxer ObITh, Xectokue I'opnl. Ho eit Tenepb
ObLUIO BCE paBHO.

JeByluka pelIMTEIbHO NOBEPHYJIach CMIMHOM K 3TOl omac-
HOHM 3eMJile U Hayaja CIycKaTbCsl C MX HabmomaresbHOro
NYHKTa, HO TYT €€ OCTaHOBWIO BOCKJIMLIAHME CITyTHHKA.
BarnsiHyB BBepx, OHa yBHAENa, YTO TOT HanpaBWI CBOM
CTEK/IA HEe K KaKOH-TO OTHANEHHOH lieJiM, a BHU3, NPSAMO Ha
MYCTBIHIO.

— 3t10 popora...

— Kakas nopora? — gaxe oT ABYX CJIOB MOTpeCKaBLIHECS
ryonl sabonenu.

— Haina nopora! — yyxe3eMel CJOXWI CTEKIIA H CIIPSATAN
ux B kapmaH. CuMca C/IMLIKOM ycTana, YToObl CMOPHUTb C
6esymMueM. Ecan oH cuMTaeTt, 4To HalUEN JOPOTY, MyCTh UOET
no Heill M mockopee HcyedHeT. OHa CIMWKOM Hojro ObLia
TUICHHMLEH ero IUJIaHOB M Temnepb NOJDKHAa OCBOOGOAMTBCH,
npexae 4eM YTPaTHT OCTaTKM 3HEpTrHUH.

ITosToMy AeByllIKa HH O 4éM He CNPOCWIA, TOJNLKO MNO-
BEpHYJIaCh M Hayajia CITyCKaThCsl MO YTECY K MaJIECHbKOMY
3a1MBy, TAe Ha cnabbIX BOJHaX MOKayMBajlach MX JIOAKAa CO
cjeaaMM TSDKKOro nytd. BonHaM npuxoauTcss npoOupaTbhes
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clofla 4Yepe3 TECHBIA IPOJMB, INMOYTH TaKOH Xe€ Y3KMH M
CKPBITHBIN, KaK TOT, KOTophlii u3bpana Jlyctura anga Havana
HMX 3JIOTOJIyYHOTIO TMYTH.

Cnyckasch Ha y3Kyl0 NOJIOCKY XECTKOH rajibkKu (no 3Ty
CTOPOHY YyTEca necka He 6bU10), CHMca cTapaTe/IbHO OTBOIU-
Jla B3I/ OT MEpBOro, YTOo BCTPETWIO €€, elBa JIMLIb OHA
HEYKJIIOXE CIPBITHYJIA C JIOOKH Ha Geper, — OT CBUAETE/BCT-
Ba TOIO, YTO MOXET cIejlaTb 3TOT YyXacHblii Oeper. 3aTo
yyxe3eMell, YBUAEB CTOJIb HalyraBUIKE A€BYLIKY OCTAaHKM, He
TIPOSIBIWI HU MaJieHlliero crpaxa.

JIlBa cMOpILIEHHBIX HCCOXUIMX Tejla, BEpHee, TO, YTO OT HUX
OCTAJIOCh, JIEXaJIH, 3aCTPAB MeXAY CKajll. A MOXET, OHM caMH
M3 TOCJIEAHUX CWI TPHUION3NM cloAa, YyToObl HAWTH 34€eCh
Morwiy? 3a NoYepHEBLIYIO CMOPLUEHHYIO IUIOTh €LIE LeIUis-
JIoCh HECKOJILKO GecliBeTHbIX Tpsinok. CuMca Obuia paja, yTo
MepTBEUbl JieXaJld TojioBaMH BHepEn, TaK 4YTO He ObUIo
BHUOHO, YTO cleJiajla CMepTh C HX JMLAMM; TYT HET HU NTHII,
HU KpaboB, HH IPYTUX CTEPBITHMKOB, KOTOPbl€ OYUCTHIM
61 Koctu. Tena mpocTo mMoYyepHeIHW Ha COJMIHLE W Temnepb
cKopee MOXOAWIH Ha IEMOHOB, YeM Ha XMBLIMX KOraa-To
nonen.

Ho ToM M Ha 3TOT pa3 npouwén MUMO, naxe He 6pocHB Ha
HUX B3MJIS; OCKaJIb3bIBasiCh Ha OyJIbDKHHMKaX, OH Npobupancs
BIOJbL Oepera nanbliue Ha ceBep. M Tonbko Koraa yyxak Hayaj
MOAHMMATLCS Ha CKaJlbl, NPUKPbIBAaBLIME APYTOM KOHEU MX
MaJieHbKoro 3anuBa, CHMca 3acTaBuia cebsi BCTaTb M NOWTH
3a HMM. OHa He MoOIJIa OCTaBaTbCsl Ha MECTe — psIoM C
3TUMM TNOYEPHEBIIMMHU TeJlaMH, NPUCYTCTBHE KOTOPLIX ne-
BYLIKa TNOCTOSSHHO ollyllaja, CMOTpejia JIM OHa B HX
HamnpaB/lI€eHUH WIH HeET.

Horn CuMchl npenaTeNibCKM CKOJIB3WIM B CaMoOOe/bHBIX
o6MOTKax, KOTOpble OHa cMacTepuia U3 3anacHoro napyca,
HalileHHOIO B JIOJKEe, HaMOTaB M IiepeBsi3aB, KaK MOIja,
TKaHb, 4YTOOb! 3alUUTHUThL CBOIO OOYBb M KoXy. JleByuika
1iaraja oYeHb OCTOPOXHO: MajaTh €l COBCEM HE XOTEOCh.
Kakas xe oHa nypa! Beapb ropasmo nyduie 6butio 61 npocto
3aMoJI3TH B JIOAKY, OTKyJa BpeMsl OT BPEMEHH CJbILIAINCD
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Xano6bl 30pcayioB, A KoTopblx CHMca oImycTolInIa KOp3u-
HY U YyCTpOMJIa UM HedTo Bpoje rHe3na, Oosiblile OHa HUYEro
He Morya cAejlaTh, YTOObl yOepeub XMBOTHBIX OT Xapbl.

Kapabkasicb mo KaMHsIM, OHa BCE-TaKM yIaja U coapaia
KOXY Ha pyke. M 6osbllie He cMoIiia caepXKUBaThCsA, KaK HU
crapanach. C TpyaoM 3acTaBUB ceOsl ONYCTHTb PYKY B XTY4YIO
BOY, OHa BCXJIMIIbIBaJIa, KAK 30pCajibl, NMO3BOJIUB XOTb Tak
BbIPa3sUThb 3MoLMHU. Yyxe3eMell Tenephb OajleKO Briepead, OH
He ycapiiiut, CHMca c caMoOro Hayajga peluwna, Y4TO OH
HHUKOIZA He YCJ/IBILIMUT OT He€ Xasob.

3a cKajJlaMH, Ha KOTOpbIX OHa MOCKOJIb3HYJIaCh, OTKPBLICS
elé OOHUH 3aJIUB, Oeperosas MnoJjoca TaM ObLUla ropa3fo LIHUpe
— B ¢opMe TpeyroJibHUKa, BEpLIMHa KOTOPOIO YXOAMT B
ryOb cylld MeXay cTeHaMHu yTécoB. ToM Kak pa3 Hamnpas-
JISUICS1 K TOMY MECTY, W, NOKa JeBYlIKa 3aHUMAaJIach NIOpaHEHOM
PYKOH, Mcye3 coBeplleHHO. TaM, HODKHO ObiTb, HalIEsCs
KaKOH-TO NMpoxoJ WM neluepa...

Msicib 0 newepe, O TOM, YTO MOXHO HAaWTH 3alIUTy OT
COJHLA, BepHy7na AeByuike cuibl. U1 OHa 3akoBbUIsLIa IO
MecKy, rie Xopollo BHUAHbI 6bUTH cieansl Toma.

Ho Tam okazanach He nellepa, Kak €il XOTe/oCh, a BCETO
JIMLUB ieNb, Beaylllasl BBEPX, Y3KMI1 pa3pbiB NYCTbIHHOIO JHA,
BO3MOXHO, KOTAa-To 3aechb ObUIO pycno peku. Ecnam B 3toii
TPUXKIbl NPOKIATON 3eMJjie BooOllle MOXeT ObITh BoAa.

Ilon HoraMu 3ackKpeXeTaliu Te Xe IecoK W IpaBHii, a
CTEHBI YTECOB MO 0be CTOpOHBbI KpyTo yxoaunu Beepx. «He 3a
YTO yXBaTMTbhcs, — noaymasa CHMca, — HaBepX 3[echb He
NMOAHSATECA». A K3 caMOil TpelUMHbl WIEN TaKOH Xap, KakK
6yaTo Ta npuBIeKala K cebe BCE TEIUIO COJMHLA M HaKarulH-
Bajla M yIepXHuBaia ero. :

HNaxe ToMm, no-BMAMMOMY, pELIWN, YTO 3TO CIAULIKOM,
NMOTOMY YTO YyXe€ BO3Bpallajcsi, YIJyOMBLIMCh BIepEd Ha
CoBceM HebonbluGe paccTosiHMe. ONHAKO, K YAMBJIEHHIO le-
BYLLIKM, OH Y/IbIOAJICS M WEN YNpYroi 3HepruyHOH NOXOAKO,
CJIOBHO OOHapyXHN UCTOYHHK, OKPYXKEHHBIN 3eJieHblo. CHM-
ca flaxe noaymana, He COLUEN JIH Ha caMOM lieJie Yyxe3eMell
C yMa oT 3To# Xapbl. OHa ciblliana pacckadbl O NYCTBIHHOM
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6e3yMHM, O TOM, KaK BoOOpaxaeMble KapTHMHbl YBOIWIH
IIyTHUKOB B CTPAaHY CMEPTH.

— ¥ Hac ecTb gopora! — pagoCTHO OOBSIBUJ OH JEBYLIKE.

— 3aecp?

OH ToyHo cnaTwi. CuMca 6oxoM nonsaruiack oT Toma, He
OTpBIBasi OT Hero B3rJs4a, onacasich MTHOBEHHOTO CBUPEIOTo
HanaleHus.

— 3pecp! — K e€ ycwiMBalolleMycs yXacy corjlacuics OH.
Ho noTtoM, H0JDKHO OBITb, pasriisiien BbIpaXXeHHe Juua ne-
BYLUKHM, TIOTOMY 4YTO ObicTpO moGaBui:

— He nxHémM, HeT. Houblo. Toraa Bcé Oyner no-apyromy. 5
3Haw, KaKk MATH. B Takux Mectax Hoyblo npoxiagHo. Mopc-
KON BeTep HECET ¢ coboM Biary, oHa KOHAEHCHUpyeTCcs Ha
ckanax. MBI cMoxeM IpOMTH, BO3bBMEM C coboif Boay M
Muuly, BOT yBUAULIDb. S NMpoaenbiBal 3TO Ha APYTUX MJIaHETax.

Cumca 3akpsuia poT. Her cmbicia cnopute. Ecin Tom
CKaXeT, YTO y HHUX BbIPacTYT KpbUIbsl H OHH MOJIETAT B IIyOb
CyllM, OHa JOJDXKHa ¢ HHUM comlacuTbhesi. OH BEpMT, 4TO
FOBOPUT TNpaBly, M AEBYUIKA HE XOTeJla C HMM CIODHTb.
JocTtaToyHo, 4YTO ceifyac OH corjlaceH BEpPHYTLCS K JIoOKe H
YKpPBITbCSl B TEHH, KaKyl0 OHM TaM CMOTYT HaiiTH. BripoueM,
YyyXaK He ynaj, NMo4YTH 6e3 4YyBCTB, KaK OHa; MNocjiedHHe
HMCNBITAHUA OTHSIM Y JEBYLUKU BBIHOCJIMBOCTb U CHIY, Ha-
KOIUIEHHbIE 3a roanl XHU3HU B Hopax.

OcTasIbHY10 4acThb AHsI OHA JMbo npocnana, JU6O Jexana
0e3 co3HaHMs; BriocieacTBMM CHMca He MorJla cKa3aTh, YTO
MMEHHO C Heil 6bpU10. BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH eil Ka3ajioch, YTO
OHa BHINT, KaK TOM OTPBIBAET JOCKM OT JIOAKH M C OMOLIBIO
CMOYEHHBIX B MOPCKOH BOJle BEPEBOK CBSI3bIBaeT MX. A NIOTOM
yK/IaablBaeT Ha COJIHLIE, YTOOB! y3JIbl MPOCOXJIM U 3aTBEPAEIIH.

Pa3 unu nBa geByliKa NMpHUXOAWIA B ce0sf HAacTOJLKO, 4YTO
XOTeJla BO3MYTHUTLCS: 3a4eM 3TO- YyXe3eMell JOMaeT JIOAKY, Ha
KOTOpOii OHa cobupanach BepHyTbcsi. OnHaKO, He YcNeB
HabpaTbcs CWI IJIsl 3TOT0, OHAa CHOBA MOTpyXajach B AIMKY
CcTpaJaHU.

Ho BoT HakoHel AeHb nomoweén K KoHuy ConHue cmyc-
TWioch no 6e3001a4HOMYy HeOy, WIMpOKas pa3HOLBETHast
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rofoca Jieria Ha BOJIHBI, B TMOCJIEAHUI pa3 obxuras Iiasa
nepyuiku. CuMca 3acTaBwia ce6s BCTaTb, YTOOBI AaTh BOABI
3opcajiaM, YbH XaJloOHble KPUKM CTIM COBCEM CJIaObIMHU U
XpuIuisiIMH. TpeBora o XMBOTHBIX U NpHBeJa €€ B ceos.

3opcaibl JieXXaid MOXHATOM Ipynoii, pacKpbIB pThl, aHTEH-
Hbl HX OOBMC/IM, IJ1aza OBUIM 3aKpbIThl, ObILUATH OHHU C
TpynoM. CHMca, He oOpauias BHHMaHHsS Ha 4Yyxe3eMmla,
KOTOPBIii poaoDkasl paboTaTh Ha bepery, CHSUIa TYTYIO KpbILl-
Ky C OILHOTO MX KYBLIMHOB C BOAOH (M3 KOTOPBIX OCTaJIUCh
TOJILKO JBa TMOJIHBIX) M APOXallMMH pyKaMH TOAHecsla MH-
COYKY M HaJWia [OparoleHHYI0 XHWIOKOCTb, 4YYyTb JIH He
oTcuuThiBas Karoid. CaMa OHa yXacHO XoTejla MHTb. Tak
XOTeJIOCh JieYb U NO3BOJIMTH NMPOXJIAAHON XHIKOCTH CMOYHTh
O0OMOKEHHYIO COJIHLIEM KOXY...

OCTOpPOXHO JepXa MHCOYKY B pyKe, OHa TNOANOJ3Na K
Kop3uHe-THe3ay. CHayana 3acc. JleBylka npiokasna 3opcania
K rpyau. Crapasich He NPOJUTh BOALY, OHA NMOAHEC]a MHCOYKY
K packpbiToMy pPTy 3acc M Hayaja KamnaTb TEIUIOBAaTYIO XWI-
xocTb. CHMca He ObL1a yBepeHa, HO €i Ka3aJloCh, YTO TeJO y
3acc CAMLIKOM ropsiyee, CJIOBHO HAarpejioch He TOJILKO OT
COJIHLIAa, HO M OT KAaKOro-To BHYTpeHHero xapa. BHayaie
KaIUTH NpodeXasy Nno KpasiM 3TOro KioBoobpasHoro pra. Ho
BoT 3acc caenajla KOHBYJIbCHBHOE YCHJIHE M IVIOTHYIA.

CoBceM HEMHOTo, HO 30pcall TYT Xe OoOpén rojioc U crai
XanoBatbcs. CuMca nosioxwia 3acc Ha MeCTO U 1o oyepenu
Hanomuna octanpHbIX. CollepXHMOe MHCOYKHM OHa pa3je/Mia
MeXIy HHMH NOPOBHY, KaK Moria. Miaaiuue npuuiiu B cebs
6picTpee, BLENMWINCh KOITAMH B Kpasi KOp3WHBI M Hayaiu
pacKayMBaTbCsA; OOMH [aXe MCIYCTWI KPHK, NPHUBETCTBYSA
CYMEPKHM M OXOTHHYbE BpeMms.

Torna neByilika cCHOBa B3su1a 3acc, NMOMAEPXUBAsA pyKoii €€
rojsioBy. ['n1aza XMBOTHOrO OBUTH OTKpbITHI, H CHMce Noka3a-
JIoCh, YTO OHA YMTaeT B HMX TOHMMaHHe. BHayane oHa
cobupanach BBIMTYCTHTb 30pPCaJIOB, XOTS 3l€Cbh HeJIb3sl 3TOIO
nenatb. B 3TO# rosioil, BBDKOKEHHOI COMTHUEM CTpaHE OHHU He
BbDKHUBYT.

HerT, oHa nonmxHa OyneT B3ATb HX ¢ OO0, KOoraa NOMAET...



— noiigér? BrnepBrie Cumca ocMoTtpesnacs. M 1o, YyTO AeByLl-
Ka yBHIeNa, BbI3BAJO Y He€ TaKo#H NMPUCTYN cTpaxa, 4YTo OHa,
HECMOTps Ha Xapy, BCg 3aJpoxaia.

Besymubrit yyxkesemeu!' Iloka oHa nexana 6e3 cus, OH
clenan takoe!

OH He TONAbKO pa3obpan Bclo nanyby JoAKH, HO M CHSUI
napyc ¥ u3pesan ero Ha nosockl. M yro xe noayuyunocs? Ha
Mecke JieXalio HeuTo, HaloMHHalolllee MaJIeHbKYIO JIOAKY, HO
C TUIOCKMM JHM1IEM, — YYNOBMIIHAsA MELIAaHWHA CBA3aHHBIX
MoOJIOCKaMM Tapyca nocok. M Ha HMX, noka oHa Jexana, OH
NepeHéc Bce OCTATKH UX MPOJOBOJILCTBHS, a TENEphb WEN U 3a
KyBLIMHaMH ¢ Bono#. ['ybbl CUMChl pacKajiblBaJIMCh, HO OHa
BCE-TaKM pABKHYJA Ha Hero. OH He OCTaBW1 €M MyTH cnace-
HHSA.

Teneps oHa MOXET OcTaTbCsl HA MeCTe, yMepeTb U BbiCO-
XHYTb, KaK 3TH TMO4YE€pHEBLUME OCTAHKUM Ha ckKanax. Wau
MPUHATL Y4acTHe B ero Oesymuu. Korru e€ BbicTynuin
HapyXy, OHa 3apblyaja, eil XOTeJIoCh pa3opBaTh €ro rMaakylo
KOXY, NpeBpaTUTh B OKPOBaBJIE€HHble OOpLIBKM Teno. [lpu-
XaBUIMCh CIMMHOM K KYBLIMHAM, OHa CMOTpeJjia Ha Hero,
rotoBasi K cxBarke. Jlyuie ymepeTb ObICTpO, YeM HcnedbCcs B
JTOM pacKal€HHOM MYCTLIHE.

ToMm octaHoBuica. Hy, no kpaiiHei Mepe, OH XOTb HEMHO-
ro omnacaetcs e€. CumMca ollyTH/Ia HEKOTOPYIO YBEPEHHOCThL B
CBOMX CHJaX. Y Hero Ha Mnosice BHUCHT YyXe3eMHblii HOX:
3aKOH MOpTa He MO3BOJISET YyKaKaM HMETb APYTOE OpYyXHe.
Ilycts McnpoOyeT ero NpoTHB €€ KOITei — U NMPOTHUB 30pca-
JIOB; Tenepb XUBOTHbIC NOCTATOYHO NMPHUUIH B cebsl, YTOObI
NOAYMHHUTLC e€ npuka3aM. OHa MeasleHHO omnycTuna 3acc
Ha nanyby M ycablllana ropTaHHbIH 60eBOW KJIWY B OTBET Ha
CBOM 3MOULMM, KOTOpble, KaK BCeraa, OLYTHJIO XHBOTHOE.
OcTanbHbIe ABOE NMOAHSUIM KPbUlbsl, NPUINOIHAINUCH, TOTOBbIE
JleTeTh, HaNacTh...

— OTO Halla €IMHCTBEHHass BO3MOXHOCTb, — CIIOKOHHO
cka3an ToM, kak 6yATo OHHM 06CYXIalH KaKylo-TO TOPIOBYIO
COENKY.

OHa cornyna nansusl, U 3acc 3akpuyana. CuMmca nonsita-
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Jlach OLUTO MCNOJIb30BaTh CBOM OOLIYHBIN NMPBDKOK, HO Ocja-
6eBliee Teno moaseso e€. EH mpHiuLUIoch yXBaTUTbCH PYKOiA,
YyTOObI HE yMacTb JIMLIOM BHHU3 Ha naiyoy.

— Tul 3TO caenain... — AeByUIKa YyTh NPUIIOIHSIA TOJIOBY.
— VYO0eit MeHs, Y TeOS ecTb CpPeACTBO... — OHa KHBKOM
yKa3zajia Ha HOX, KOTOpblIii OH TaK M He U3BIEK. — S HUKoraa
He Mpocwia, HUKOrJa He XoTena...

Yyxe3eMell U He NbITAICA NpUOIU3UTLCS K Heil. CuMca
cyerka WIENKHYNMAa s3bIKOM, M 30pcajibl CHOBa celu. YOUTb
€ro, ¢ OTYasiHWEM JyMaJla OHa, H y He€ HUYero He OCTaHeTcs,
HUKakKoil Hagexabl. Jla u ectb oM ceiiyac Hanexna? Hasep-
Hoe. [loka XMBELIb, HaleelbCsl, XOTSA HHOTAA 3TO M KaXeTcs
HEBO3MOXHBIM.

Jaxe He mnbITasicb BCTaTh, JEBYLUKA Ha YeTBEPEHBbKaXx
OTIIOJ1371a OT KYBUIMHOB C BOROM M no3Bosuwia ToMy B3SITb HX.
IlpaBna, BHayane 4yxakK HamnpaBWICA K Heil, HO OHa OTMax-
Hynach. Her, noka MmoxeT, CuMca 6yzneT nBuratecsa cama. Hy,
a KOorja He CMOXET, Toraa HacTynuT KoHeu. OHa HMKaKoro
o0JneryeHus He MOMPOCHT Yy 3TOoro Ge3ymiia.

B nocneguux nydax conHua CumMca cxkepaja NpealoXeH-
HyI0 eli nmuily. BeyepHue nosiockl Ha Mope Hc4e3nu. JleBylika
MEIJIEHHO BBLIMMJIA CBOIO AOJIO BOAbI, Aa M TO YacTh OoTaaja
3acc. Korna ToM BepHyscst K MI3rOTOBJIEHHOMY MM IpEAMETY
— caHkaM, CuMca pacKpblia CBOH KOPOTKMIA IUialll, Npeaoc-
TaBUB MecTo 3opcany. OcTajbHble JBOE YXe€ MNepeseTesd K
OXHUAAIOUIUM CaHKaM M CHOEJIU Ha KOp3HHax.

CumMmca nocnenoBasia 3a HUMH. Tenepb ¢ MOps yJ1 BeTep —
NpoxJladHbI. A Bedb COBCEM HENAaBHO [EBYLIKE Ka3aJioCh,
YTO OHa 6oJbllle HUKOTA He OLIYTHUT Npoxiany. Uto-To B HeH
NnepeBePHYIOCh, MBICIU TNPOSCHWINCh, XOTSl THEB HE YTHX.
OnHa gaxe NOYyBCTBOBaJIa NMPWIMB 3HEPIHM.

Heyxenu 4yxak cobupaeTcs TaliuTbh 3Ty wWTyKy? HWnu
YTIpSIKbL NpeAHa3HayeHa AJ1s1 HUX 000MX, U OHHU MOTAHYT 06a,
Nnoka He ynaayT OT Xapbl M HCTOLUEHHUA?

Ecnn 310 Tak, TO OHa eMy He yCcTymuT, OyAeT MATH, NMoKa
CMOXET, MOKA OH TalIMT MX K HEBO3MOXHoMy. W BoT,
OCTaHOBMBLUKCHL psAnoM ¢ HUM, CHMca nouHckana IJla3aMHu
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BepéBku. Ho yBunmena tonbko oaHy. ToHkylo. Takasg HHUKakK
He BbUIEPXMT TSDKECTH CaHOK.

OnHako ToM He cTajn MpocUTh €€ O MOMOlIM, HO NMOBep-
HYJICSl TMLIOM K CaHKaM M KOCHYyJcs cBoero mnosica. U TyT, K
u3ymneHuio CHUMchl, y He€ Ha IJla3ax IPOM30LIIO HEYTO
COBEpLIEHHO HEBO3MOXHoe. CaHKH B3IPOTHY/IH, IIOAHSUIMCH
C IpaBHs M MOBUCJIM B BO3[yXe, Ha caMOM Jejie B Bo3ayxe,
MOAHSUTUCh Ha BLICOTY €€ KosieH. M, B3siBLUNMCH 3a BEpEBKY,
Tom now€n Baoas y3koro bepera, a caHKM NOIUIbUIH 32 HUM,
KaK OTrpoOMHBbIH OecKpbUIbIi 30pcall, MOCIYLIHbIA €ro Boje,
KaK €ii MOBHHOBAJIUCh XUBOTHbIE.

CuMca gonro cMoTpena, He Bepsl COOCTBEHHBIM IVIa3aM.
IloToM 3aToponuiach, NOKa yyXxe3eMell He Mc4e3 COBCEM M3
Buay. [eByllka He MorIjla yrajaTbh, KakKue HOBble 4Yyaeca
NMPHUBJIEYET OH Ha clyXO0y, HO Tenepb NOBEpWIa B CTPaHHbIE
paccka3bl 0 3BE3IHBIX JIIOASX U O TOM, YTO OHH MOTYT [€JaTh.
XOTsl, HacKOJNbKO OHa 3Haja, 3leCh OHM HHMKOrAa HUYEro
NnoJoOHOIro He JE€MOHCTPHPOBAJIH.

CuMca gaxe 3abbuia o cBo€EM rieBe. Eif xoTenoch y3HaTh,
YTo Xe 3T0 Takoe. OHa CKONnb3Wwia, YyTh-He Najas, 3abbIB O
CBOE# YCTaJIOCTH, U HaKOHel nopoBHsiach ¢ ToMoM, koTo-
pLIii POBHO laran Bnepeén, Beas 3a coboi CBOIO JIETAIOLLY1O

mnatdopmy.
— Yr1o 31O THI Takoe caenan? — 3ajabixasAch, cnpocHia
oHa. — [loyeMmy caHku BHUcAT B Bo3nyxe?

JeByluka ycnblliana, Kak OH YCMEXHYJCS, a TIOTOM YyXe-
3eMell NMTOBEPHYJ K Hell ynbibaouieecss JTHLO.

— Ecam pacckaxewn B MopTry, YTO BHAeNa, MEHS OTO-
LLUTIOT Ha MOIO POIHYIO IJIAHETY Y HaBCETa 3aMpeTAT BLIXOAUTD
B KocMoc, —BeceJio 3asiBUN oH. Hano xe, oH ynbiGaercs,
pacckasbiBasi O TOCTYTIKE, KOTOPBI IO €ro COOGCTBEHHBIM
3aKOHaM SIBJIgeTc nNpecTyrieHueM. — S mpocto pewmn
Haly npoGieMy caMbIM OOBIYHBIM cNoco6oM, HCMOJb3ye-
MBIM Ha Apyrux ruladHetax. Ha mnaHerax, Gosee pa3BHTbIX.
YyeM Balla. A B COOTBETCTBMM C HalIMMHM 3aKOHaMH, 3TO
cepbE3Hoe npecTyieHue. BoT 3nech A noMecTn HeGobLIOMH
MexaHH3M... — ToM yka3an nanblieM Yepes IUieyo, He NOBO-
payMBas rojioBbl, — KOTOPbIii YHHYTOXAET TATOTEHHME...
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— VHuyTOXaeT TAroreHue, — THxo nosropwia CuMca,
cTapasich NMPOM3HOCHTh HE3HAKOMbIe CJIoBa, KaK oH. — He
3Hal0... Koe-KTo BepHT B MpH3pakoB M A1eMOHOB, Ho Peprap
TOBOpMJIa, YTO T€, KTO B HUX BEPSAT, CO3NAIOT UX U3 COOCTBEH-
Horo cTpaxa. Eciu 3axodyeinb, MoXelllb NMOBEPUTb B 06O
nypHo# coH. Ho 3To He mpu3paK U He OEMOH.

— KoHeyHo. — OHM yXe BOUUIM B MPOXOJ MeXIy cKana-
MHU. Mopckoii BeTep Ayn1 UM B CIIMHY M obnerdan nyThb. JJHEM
OHa HH 3a YTO He MoayMasna Obl, YTO 3TO BO3MOXHO. ToM Ha
MrHOBeHHe ocTaHoBWIcA. Ewi€ He coBceM cTeMHeno, U CuM-
ca yBHIeJa, Ha YTO OH MoKa3biBaeT. — BoT 3To yTO.

«39TO» OKa3aloch YEPHBIM SILIUYKOM, KOTOPBIH MOXHO
HaKpbITh JanoHblo. OH JlexXan TOYHO B cepelduHe caHel, M
Teneps CuMca BHAesa, YTO Ipy3 pa3jloXeH PaBHOMEPHO MO
BCEH MJINHE, U TOJILKO MECTO B CAaMOM LIEHTPE OCTaBajloCh
He3aHATbIM. UMeHHO B 3TOM MecTe M HaXOOWJICS slIMYEK.

— Tbl 6pocaewss xaMeHb B BO30yX, M OH MNajaer,
pa3bsicHsAN TeM BpeMeHeM ToM. — Ero nmputsaruBaert 3emis.
Ho ecnu 3To npuTsokeHWe pa3opBaTh, TBOM KaMeHb INOIUIbI-
BET. Ha Moeii nnaHere MbI HaneBaeM Tosica C . TaKUM
YCTPOICTBOM M MOXeM JieTaTb. be3 Tpyna Moxem nepenBM-
ratb TsLXEnble npeaMeTthl. K HecyacTbio, MHe He yaaloch
MPOHECTH MUMO CTPaXH OOJIbLINI YHHUYTOXHTEb TATOTEHHS.
BO3MOXHOCTH Xe 3TOro OorpaHHYeHbl: BULM1LDb, KaK OJU3KO0 K
MOBEPXHOCTH JIETUT IpPY3.

Y Hero M 3amnac 3HepruM HeBenauk. Ho QH 3apsokaetcs oT
COJIHUA, U 5 YBEPEH, COJIHLIE TIOMOXET HaM HCMoJb30BaTh
€ro, CKOJIbKO HYXHO.

CuMca Jerko NOHMMaJla €ro cJIoBa, HO B HUX COAEpPXAics
CMBbIC], CTONb JANIEKUH OT €€ OMbITa, YTO pedb MYXKUMHBI
nokasanach e TaKoH Xe O6e3yMHO#, KaK U BCE€ 3TO nyTellec-
TBHE. [Tof0OHBIMM paccKa3aMH pedHbie TOPrOBLIbI OTITYTHBAIOT
IOBEPYMBLIX JIIOACH, YTOOB OHH HE KOHKYPHUPOBAJIM € HUMHU
B TOProBjie. 3TO XOpollo M3BecTHo. TyT AeByuIKa noaymana
O TOM, YTO C NMOMOIIBIO TAKOH LUTYKHM Yy Mnosica MOXHO 6b110
6b1 nenuth Hebo c 3opcasamu. Kakx, HaBepHoe, 310poBO
NoJIb30BaTbCA TaKUM yMEHHeM!
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— Boposckas I'nmibauss MHoro Obl oThana 3a Takoe! —
BBICKA3aa oHa cBolo MbIcb. — HeT! — CuMca gaxe B3apor-
Hy/Ja — W He OT mpoxjagHoro Betpa. — Her, 3a 3To npocto
y6bioT! M3-3a 3TOTO 32 TOGOI OXOTHMTCS Jiopa ApdesieH?

OHa noHUMaJia, YTo JaXe BbICOKOPOAHbBIN JlopA 3aHHTepe-
cyeTcsl TaKoil Bellblo.

— HeTt, — orBetn ToM. — S Beab yxe roBOpuii: OH XOTeN
— M TO-TIpEeXHEMY X04YeT — TMOJIYYUTb TO, YTO MbI COOHMpaeM-
Csl OTBICKATb.

Ons CuMchbl Ke IaBHbBIM ObLIO, YTO 3TO HHO3EMHOE
H300peTeHHe 1ajlo UM BO3MOXHOCTbL OCYLUECTBUTb 3aMbIcell.
Ho Bc€ paBHO nyThb OKa3wics OYE€Hb M OYEHb HENETOK.
MectaMM 1lienb B CKajlax, Mo KOTOpoH OHHM uUIH, Obuia
3aBajicHa KaMHSIMM, U ToMy NMPHUXOANUIOCh OCTOPOXHO MpO-
BOAMTb CAHU MeXIY HUMH, MOTOMY YTO He XBaTajlo 3HEpruM
NOAHATH uX Bbiwwe. [IpoboapUBIINCH OTTOTO, YTO UM NTOMO-
raeT Takoe 4yno, Cumca crapanach noMoyb, BbIpaBHUBas,
MOATANKMBas WJIM TNOBOpauyMBasi CaHH, YTOOBI OHHU He 3a-
CTpSUIM.

Towm He Toponuncs. OH 4acTo ocTaHaBJAUBAICS AJisl OTObI-
Xa — cKopee, Kak goraabiBasiack CuMca, paau He€, 4eM paau
cebs1, XOTsl OHA U He XOoTejla B 3TOM NpPU3HABAThCs Jaxe cebe.
C HacTyTIeHHeM TEMHOTbI OXXWJIM 30pCalibl, MOJIOAbIE BpEMA
OT BpeMeHHU B3neTaiu. K ToMy Xe BbIACHWIOCH, YTO B Iyc-
TblHE BCE-TaKM €CTb OOMTAaTe/ M, TMOTOMY 4YTO OIMH U3
30pCAJIOB BHE3ANMHO PE3KO BCKPUKHY/ B BO3AYXE M KaMHEM
ynan BHHM3, Ha KOro-To B cKajax, la M ero opar BCKope
NOCTYTIMA TaK Xc.

Cumca cBUCTOM no3Baia UX. YyxXeseMel Haxal elué ogHYy
KHOTKY Ha CBOEM YyoeCHOM mnosice, U B OTBET OJieQHbIH Jiy4
OCBCTUN Aopory Brnepean. B 3Ty nonocy cBeta ¢ nobeaHbIM
OXOTHHYbHM KPHMKOM BJleTe/l MJaALUHI 30pcall, B KOITAX €ro
BHCEJIO CYLUECTBO, KOTOPOE COCTOSIO IVIaBHbIM 00pa3oM M3
6poHHpoBaHHOro xBocta. CuMca mnocagwia 3acc Ha Kpait
KA4alolUUXCSl CaHeil, U CbIH MPeaoXHUl MaTepHU CBexXemnoii-
MaHHYI0 100blyy, KOTOpPYI0 Ta OXOTHO Hayajla MnoeaaThb, C
XPYCTOM pa3rpbi3asi KOCTH WM 4Yellylo,
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Bo BpeMsi onHoiT U3 ocTaHOBOK ToM noka3an OeBYLUKe,
KaK KOHIEHCHpYETCS Ha KaMHAX BJjlara, MpUHOCHMas Mpo-
XJAAHBIM MOPCKHMM BETPOM, KOTOPLIH MNO-TpeXHeMy Ayl B
yllieJbe, CJIOBHO €ro NpUTArMpaia nycteiHsa. CuMca npuxana
M3PAHEHHYIO JIAloOHb K BJIAXHOH MOBEPXHOCTH W MoayMaia,
HeNb3s M O00aBUTb 3TH JparoleHHble Karuli K HX 3anacy
Boabl. OHY NONMWIN — OYEeHb HEMHOI'O U3 OJHOIO KyBLIMHA,
M TIOeJIM CYIIEHOIO Msica M pHIObI, CMEUIAHHBIX ¥ NPUTOTOB-
JICHHBIX B BUAE Nenéuiek. 2ZKUp B 3THX Jien€LKaxX ObLUT JOBOJIbHO
NMPOTrOpKJIbIi, HO prIGAKU HEAENIMHU XMBYT B MOpe Ha TaKoM
efe, U TyT He MeCTO ISl MpUBEPEA/IMBBIX.

CuMca NMOHATHS He HMMeJia, JajleKo JIM OHM 3allIM, XOTs
HOTM €€ OHEeMeJNM — TaM, rae He 0oJsiesiM, a TKaHb, KOTOpOIii
OHa HX TaK cTapaTe/ibHO obOepHy/na, pa3opBajach B KIO4bS.
JeBylika HanpsokEHHO BCMaTpHBajlach B NpPensATCTBUS, Clie-
s, 4ToOBl HMX CaHM He MepeBepHYIHMCh. MoXeT, 3aBTpa
qyyxe3eMell C MOMOLUbI0O HOBOTO 4yyna oOJerYuT UX AdajlbHei-
it nyte. CHMca 3aMeTHIa, YTO HeGOo TOCBETIIEN0, KOrla OH
OCTAHOBWJICS M CKa3al:

— IHEM MbI He MoxeM uatu. [locMoTpu Bnepén. Buauiin
ochinb MeX ckan? VX, — OH MOJNIOXWJ pyKy Ha CaHM, U OHHU
YyTh KayHYJHCh, — Mbl YCTAHOBUM CBEpXy, U y Hac Oymer
3auUTa OoT cosHua. Ho MBI JOMXHBI yOpaTh KyBLIHMHBI C
BONOM M ey IO BocXoja COJHLA.

CuMca nomorana eMy, puKUMasi KyBLUHHbI HE6OJIbLIMMH
KaMHSMH, YTOObI OHM HE OTNPOKUHYIHCH. 3acc BHaYalsle cuie-
Jla Ha caHfX, KOTopble, KOIAa Ipy3 C HMX CHSUIM, cpasy
noickKoyuan BBepX. CuMca TPeBOXHO BCKpHKHyNa, U ToM
MOTAaLUWI MX BHHU3, MPHXaJ, a MOTOM CHS SLIMYEK M OCTO-
POXHO NMOCTaBWI PSAIOM C KyBUIMHAMH, HO He B TE€HH, a Ha
JUIOCKOM KaMHe, TAe OH OyldeT OTKPBIT COJIHEYHBbIM JIy4yaM.

IToToM OH KOCHYJCA MUJIe4a JeBYLIKH, YYTb NMOATOJIKHYB K
MMIIPOBU3MPOBAHHOMY YOeXULIY. ‘

— 51 cxoxy Tyma, — OH ykaszaJ Ha Omxailuui yréc. —
Xouy ocMOTpeTbCs, TpPEeXIe YeM CTAHET CIMLIKOM XapKo, ¥
nornsaeTh, gajnexko au go lop.

OHa OXOTHO mpegocTaBWIa eMy NMOOHUMATbCS, He XeJad
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6onblile TpaTUTh CHIbI. [IPHCIOHUBLINCH CIIMHON K KaMHIO,
CuMca 3aHs1ach cBOMMH Horamu. Kak miymo, 4to oHa He
npuxsaTwia Jeye6buble TpaBbl ®epBap. Tenepb oHM Obl eif
oYyeHb Aaxe npuroawinuck. M xupa cosceM He octasiocs. Ho
CAaHAIWM TNOA TPAMNKON ylelend, M Nnoka eil He rpo3wia
nepcrexTuBa HATH GOCHKOM.

JeByllka mENKaHbeM NMOAO3BaJIa 30pCayIOB, BbIOpasa 1njoc-
KHif KaMeHb, CHAJIa TKaHb C TOJIOBBl M coopyauja U3 Heé
rHe3no. 3opcajbl YJIEIIUCh C HETPOMKMMM BO3IJlacaMH; Te-
nepb OHM YYBCTBOBAIH ceOsl ropa3mo Jydilie, yeM Ha Oepery,
XOTSl MPEeACTOsUIO €ll€ BblaepXaTh Xapkuil AeHb. Camoit
IeBYlIKE CHJIBHO XOTEJIOCh €CTh M NUTb, HO OHa pelInia
noaoxnaTh Bo3BpalueHUs Toma. E€ nopaxana aHeprus 3B€3n-
HOTO 4YesioBeKa. K ToMy Xe M HakaHyHe OH npopaboTan Bech
XapKuii OeHb, MacTepsl CaHH; HACKOJILKO OHa 3HaeT, OH
coBceM He otabixan. [IoToM BClo HOYBb LIaraji cBoei JIETKOM
MOXOOKOMH, a Tenepb ell€ MOAHSUICA Ha BEPLIMHY YTEca.

M3 yero TosbKo chenaHbl 3TH yyxesemubl? U3 Toro xe
MPOYHOTO MaTepHala, YTO M MX 3BE3AHble Kopabnu? Cumce
Ka3ajlochb, YTO JaXe BCAAHMKHM IYCTBIHH M3 TNpPOLWIOro eé
TUIAHETBI He CNpPaBWJIKMCH Obl C TAKMM MOXONOM JIyYllie.

IMocabiwancs CTYK NajaloliuX KaMHeH, NMOTOM, XOpollo
3aMETHBIH B CBeTe HAaYWHAIOLUETOCA OHS, PSIAOM JIETKO TpH-
semauniaca ToM, cnipbirHYB OTKyHda-To cBepxy. OH okasascs
BCEro B HECKOJIBKMX (pyTax OT AEBYLIKH M Cpa3y Xe NoAowIEN
K Heii. OHa npoTsAHy/lIa eMy MHUCKY ¢ Boaoii. JIulo ero 6niio
NMOKPBITO IpsA3bl0o, U B MbUIM MOT NMPOJIOXHI OOPOXKH.

YyxeszeMell MeAJIEHHO Bbimwia Boay, Xxors Cumca ObLna
yBEpeHa, 4TO €My XOTeJIoCh AeaaTh Gonbluue roTku. Ho oH
718 3TOro ciaulKoM OnaropasymMeH. IlomoxnaB, moka oH
NMPOMIOTHT NoclefH0I0 Kanmo, CHMca cnipocuna:

— Jlaneko?

— He 3Hawo... — mo KpaiiHeii Mepe OH el He JIXET, H
CuMca noyyBCTBOBaJIa TOpAOCTb 32 Hero. — TpyaHO OLEHH-
BaTb paccTossHMs. S Obl cka3an; elw€ oqHa HOYb MYTH, U Mbl
Gynem 671M3KO MJIM Ha MecTe.

ToM ynpsiMO cXeBajl TOJNLKO TMOJOBMHY JIEMEUIKHM, KOTO-
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PY10 JeBYLIKA Aajia €My, H TIOTOM, HM CJIOBa HE roBops, JI€T,
TaK, YTOOBl HE CTECHHMTb €€ M B TO XE BpeMs JieXaTb INoJ
Kpbiieii. 1 MTHOBEHHO YCHYJ, CJIOBHO MOT 3TO [HejlaTh IO
CBoeii BoJie.

I'nasea 7

CuMmca c TpyaoM ablnana. ConHue, npoOuBaBlieecs B
yllesibe, TPEBPaTUIIO UX YOeXHlle B KOTEN, MOCTaBIeHHBIH
Ha oroHb. OHa CHsIa TMJall, NPUCHYCTWIA IPONOTEBLIYIO
py6awky. CaMuUIKOM XapKo, 4ToObl IBHIaTbhCs, aymaThb. de-
BY1LIKA BHOBb IOTPY3WIOCH B NOJTyOeCCO3HATEIbHOE COCTOSIHHE;
IBaXIbl OHa BCTaBajla, YTOOBI MO3ab0OTHUTLCS O 30pcalax,
KOrza eif Ka3ajloch, YTO OHa CJIBILIMT X KpUKH. Ecin nosepx
pacLUeIMHbI, B KOTOPOii OHH JIeXaJIH, U Oy BeTep, MOAHUMas
CToNGObI Necka, K HUM OH He NPOHHKAJI.

H3-noa pacmyxuimx BeK OHa CMOTpesla Ha 4YyXe3eMla.
BepxHsis 4yacTb ero IUIOTHO o0Jjeralouiero KocTioMa Obula
PacKphITa, NODKHO ObITh, OH PacKphUl €ro TakK, YTO OHa He
samerwna. OH nexan Ha cnuHe, U CuMca BuAesna, KakK
noAHUMaeTcss M omnycKaeTcs ero rpyas. Kak O6yaro cnwur;
BMAMMO, OH HACTOJILKO YCTaJl, YTO JaXe Xapa He MOXET ero
pa3byauTs.

BpeMs TAHyNOCHh MENJIEHHO; IEBYIIKE KA3aJoCh, YTO OHA
JIEXWUT 31eCh BEYHO, YTO KOHIA €€ cTpajaHHUsAM He OyaderT.
ITuthk oHa He pelIanach, peUIUB COXPAaHHUTb TO, YTO OCTAIOCH
B NOYaTOM KyBLUMHE, H3 KOTOPOTO Hamowjla 30pCaioB.

JomxHo 6BITb, OHA BCE Xe YCHY/Na, MOTOMY YTO GOJIBLIYIO
YacTb JOHS 3aMoJIHSUIN CMYTHHE CHOBHMAcHMA. OnHaxnbl el
M0KAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA JIEXHUT U cMOTpHT Ha MDepnap; cTapyxa,
3aKyTaHHasg BO MHOXECTBO CJIOEB OHeXIbl, NMpolula MHMO
IUIOCKOTO KaMH$, Ha KOTOPOM 4yXe3eMell YCTaHOBHUN CBO#
BOJINEOHBIH MogbEMHBbIN npubop. PepBap Obula Mojoxe,
4yeM AeBylIKa €€ NOMHWIA, CIIMHA y He€ He COTHYTa, H OHa He
onHpanack Ha nocox. Crapyxa mnpolilla MMMO YyOeXHlla
3HEPrHYHOM MOXoAKo#, KaK OyATO LUlIa MO KaKOMY-TO BaX-
HOMYy Jeny.
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CuMca xoTesla OKIMKHYTh €€, HO He cmorna. OmHako
obopBaHHas ¢urypa BApPYT, CJIOBHO €€ MO3BaJIM, OCTAHOBM-
Jack y KaMHst ¢ nipubopoM Toma. M3-non rycThix TEXKEbIX
6poseit PepBap mocMoTpesia MpsMO Ha neBywKy. [lorom
HaMEPEHHO TOAHSIA NMOCOX, Ha KOTOpPbIA MO CYLIECTBY He
onupajach, TNpoBeJa MM Hal YyXe3eMHbBIM TpHbopoM H
KOHLIOM yKa3ajla Ha pa3pe3 B cKajax. ['yObl e€ nmpousHecau
KaKoe-To CIoBo, KoTopoe CuMca He pacciasbiuiana. MenbkoM
orJisAeB MX XaJKHWii Jlarepb, cTapyxa NMoBepHy/lach U mouina
Jajitule.

KoHeuyHo, 3TO ObUT COH MM Ta/UTIOUMHAUMs, BbI3BaHHas
Xapoi M MecToM, B KOTopoM oHM Jexanu. Ho CuMmca Bc€ xe
MPUNOAHSIACDH, KaK OyATO MOrJla MOCMOTPETDb BeJied cTapyxe.

CuMca peuimsia, 4TO y CTapyXu MOT ObITb TOJLKO OAMH
MOBOJ NOSABNATbCA 3aech. JleBylliKa TaK cTpanana pU3HYeCKH,
YyTo He OoJibllle MchbIThIBaNa crpaxa. PepBap MepTBa M
Tenepb MOBCAET HUX, MOKA OHU HE MPHUCOEAUHSATCA K Heil. U
CuMca o6Hapyxuna, 4yto e Bcé paBHo. OHa cCHoBa Jerna,
MOAJIOXHMB PYKHM moA 1EKY. YTo-To mpoxyiaqiHoe KOCHY/NO0Ch
c€ ropsiueil KOXH, CJIOBHO JAparolieHHasl Kamisi BOAb! ymaja
U3 ¢doHTaHa...

C GecKOHCYHO# MeONHTEIbHOCTbIO — ObICTpee OHa Npo-
CTO He MOTJIa ABUraThCsl — ACBYLIKA MOAHSUIA PYKY M B3IJIsIHYIA
Ha Koablo. EIHE Buepa OHO CTaO CAMIIKOM BEJMKO AN eé
noxyaeBllIero najibua, HO OHa He cTaja ero npsratb. Hanpo-
THB, HaMoOTajJa Ha naneu OOGPLIBKM TKaHHW, KOTOPOI
o6MaTblBala HOTM, M BHOBbL IUVIOTHO Hazena konsuo. OHa
CMOTpeJia Ha HeNnpo3payHblii TyMaHHBIN GnecTAMH KaMEHb,
o0pa3ylolnit Kpbilly KpenocTH, CJIOBHO NeiCTBUTENbHO BH-
aena Boay

BonwebctBo? D310 — BosebeTBo? CyllecTBYIOT JieKap-
CTBEHHbIC PACTeHHUsA, OHM JedaT Teno, PepBap MX Xopolio
3Hana H obyynna Cumcy — xoTb U HeMHoro Ilotomy urto
cTapyxa peBHMBO OTHOCHJIaCh K CBOMM 3HAHHUSIM W HeE Aeu-
nack uMH Jerko. CyllecTBYIOT yyneca, KOTODEIE, N0-BUANMOMY,
yMeeT MCcTNoab30BaTh YyyxezeMel. Ho Bc€ 3To co3mano moab-
MM, UX 3HAHUSIMU U YCWIMSIMH, BCE 3TO peayibHble NpeaMeThl,
KOTOpble MOXHO MOTpPOraTh.
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OnHako CYUIeCTBYIOT M paccKa3bl O CTPaHHBIX cHiax. XoTs
HUKTO M3 3HakoMbIx CHMce Jiofei caM He BHIeJ, KaK OHH
neicTBy10T. Becerna Buaen Kro-to OpyroM, B ApyToM MecTe, B
Npyroe BpeMs, U AeBYLIKa Bcerga BOCIIPHHHMAJla TaKue pac-
cKa3bl KaK BBLUIYMKHU. 3HAHHUSI MOXHO TOJYYHUTb, YTPaTHUTD,
MOJIyYUTh BHOBD. JI10Oy, XUBLIKE paHblle, MOTJIM ObITH MY -
pee CBOHX ITOTOMKOB, €CJIM YTO-TO NMPEPBAIO NOTOK MY POCTH,
MIYUIHI OT OQHOTO NMOKOJIEHUS K APYTOMY.

Konblio ¥ apyTHe yKpallleHHsl, KOTOpble Y He€ CNpSATAHBI,
Jydiieii paboTel, YeM Te, YTO OHA BHAENA B BEpXHEM ropoje,
KOrga peuwlajach B3IJISHYTb Ha OorarcrBa, AO KOTOpbLIX He
HaxesUlacb M NOTPOHYTbCsl. TeM He MeHee 3TO BOBCE He
3HAYHUT, YTO OHH BOJILIEOHBIE — INMPOCTO OPEBHHUE, PE3YNbTaT
paboTel pyK, JaBHO CTAaBLUMX KOCTSMH WIH MbUIBIO.

Ho BOT OHa 1eXHWT, CMOTPUT B OacceiiH 3TOro cuHe-
CEpPOro KaMHs4l...

Bokpyr He€ moaHsauch cTeHbl. ConHue mponajno, XoTs
Nno-TnpexHeMy ObUIO O4YeHb XapKO: BOKDYT CBEpPKaJl OTOHb,
NMpOTATHBAA K Hell ooxuraloune s3bIki. OHa cibliaia KpH-
KM, IMKHE BOIUTH U ApYyTHE 3ByKH, KAKHX HUKOTIA He cJibIXaja
paHblle. A y €€ HOr ruleckaicd OacceifH, oOpaMJIEHHbINI
napaneToM u3 OjecTAlIMX OJOKOB CHHeE-3eIEHOr0 KaMHA.
OHa kKayaJsiach Ha CaMOM Kpalo, 60sICb CIIPLITHYTh, H B TO X€
BpeMsi 0osicb OCTaTbCsi Ha MecTe INepel JULOM SIPOCTH,
KOTopasi HEeyMOJIMMO Nnpubamxaiach K Hel.

TéMHoe HebGO Hal roJIoBOil OCBETWIOCH BCIBILIKAMM TUla-
MeHU. CuMca BMaena, Kak IulaMsg Hayajlo JIM3aTh GalliHio, H
OaliHs oOpywunacy,. JleByllika 3akpuyajda WM TpBITHYJa B
oxuaaBuyo Bogy. Ho Bona okasanach ropsyas, oHa NpsMoO-
TaKu obxurana. 9To cMEPTb, HO OHa ell€ He COMKHYJIa CBOM
YeJIQCTH, CKOpee Mrpaja C Helo, MOJb3YsACh MBITKOM, Kak
3opcaj KOITAMM, KOIla 3Bepb, ChITbIN, UrPAcT CO CBEXEMOii-
MaHHOH no6biyeii. Bech Mup 6b1 oxBaueH oriéM, u Cumca B
caMoiil cepelUHE 3TOTO TUIAaMEHH...

— ...ITpocHucs... NpocHHUCH!

Kunsias Boma okartbiBana e€ Teno. CuMca mnbITanachk
COTNPOTHBJIATLCS, HO BoAa nobexnana e€, OTHUMaJa nocien-
HHe cwibl. Y npogonxana urpaTh ¢ Helo.
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— TIlpocHucy!

CuMca yBuaena Haa coboii MO — OoJbluoe, KaK JyHa,
Kpyrjioe, ABe TEMHBIX SIMBI Ha MecCTe IJla3, pOT, KOTOPLIii
NMPULIEN BLIXBaTUTL €€ U3 Boabl. Ho HUKaKoii 6e3onacHOCTH
B 3TOM pT€ — TOJILKO MHOM BHI IBbITKH...

— IIpocHucs!

Bonbllioe JHIIO OTCTYMIIO, CTajlO CMYTHO 3HAKOMbBIM.
CwuMca 3aMurana, oT Boabl BCE nepe I1a3aMH paciuibIBajoCh.
Ona...

OT10 He coH. Hukakoro orHsa. Yyxeszemeu Tpsic e€ 3a
wieyd. OHa cMOTpejla Ha HEro KakKoe-TO BpeMsi, TOTOM
BbICBOOOOMNACE.

— Tebe, TOMKXHO OBITH, CHWICS COH U3 CHOB — C TEMHOM
CTOPOHBI, — 3aMeTWw1 ToM, cansch Ha KOPTOYKH. — BrimneH...
— OH NPpPOTAHYJ €l MUCKY C BOAOM, U3 KOTOpPOM OHa Mouja
3opcayioB. — Bo3bMH, — NOBTOPHJI OH, KOTa OHAa He MOAHSA-
Jla pYKM.

CuMca no-npexHeMy JieXajla B pacce/MHe, cO BceX CTo-
POH HakaTbIBaJica Xap. Ho 4To-To cTpaHHOe cayunnoch ¢ eé
3peHHEM, CJIOBHO OJHA KapTHHA HaKJaAbIBaeTCs Ha IApYTYlo:
BpeMeHaMH OHa SICHO BHAeJia MpoXold, HO NOTOM €ro 3aKphbl-
Bajla najaijouas 6aliHs M OacceifH, B KOTOpbIH €€ 3arHan
CTpax, M psiioM CMEpPTb, CMEPTb 32 HEH U BOKPYT He€.

— Ileii! — ToM NpMOBUHYJCS W PYKaMH Kpemnko B3sn
JEBYLIKY 3a IUIeYH, YTOoObl y HeC MosiBWIach oropa NMpoOTHB
TOMIHOTBOPHbIX BMIACHHI, HAIOXEHHBIX OOHO Ha ApYyTOE.
TloToM OH npuxan Kpail MUCKM K €€ cyxum rybam, u nérkas
6o cKopee, YeM €FO TOJIoC, YHHYTOXMA NocleAHHe Buae-
HHS.

JesBylika He cTana Bo3paxaTb. 3aMETHB, YTO MMCKa TOYTH
nonHa. Boga 6ba Témnas M YyTb ropbkoBaTas, HO OHa
KaJHO BBbINMWIA €€, MO3BOJMB MYX4YUHE 10 KOHLA AepXaTb
YallIKy.

OH CcHOBa TNPHUCJIOHWA €€ CNUHOM K KOp3HHE. OTTyda
JOHOCWIHCH c/labble KpUKM 30pcaloB. 2ZKHBOTHBIE TOXE HYX-
nalTca B 3a60Te, HO FOJIOBa y JEBYLIKHM CTala TaKas JIErkas,
OHa TaK CTPaHHO cebs YyBCTBOBaNa, YTO HE pelinnach noiue-
BenauTbes. [loka Her.
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He noHumas, 4To yyxe3eMell AeJaeT, AeBYLIKA CMOTpena,
KaK OH B3siJ1 He60Mblyl0 OYTBUIOYKY — OHa CTOSUIa Y KAMHS
BO3JI€ €0 KOJIeHa — M BbUIWJI U3 HEe€ TPH KAIUIM B TIIATEIbLHO
OTMepeHHYIo nopuuio Boasl. [IoToM OH 3akpbu1 6YyTHUIOYKY,
cnpsAtan e€ B KapMaH Mosica, TNOOHSUT MHCKY, CJIOBHO Ha
BCTpeye Apy3cil B TOCTHHHMLE, CAENAI XeCT B €€ CTOPOHY M
MENJICHHO BBINWI [AOJIO, KOTOpYI0 pa3speumimn cebe. Yepes
Kpail Muckn ToM npomo/okan BHHUMAaTeJIbHO HabnmioaaTh 3a
Helo; AeBYLUKA AaXe NMoEp3aia noj 3THM NMPUCTATILHLIM B3I/is-
oM.

— V¥V MeHs 6bU1 IypHO# COH, — NPOTOBOpMJIA OHA, CJIOBHO

onpapabiBasick. — WU BOT 3TO €ro 4acTb... KAKMM-TO oOpa-
30M...

CuHMca TOIHsUIAa PYKY M MOCTaBWIAa KpelnocTbh Ha KOJbLE
BEPTUKAIILHO.

— OroHb B HeOe U nmajawpoluas 6allilHA — M o NpbITHYJIA B
GacceliH,-a BoJa B HEM KHIeJa...

— Jlean Cumca, — ToM no-npexHeMy oOpalnajics K Hei
B BEXJIMBOI hopMe, U 3TO €€ pa3paxano — HO JeBylKa He
cobupasnach NMpoOTECTOBaTb NPOTUB 3TOi POpMbl HaCMELIKH,
— CJBIlIAja JIM Thl KOTJa-HUOYAb O CTPAaHHBIX CMIOCOBHOCTSIX
moonei? Berpeyana num Thl Jioaeil, KOTopble MOrYyT B3SITh B
PYKM TNpeIMeT M paccKa3aTb O NpOILUIOM, M3 KOTOpPOIo OH
npuwen?

IToueMy-TO Tenepb OHa YyBCTBOBaJla ceOs 3aMETHO CHJib-
Hee, bonee XUBOM, YeM 3a BCe NMpolivible AHU. PacnpsaMmunacs,
OTTOJIKHYBUIMCH OT KOP3UHbI, NOBEPHYAch, YTOOb 3aHATbCS
3opcanaMu. O 4é€M oOH roBopuT? Pa3Be MOXHO BepHTb B
Takoe? HeT, oH He mnpoBepsieT €€ KaKoii-To HOBOW IIy-
nocteio. Bo3MoxHO, Ha npyrMX IJlaHeTaX To, O 4€M OH
FTOBOPMT, CYlLECTBYeT.

— Hert, — xopoTko oTBeTHna oHa. E¥i coBceM He nmoHpa-
BWICS 3TOT pa3roBop O cTpaHHOM. Bclo XH3Hb OHa ollyana
CBOE OTJIMYHE B LiBETe KOXH, B XapaKTepe OT BceX NMPOYMX B
Hopax, Boo6uie ot Bcex B Kykcoprane U Bcerma oHa m3o
BCEX CWJ cTapajach CKpPbITh 3TO OTVIMYHE — MNMo3ToMy Cumce
TaKo} pa3roBop NokKasajcs onacHee, YeM JIl00oe 3epKajlbHOe
OTpaXeHHe e€ caMoii.
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— Ho Ttakoe usBectHo. Cpeau Moero Hapoja HaxomsT
Joneii, o61agaloluMX TaKUM JapoM, y4aT MCMO/b30BaTh €10...

— Y MeHsa HHKaKoro «aapa» HeT! — TaKOM Jap cran Obl
TOJIBKO €ll€ OAHMM OTIMYMEM OT OCTabHBIX. — Eciu Tl c
3THM NMOKOHYWI, — AeBYylUKa KHBHYJIa HA MHUCKY, — TeMnepb
clleAyeT MOCKOpee HalOMTh 30pCaliOB.

A BApPYT, C HEOXMIAaHHBIM CTpPaxoM Noaymajga OHa, OH
COYTET XHUBOTHBIX JIMWIHEHN TSXKECTbIO, MOCYUTAET, YTO BOAY
JIy4yllle MCIO/Ib30BaTh TOJBKO MM CaMMM.

ToMm, onHako, He Bo3dpaxan. CHMca Jaxe 3aMeTWIa, YTO
OH HaJINA 3BepbKaM BoAbl OoMbliie, 4eM caMoMy cebe. OnHoro
3a JPYrMM OHa HM3BJeKIa OOMSKILUUX XHUBOTHLIX U3 KOP3UHbI,
Hamou1a HX M OCTOPOXHO MOJIOXKHWIA, MoaodpaB Jlankv H
pacrnpaBHUB KpbLIbSl, Ha KPBIIUKY KOP3WHBI.

I1pu 3TOM AeBYylIKa ¢ yAUBJIEHHUEM 3aMETUIA, YTO CHIIbI €€
pactyT. HecMoTpsa Ha Xapy, OHa Tenepb ABUragach GbICTpO,
KaK He Morja ¢ caMoro Gepera. YTéc orbpachiBal TeHb, H
yyxeseMell C KpaitHelH OCTOPOXHOCTBIO YCTAHOBWI SILLMYEK B
LIEHTpe caHel, KOTOpble TYT Xe TNOAMNPBLITHYAH B BO3AYX M
TOIUTbUIM Ha YpOBHe Iuleya; ToM MoATallMI MX HUXE H
npuaepxupai, a CuMca nepeaabajia eMy KOp3WHbBI H OCTaJlb-
HO€ MMYILUECTBO, KOTOpOe OH TIUATeJbHO pacCTaBlsyl Ha
MecCTa, XOTs AeBYylIKa U He MOHMMANa MPUYHH TaKoil ocTo-
POXHOCTH.

IToka oHM enM, 30pcasibl HaYyalM pa3MaxuBaTh KPbUIbIMH,
MOXHUMATh IOJIOBbI, H3AaBaTh HerpoMkHe Bo3riackl. Korma
ToMm Bcé yBs3zan, Cumca mocaauna 3acc cebe Ha IUleyo,
roroBasi K myTd. 1 oHH BHOBbL HayalM JBHXEHHE MO GecKo-
HEYHOMY YlIEeNblo, CTeHbl M AHO KOTOPOTO HHYEM He
OTJIMYATIUCH OT TOTO, YTO OHM MHHOBAIM TpeAblaYlei HOUbIO.

Hayano nyru coBmano c¢ HacTyruieHHeM cyMepeK. Tom
CHoBa WIEN Bnepean, a Cumca, NMoKayuBasicb, — 3a HUM,
cnes 3a caHKaMHM, YToObl Te He HATKHY/IUCD Ha MpensSTCTBHE.
Eit xazanocb, 4YTO CaHU IUTBIBYT YyTb Bhlllle, YeM HaKaHyHe.
HasepHoe, 3T0 M3-3a BoAbl U MHLIH, KOTOPble OHH UCTPaTH-
1. XOTA NWIH U eIl OHU COBCEM HEMHOTO.

Hatn 6b110 TSXKENo, HO, K CBOEMY M3YMJIEHHIO, AEBYLUKA
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o6HapyXMia, YTO NOCJie CTOJIb U3HYPHUTEILHOTO XapKoro AHA
B COCTOSIHUM UATH 3HEPTMYHO M JIETKO OTBOPAYUBAET CaHH OT
npenarcteuii. [locne 3axona conHua 30pcajbl MOAHSUIMCh B
BO3AYX, 3acc XpMIUIO KpHYasa UM BCJiell, CJIOBHO HallOMUHas,
YTO €M NMPUYUTAETCA YacCTh JOOBIYM, KAKYI0O MOXET NpeJocTa-
BUTb 3Ta rojiag MECTHOCTb.

H BHOBb BpeMeHaMH OHHM OCTaHaBJIUBAJIMCh, U BO BTOPYIO
TaKyl0 OCTAHOBKY TOM HEOXHIaHHO CIPOCHI:

— Kak TbI cebs1 yyBcTByellb?

YT10-TO B €ro rojioce HacTopoxuio aeByuwiky. Kak 6yaro
YyyXaK OXHAAJl, YTO OHA OTBETUT — IUI0X0. MoXeT, U3-3a e€
cHa? Eii He MOHPaBWINCH €ro paccIpochl O «aape», Kak OH
3TO MMEHYET, B KOTOPBIA BepAT YyXKe3eMILIbI.

— S Mory maTu, Kyna Tbl noBeA€lllb, — pEe3KO OTBeTWIa
oHa. — BceM HMHorma cHATCA CHbI, HO He BCE€ MX BCIIOMHHa-
10T, NpocHyBlIMCh. K y TBoero Hapoaa 3To He Tak?

— Jleno BOBCe He B TBOEM CHe, — MeXIy HHMHM Jiexana
TeHb, TaKasi TycTas, 4ro CuMca He BHIeJa ero JiMlia, TONbKO
CBeTJ/Ioe NATHO; Jiyd ¢poHapss ToM HanpaBui Tenepp Ha cjerka
NnoxKayuBaBluiMecs caHU. — S JOJDKeH OObSCHUTDb, YTO cle-
JlaJ1: MOXET HAcTYIUTh BpeMs, Koraa Tebe caMoii noHanoouTcs
npozaenars 310. BOT 31€ch, — OH MoKasajn Ha cBO# mosic, —
XUAKOCTb. Thl BUAENA, KaK A N00aBIs1 €€ K Bole: OT0
CTUMYJISIHT, BBITSDKKA M3 HECKOJBKHX, KaK Bbl OBl cKa3aniu,
nexapcTB. OH MposICHSAET MbICIH U yKperuiseT Teso. Ho nm
MOXHO MNOJIb30BaTbCA HEYacTO M MoHeMHory. OH mnomoraer
BblAEPXaTh UCTIBITAHUS, MOJOOHBIE TEM, YTO HaM MpPECTOAT.
A He 3HaN, NoMoXeT JiM oH Tebe. [IpHLIIOCH pUCKHYTD. Thl...
Tebe ObUIO OYEHDb IUIOXO...

IlepexéBbiBass KOHUEHTPAT, OHa 06AyMbIBaZa HOBYIO MH-
¢dopMauHio, cTapasch He NPUHIOXUBATLCA K ele.

— Tb1 MOT MEHs yOUTb, — € XOTeJIOCh MPOU3HECTH 3TO
CIOKOHHO.

— JHla, a1 Mor Tebs1 yOUTb.

CuMca cHogBa 3agymanack. OH He JDKET, 3TOT yyxXe3eMell.
BHauane oHa paccepawiach, HO NMOTOM MOJaBMJIA THEB, HE
Xejias, 4YToObl OH 3aTMeBal €€ pa3yM, KaK Te BHICHMA.
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JeBylika 4yBcTBOBajla, YTO Telepb OHAa CWIbHEE, YHEPrHY-
Hee, MOXeT Oosblie BbIHECTH. BcrnoMmuHast Xapy M IBITKY
NpolUeALIEro IHs, OHa Tenepb COMHEBAIACH, YTO CMOIJa Obl
HaWTH CWIbl, YTOObl 6e3 ero NMoMolUM CHOBa MYCTUTLCS B
MyTb.

— Hy, XxoTb He yOu1, — OHA He MO3BOJIUT €My NMOHSTDb, YTO
Ha caMoOM JeJjie ucnbIThiBaeT. OHU HUKTO ApYT Apyry. Co oHs
cMeptH QepBap OoHAa HU I KOro HHYero He 3Hayut. Ha
MIHOBEHME €€ yNMBHWJIA COGCTBEHHas Mbic/ib:. CHMce mocTa-
TOYHO OBbITb caMOii co0oif, el COBCeEM HE HYXHbI JApYTHE.

— CuMca, — BriepBble YyXe3eMell He 106aBWI K €€ HMEHH
«ieau», HO TOBOPWI OH TakK, CJIOBHO OHa OJHO C HHM,
PaBHBIN YYaCTHHMK €Io NPUKIIOYEHHH, — KAaKOro Xe Thl poaa?

— Pona? — neByuika npe3pHMTesIbHO paccMesulach, U 3acc
HEMEMJICHHO BOpWIHMBO oTo3Batachk. — Kaxkoii xurens Hop
MOXET MOXBacTaTb CBOMM poaoM? Mbl 3HaeM CBOMX Marte-
peii... HEeKOTOopble 3HAIOT M OTLIOB... HO KPOME 3TOr0... — OHa
noxaja Iie4yaMH, XOTsl OH M1 HE MOT YBHIETb 3TOT €€ XeCT. —
Her, nanblie Mbl He 3arisabiBaeM.

— A KTO0 TBOsI MaTb? — HacTanBajl ToM, BbIXOAS 3a paMKH
BCAKO#H BEXJIMBOCTH; BhpoyeM, CHMca nocyuTaja, 4To OH
HMMEET NpaBo CIpallMBaTh.

OHa Xe MOXET cKa3aTb BCE, YTO YyTOAHO — HampHUMep, YTO
OHa OpolueHblii pe6EHOK KaKoH-HUOYyAb XEHUWHHBI U3 ['Wib-
IHWi#, 1 OH He CMOXET YIHYHUTDb €€ Bo JoKM. Ho 3auem eii ato?
Jlerye oTBeyaTh npaBny.

— Tbl 3HaewIb CTONIBKO Xe€, CKOJILKO U s. S MoMHIO, KakK
BOo3Wiach B rpsi3u B Hope Q@epmap. UTto GbUIO paHblie, He
noMH1o. Ho a He e€ pe6énok. Korna s poaunack, oHa 6bL1a
yXe He B COCTOSSHMM 3abpioxareTb, — CHMca CO3HATeJIbHO
HMCIIOJIb30BaJIa rpyboe BbipaxeHue XuTene Hop, 4ToObl He
cJiefoBaTh BEXJIMBOMH peul yyxaka. — Bo3MoxHo, s1 pe6€HoOK
oTbpocCoB.

— Pe6éHok oTOpocoB?

— WHorna neteii BbIOpachIBalOT B MycOpP M OCTABJIAIOT B
H06bIYy CTEPBATHMKAM, — OHa MO-NpeXHEeMYy CO3HaTeJIbHO
MoJIb30BaJIaCh XaproHoM. U, He NoHuMas, noyeMy, UCIIBIThI-
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Bajla OT 3TOIO YOOBJIETBOpPEHHOCTb. — MoxeT, ®epBap Ha-
uia MeHss TaM. OHa ObpUla OYeHb JIOOOMBITHA M 4acTo
NPHHOCWIA CTpaHHbIe Bellu. PazBe Thl He Hec€llb ¢ COOOI
HekoTopble €€ Haxoaku? S He Tak HHTEpecHa, KAK OHM —
3TH Bellld DKc-ApTa, — HO IJIsl CTapyXy, HaBepHoOe, H BO MHE
noka3ajiach Kakasi-TO LIEHHOCTb.

H, no KpaliHeil Mepe, s IeHCTBUTEIbHO CTaJa €if MoJie3Ha,
Koraa oHa cocrapwnach. E€ Myumna Gonp B cycTaBax, €€ Tak
CKOpYWIO, YTO TPYOHO CTalO phiThcsi B Mycope. S Obuia
CIMLIKOM Majia, 4YTOObl HOCHTb TSDKENbIE BelM, HO OHa
Bceraa roBOpwia, YTO y MeHs xopowui ma3. U ewg s
Besyyas... Obuia... — CuHMca moaymana, YTO Bpsil JH €€
HbIHELIIHEE COCTOSIHME MOXHO Ha3BaTh Be3cHUEeM. — Sl oThIC-
Kajla HEeKOTOophble M3 Jy4ylIMX Belleil crapyxu. U y Mens
nosiBWi1ach 3acc: HUKTO HUKOTAA He AyMaJl NpUpY4YHThb 30pca-
Jla, a MOTOM 3a IUIaTy OTIAaBaTh €ro B CIyXOy.

— Ja.

Tenepb HAeByllKe 3aXOTeJOCh YBHAETb BbIpaXeHHE €ro
muua. OH cornacwicd ¢ Heil ofHUM cioBoM. CTpaHHoO, HO eii
NoYeMy-TO XOTeJIOCh, YToObl OH yauBwicsa. Ho orkyna yyxe-
3eMily 3HaTb, KaKoBa Xu3Hb B Hopax? Tam XxMByT Ha oTOpocax
Kykcoprana, Ha TOM, YTO yTpayeHO, 3a0LITO, MOTEPSAHO 3a-
IOJIO 1O TBOEro pOXIEHHs.

— W TaMm TBl HUKOMY He HpaBWIAach, C TBOel KOXeH, C
TBOMMH BoJjiocaMu?

— HuxoMmy! — aeBylka He 3Hasa, FTOPAUTLCS JIM 3TUM, HO
OoTBeTWIa ropao. — MeHsa npo3panu TeHblO: MHE JOCTAaTOYHO
6bpL10 O6GBSI3aTh BOJIOCHI, 3aMa3aTh caXeii OpOBM M pPEeCHMILIBI,
M 1 CTAaHOBWIACch 4acThio HouM. K ToMy xe Peprap npeaymn-
pexaana MeHs, 4yrobbul s Gbuta octopoxHa. OHa ropopuia,
YTO MOIO HEOOBIMHOCTb MOTYT MOMbITaTbcs Nponaarb. A Ha-
yywiach CKpbIBaTb CBOIO BHEWIHOCTh. M MHOro pas 3rto
OKa3bIBaJIOCh MOJIE3HO, — OHA MO3BOJWIA cebe cierka pac-
CMESThCA, HO He YC/bIlIajla ero OTBETHOIO cMexa.

— 3HaYMT, HUKTO He 3aMeyasl TBOMX OTAW4YHH. M TBoOs
cTapyxa CYMTasla, YTO OHH ONacHbI?..

CuMca He NMOHHMMaJIa, YEro OH TaK YLENWIC 3a €€ BHell-
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HocTb. OHa HeoObIYHA, HO B Hopax MHOIo Takux — pe3y/ib-
TaT TOPOIUIMBBIX COBOKYIUIEHHUI ¢ YyyxXakamMu. OHa Koraa-to
3aBuagoBasia JIaHBOpY, KOTOPOIo KYIIWIH Y €ro «oTia» (eciu
KBanT geiicTBUTENBLHO ObUT €ro OTLIOM) H3-3a MUCKIIOYUTENb-
Hoil mauMHb pyK. Ero npusium B 'mnsamio BopoB, a 3TO
HECOMHEHHoOe MoBbllieHUe B €€ Mupe. MHorna oHa nymana,
He ob6pawanmnck 11 U K Peppap: peGEHOK, KOTOPBIi MOXET
PacTBOPHUTLCS B TEMHOTE, JO/DKEH HMETH CBOIO LieHy. MoxerT,
MO3TOMY CTapyXa TakK YacTO COBETOBaJsla €if CKpbIBaTb BHELl-
HocTb? A K ToMy BpeMeHH Kak @PepBap yMepna, CuMca cTana
CJIMLIKOM He3aBHCHMa M B3pocJa, YTOOBI NOAYHHHUTHCS CTPO-
I'MM HEHW3MEHHBIM NnpaBwiaMm [Wwiboum.

— HemHoru#te BuOenu MeHs, Koraa s noapocja, — BCHO-
muHasa, CuMca TMOHsIa, YTO 3TO TaK M ecTb. — He Buaenn
TaKOM, KaKOBa s ecTb Ha caMoM aene. Koraa s oTnpaBnsiack
Ha TIOMCKHM, CcTapyxa ojeBaja Ha MeHs wanky. He 3Halo
noyeMy, Ho OHa He XoTesia 06pUTh MHe rojioBy. U nerde 6bu10
XOIUTH B lLIamKe, YeM CMBbIBaThb KpacKy B Bojae. OHa nocsuiana
MeHs OObIYHO MO HOYAaM U y4ywia OCTaBaTbCcsl HEBUAMMOIL. Y
He€ ObUTH es1a CO MHOTMMHM CTPAHHBIMH JIIOAbMH, I He 3HAIO0,
YTO 3TO 3a Aena; s TaHHO YHOCWIAa UM pa3Hble BellM H
MPUHOCHJIA B OOMEH MaKEThI.

Kaszanocb, BOonpocel y HEro KOHYWIHCH, TIOTOMY YTO OH
3aHAJCA KyBLUHHOM, W3 KOTOpPOro OHM HeldaBHO GpajH Boady.
OTnuB HEMHOro TEMIOH BOAbI, OEBYLIKAa B CBOIO o4epeldb
cnpocuia:

— A KakoB TBO# pon, 3BE3AHbIH yenoBeK? Thl ChIH Jopaa
M MTOTOMY MOXeEllb CBOOOJHO JIETATh C IUIAHETHI Ha TUIAHETY,
KaK CbIHOBbSI 3acc INnepeJieTaloT co CKasibl Ha cKany? Benuk nu
TBOM ABOp, MHOTHE JIM MPUOYT HAa TBOM NMPHU3BIB HA paccBeTe?

Tenepn paccMesincsa 4yxax.

— Hawmmy o6byan uHble, yeM B Kykcoprane. ¥ Hac Her
Gonpluux poaoB. Mou poauTtenu gaBHo MepTBHl. bpat crap-
1le MeHs, NMO3TOMY OH BO3MIaBASIET Hall pol, KakK Thl 3TO
HasblBaellb. Y Hac ecThb cecTpa. OHa 3aMyXeM 3a 3BE3NHBIM
KalUTaHOM M Bc€ BpeMms B nonérax. Eif Takas XH3Hb HpaBUT-
csl, HO 1 yXe MHOro JeT e€ He Buaea. Moii 6paT — 4denoBek
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yBaXaeMblii 32 3HaHHs, U OTYACTH 5 pa3fieisIlo ero 3aHATHA U
HHTepechl. Mbl 3aHMMaIMCh pa3HbIMH MUCCIENOBAaHUSAMH, KOrla
51 y3Has1 06 ero Mc4e3HOBeHHH 31ech. U MoHsI, YyTO NOJIKEH
oTbickaTh ero. [lo3TomMy s mowén K cBoeMy pyKOBOAHUTEIIO...
caMOMy HCTOpTexy 3alllHOHY, M paccKasal, YTO HOJLXEH
caenatb. OH OTNMYCTWI MEHS, U s NMpUieTesl Ha NMEPBOM XKe
KopabJjie, KOTOpbIi JO/XeH ObL1 3aech npudeMiaHthes. [lo
NYTH S M3 JICHT Y3HaJl, YTO MCKaJ Moii 6paT, U YTO MOXeT
XaaTb MeHs 3aech. [1o3TOMy M NpUXBaTWI YHUYTOXHUTEID
TSATOTEHHUs, XOTS 3TO NMPOTHBO3aKOHHO. Ho 51 He Mor NoOHATD,
noyeMy MOM BONPOCHI NPUBOAWIHN B CMATEHMeE JIoAeH, KOTO-
pble JOXHBI ObUTH ObI MHE NOMOYb.

B KOHLEe KOHLIOB OHM NOJYYWIM Obl OOJBLIYIO BbITrOA4Y,
noMorass ucroprexy Jlurm. Eciu oHHM omacaluch, YTO Mbl
MOXMTHM KaKHe-TO JpeBHHME COKpPOBHLLUA, TO Y HUX MMeeTcs
Hallle cJIOBO M 3aBepeHHs JINru, YTo Mbl HHYEro noaobOHOro
He JOMYCTHM.

— Ora Bawa Jlura, — CuMca gana 3acc 60abmIOH KycoK
Nen€liKy, He CJbIlia OXOTHHYBHX KPHUKOB €€ CbhIHOBEH B
Hebe, — rae aroTr ropon?

— T'opon? Takoro ropoaa Hert. JIura — 3To col03 MHUPOB,
MHOIMX MHpPOB, Kak Bail coio3 raB I'mwibauii B Kykcoprane.

— Ho 3aechb y Ballero coio3a HeT HUKaKMX I'mabauiicKmx
CTPaXHHUKOB, — C TopXecTBoM 3aMeTwia Cumca. — Kakoi
Jlopl cepbE€3HO BOCIPHUMET CJIOBAa 4YEJIOBEKA, Y KOTOPOro HET
CTpaXH, KOTOpbIif He MOKa3bIBaeT OTKPLITO CBOH 3Ha4oK?
Tsos JIura naneko, a oHU 30ech. OHU NMOCTYNAT, KaK 3aXOTAT,
M UX HHUKTO HE CMOXET OCTAaHOBHUTb.

JleByllike noka3saaoch, YTO OH B3IOXHYJ, HO OHa He Obuia
yBepeHa. Yyxe3eMell He cTan HapyulaTh MoayaHus. Ilocre-
TICHHO OHa Tepsila CBOE 61aroroBeHHOe K HEMY OTHOLUEHHE.
On obnanaeT yyaecHbIMH NMpHOOpaMH, ero ALIMYEK NpeBpa-
11aeT J106y10 TSKECTD B JIETKY10 HOLIY, Y HETO CBET, KOTOPBIHA
IropUT, He MOTpednsiss Macia, HO B Aejlax JIIOACH OH Xyxe
pe6énka u3 Hop, KoTopelii BbIlIen B CBOM NMEPBbIN MOMCK.

3opcanbl HAaKOHEL-TO OTBICKAJIHW JOOBIYY M CHOBa MNpH-
HecM Mopuuio MaTepH. [10TOM onsATh NOAHSUTUCH M YJIETEIH,
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npexnae 4eM CuMca ycnena oTo3Bath ux. Houb crosuia Té€M-
Has, 6e3TyHHas, U AeByllKa He Bujesia, B KAKOM HarnpaBlieHUH
OHM ynerenu. Tonbko NMoHaaesUiach, YTO OHM BEPHYTCA MO
BocxoJa 0e3XaJJOCTHOTO COJIHLIA.

He6o nocepeno, korna CuMca BhepBble 3aMeTWIa, 4TO
Mpoxox HM3MeHseTcs, ymiyonsercd. JIHO paclue/JMHbI CTajlo
poBHee, NMOYTH NMPONAIM KaMHeMalbl, Yepe3 KOTopble NMPUXO-
OWJIoCch NpoBoAMTh caHM. M TyrT Xe oHa yciablllana
BOCK/IML@AHME CBOETo CNyTHMKAa. OH HEOXMAAaHHO OCTaHO-
BWICS, 2 CAHY MO HHEPLHH NPOABUHYJIMCH Biepél U yIapUiIn
ero no HoraM. CHMca LIarHyna B CTPOHY, YTOGBI Jydlie
BUIETD.

OHM nofouUTH K KOHLY yulenbsi. Ilepen HUMH, ITpO3HBIH,
KaK CTeHbl BOEHHBIX KpPErnocTed, O KOTOPBIX paccKa3blBaloT
TOProBLbl M3ajieKa, B3AbIMaICS BbICOYEHHBIH yTéc. Tom
cHsu1 GOHApHK C Mosica ¥ HarnpaBWI ero Jiyd BBepx. Ho ceer
He JOCTal A0 KOHLA yTéca. 3TOT NOABEM BABOE BhILE TOTO,

YTO y MOpS.
— A nymalo, — CHOKOIfHO, CJIOBHO INepel HUM He Helpe-
oloJMMMoe TIpeNsATCTBUE, cKasayl ToM, — YTO Mbl JOCTHIVIM

cBoeii uenu. 3ro Havano XKecroxkux l'op.

CuMca 00eCCWIEHHO ONMYyCTWIAch Ha 3eMT0. J10/DKHO OBITh,
KOHYWIAach 3HEPrus, KoTopas noaaepXuBajla €€ BCIO HOYb,
KOHYWIach B TOT MOMEHT, KaK OHa TOHsJIa CMBICJI €TI0 CJIOB.

— Ho Mb1 He cMoXxeM 31ech MOAHATbCS, — Aa, IPH CBETE
OHa BHIeJIa TPEUIUHBI U YIIIyONneHHsl, HO 10 HACTYIUICHHUS HHS
HEYero M IbITaTbCs, a JHEM MX COXCKET COJIHLE.

— Toraa npuaé€rcst OTHICKATL APYTOH MYTh..

Oxaxuch NoA pyKoi KaMeHb, AeBylLIKa LIBLIPHYJa Obl
OYNBLDKHMK B Hero, HO MOBEPXHOCTb 3dech ObLIa COBCEM
yycrad. OH TaK CNIOKOEH, BCerla TaK yBepeH B ceGe, CIOBHO
HET TaKoi npo6sieMbl, KOTOPYIO OH He MOT Obl pa3pellMuThb.

— Tgoif noaHUMalOWIMii AWMK CMOXET MOIHATh TOJILKO
3acc, — cka3ana OHa, OTKa3bIBasiCh NMOAAABATbCS pa3lpaxe-
HHUI0. — Hac oH He moaHuMerT.

Ho yyxak xak 6yaro He cablinan e€. HanpoTtus, cam 3aman
BONpPOC, HE MMEIOWIMM HH MaJiellllero OTHOLIEHHS K eé
CJIOBaM.
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— Tol MoXewb 061AaTECA ¢ 3ITUMHM TBOUMH 3opcanamMu? A
3Hal0, OHU TIPUXOOAT Ha TBOM 30B. Thl oTAana MX B cKiag
I'atapa, yTo6bl OHM OXOTWJIMCh Ha Bpeauteneil. Ho apyrue
3aJaHHUSI OHH BBINOJHAT?

— Kaxkue 3anpanusa? — Cumca rmaamna 3acc, YyBCTBYS, YTO
aHTEHHBI €€ He CBEPHYTHI, 2 HamnpaBJIe€Hbl B CTOPOHY YyXe-
3eMLia M YyTh IPOXKAT; OHA 3HaJIa: 3TO 03HAYaeT, YTO XKHUBOTHOE
cocpenotounBaercsa. Heyxenu 3acc noHsna, 4to peyb MAET O
Hell M e€ CLIHOBbSX?

— YT06BI OHY MOAHANMCH HA BeplUMHY, — U ToM npoBén
JNy4yoM no cteHe yréca. — Ham HyxHa BepéBka. OHa y Hac
€CTb — BepHee, OygeT, Koraa si HEMHOro nopabortalo Hap
KpeIUleHHUsIMH. MoryT TBOM 30pcajibl OTHECTH €€ HaBepXx,
OOEpHYTh BOKPYT KaKOro-HHOydb BBLICTYTIa M BEPHYTbCS K
HaM C KOHLOM WJIH...

Ero cnoBa ObutM 3arnylieHbl THEBHBIM KPHKOM CBepxy. B
Jiyye cBeTa TMNOSABMJICS OAWH H3 30pCaJioB, H €ro 4YTO-TO
NpeciefioBajlo — CYLIECTBO, KOTOPOE MOIJIO SBUTbLCS TOJILKO
B KollIMape, Nogo6HoM ToMy, yTo BHaena Cumca.

Yynosulle caMO HaNOMUHaIO LJIMHHYIO BEPEBKY, U ObUIO
SICHO, YTO €ro NMPOTHBOINOJIOXHBIA KOHELl TPOYHO 3aKPeIUIEH
BBEPXY, MOTOMY YTO MM BHAHBI ObUIH TOJIBKO TNEpeaHsisl YacTh
M T0JIOBa — CIUVIOLUHbBIE YEJIIOCTH M OCTpble, KaK MUIJIbl, 3yObl;
4eJIIOCTH METAJINCh, MbITasACh CXBAaTUTb 3opcana. B nyde cie-
Ta, OCBETMBLIEM HanaieHHWe, NMOKa3aJicd M BTOpoM 30pcan H
TYT Xe€ CIMMKMPOBA]1 Ha ToJIOBY YydoBMUIa 3a 3ybamu. Tpu
KOTTHCTbIE Jlanmbl BUENMJHMCh B TeJlo, a 4YeTBEpTas pBajia
6onblIKe, NMIIEHHbIE BEK IJ1a3a YydoBMLIA.

IepBslii 30pcan ObICTPO pa3BepHYJCA M Hayaj JeTaTh B3al
M BnepE€l nepel YydOBMLIEM, HACTOJLKO 0Oe3yMmeBLIEM OT
rHeBa Y 60714, YTO OHO He MOHUMAJIO, KTO Ha Hero Hamnanaer,
M TNBITAIOCH CXBAaTUTh JIETAKOLLEro, a BTopod cBoOOAHO mnpo-
IoJDKan CBOE JeJo.

O6a rnasa npeBpaTUINCb B KpOBaBbie AMbl, KOITHUCTLIE
Jarnbl BBIPBAJIM KJIOYbsl IOJIMHHOro sa3bika. CuMca Bceraa
3HajJa, YTO 30pcajlbl — HacToslue YOMMLbI, U YTO OHH
HacnaxzaalTcs YOMHCTBOM, €C/IM TOJILKO He YOMBAIOT ObICTPO
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panu nuid. Ho oHa HuKorma Obl He moayMana, YTo OHM
MOTYT CIIPaBHUTbCS C TAaKOH KpYMHON AOObIYEeH, U 4YTO OHH
HACTOJILKO YMHBI, YTO BbIOEPYT €OUHCTBEHHO BO3MOXHbIH
cnocod crnpaBUTBCS C HEIO.

I'naea 8

3acc Ha mieye CuHMcChl 3aKpHyana, 3aMaxajla 340POBBIM
KpbUIOM, crubasi MCKajleYeHHOE, CJIOBHO MNbITANach B3NETETh
B BO34yX M NIPUHSATDb yyacTHe B 6uTBe. 3opcajl, BUSTUBLIMICSA
B TOJIOBY YYIOBHLIA, NPOAO/IKaT O6€3XalOCTHO pBaTh KOITS-
MM Bpaxspio MmioTh. Ero 6paT BHe3anmHo OpoCHJ OTBJIEKaThb
BHUMaHHe, MOAJETC/ U TOXEe BLEMWICSA KOITIMHU M 3ybaMu B
yeuryityaToe ropJso; 3ybacrasg 3Mesi IMKO 0oJsiTana rojoBoi,
neiTasgch cOpocutrh Myuutens. 1 Tyt B e€ KOJNOHHOOOpa3HOM
TeJie MosIBWICS pa3pbiB. OTTYIa XJIbIHYA MOTOK IyCTOM Xen-
TOBAaTOM KPOBM, OOJblIME KOMKHM KOTOpOii pasjieTesMch B
BO3yXe, U IBa 4eJIOBEKa BHHU3Y MOCMELIHO OTNPLITHYIH OT
3TOrO JIMBHA.

O6a 30opcana nNpoaoKaIM HanaaaTb, U BAPYT OrpoMHas
rojioBa NOBMCJA NMOA TaKUM HeOoOBIYHBIM yIiioM, yTo CHMca
pellnia, YTo 3Mee, JO/DKHO ObITh, MepeKycHIu luelo. butsa
3aKOHYWIACh NOJEPTUBAHUSIMH U CYIOPOTaMH JUIMHHOTO Tea,
a 30pcanbl, CUAsl Ha rojioBe, pBAJM MSCO M NMUPOBAIH.

ToM noeepHyica Kk Cumce.

— Yto 3710?

Hesylika 6e3 cioB nokauana ronosoii. Hukorna oHa He
6b11a cnaboii Ha Xenaynok (xureab Hop He MoXeT nNo3BOMUThL
cebe TaKo¥ POCKOLIN), HO CBUPETNOCTD 30pCAIOB U CTpalliHasg
yTpO3a, KaKylo NpeACTaB/IsIo YydOBHlIE, NOTPSCIH e€, U ei
NPULUIOCh, YTOOBI yAepXaTbCsl Ha HOrax B BOJIHaX HaKaTHB-
el TOLIHOTHI, YXBAaTHTbCSI OOHOM pyKoii 3a caHu. Ho Te
NMOKaYHYJIUCh NMOA €€ TsKecTbio, U CuMca YyTh He noTtepsiia
paBHOBecHe.

ToM kak MoxHO 6Gamxe nomowen K yrécy. Kaxkum-to
o0pa3oM OH cHsN ¢oHaph ¢ nosca M Tenepb HanpaBHUA CBET
BBEpX, NMPAMO Ha CTPAlIHOE CYLUECTBO M MHPYIOLIMX 30pca-

96



noB. CuMca cHsUla Xanywolryiocsl 3acc ¢ Ivleda, nmocaausia Ha
CaHH H, cTapasich U30exaTh Jblolleiicss KpOBH, MPUCOEIUHHU~
nack K Tomy. OanH u3 OOilLlOB CHYCTHMICS, OH TNpHHEC
KpOBaBo€ MOJHOLIEHHE MaTepH, YbH KPUKU CTAHOBWIUCDH BCE
TpOMYE ¥ rpoMye.

Cumca axnyna. Jlyy nokasan, yro usrubaouieecsi TyJT0BU-
1e yymxoBHlLa InuHHee e€ U Toma BMecTe B3sThIX. HO KOHLIA
€ro OHM TaK M He YBMIEJM, XOTS CBET JOCTal A0 caMoH
BepuivHbl. TynoBHLIE, HaBepHOE, ObLLIO OYEeHb AJIMHHOE, OHO
CBHCQIO CO CTE€HbI, KAK BepEBKa.

BrnipoueM, Bckope M ¢oHapb He NMOHALOOWICs, YTOObI €ro
BuaeTb. Hactyman paccBeT, U Tel0 OTYETIMBO NpocMaTpHBa-
Joch Ha ¢doHe KamMHsA. CuMca cpaBHWIA ero ¢ BepEBKOH, Ha
caMOM Xe [eJie OHO ObUlO TOJNLIHMHON € AECSITOK BepEBOK,
CIUIETEHHBIX BMecTe. ToM BbIKIIOYMA (OHaph U OTOLUEN.

— Mbp! HaUUIH NYTh... — MEAJIEHHO NMPOTOBOPHJ OH.

3opcasbl MOYTH 3aKOHYMWIM CBOM yxXacHbIi nup. Tor, 4ro
NEepBbIM Hamnajl Ha 4YydoBHlUe, NpUcoeaMHWICS K 3acc Ha
CaHsIX M NPHHSICSA BbUIM3LIBaTh KOITH M Tepbs. A ero 6par
OTOpPBAJ1 HANOCJEAOK €lUE KYCOK Msica, MPUHEC €ro BHU3 M
CTaJl noefaTb yXe HETOPOIUIMBO, HEOOJILLIMMHM KyCKaMM.
Hagepxy Gonrasncs noytu rosblii yepen.

— Yo TBI cobUpacuibecs aenatb? — CHMca ¢ HeJOyMeHH-
€M cMoTpena, Kak ToM CHHUMaeT BepEBKY C caHeil U aenaer
MEeTII0 Ha KOHLE.

— Bor Hawa necTHHLIA BBEPX... — YyXaK MaxHyN pyKoi B
CTOpPOHY CBHcalollero MEPTBOrO YyAOBUIIA, — €CJIH OHO
Xopoulo yuenuioch BBepxy. [TocMoTpum.

OH B3MaxHyN NeTn€il Hal rosoBoi, KPenko AepxXa BepéB-
Ky. IIpuuutocs caenaTs TPU NOMBLITKM, Mpexiae YeM MNETNS
ob6xsatwia yepen. ToM JIOBKMM pbIBKOM 3aTSIHYyN €€, CJOBHO
HE pa3 coBepllay TaKoi TPIOK.

— A Temnepb NOCMOTPUM, — HaTSTHBasg BepEBKY, OH
OTOWIEN Ha3al.

CuMca yBuaena, Kak Hanpsriuch €ro IUviedd, M MoOHsna,
YTO OH C CWIOI TSIHET BepéBKY. [leBylliKa CXBaTWia CBUCAIO-
WK KOHEW M NMPUCOEAMHUNACh K €ro yCHIHAM.
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BepéBKka HEeMHOro mnojajlach, IOTOM 3acTpsiia, U XOTb
CuMca npHKiIaabiBajia BCIO CHIY M YyXe3eMell ToXe, BepEBKa
He ToAdaBalachk, Kak 6ynTo 6nL1a BBEpXy NPOYHO NMpUBsA3aHa
K cKaje.

— A noiny nepBbIM... — cka3an ToMm. — Korma moagHu-
MYCh Ha BeplIMHY, cOpolly Tebe KoHell BepEBKHU. O6BsDKeIbCA
MM BOKPYT nosica H NogHUMaNcss — M He 3a0yab NpUXBaTHTb
¢ coboii caHu.

Yyxe3eMell CHOBa 3aHsUIc BepEéBKOM, yniMHuB e€. Ilpo-
BEPHUB y3eJl, OH CKIOHWICS K CBOEMY YyIECHOMY SILIUYKY M
YTO-TO C HMM caenajl. CaHH HEOXHMIAHHO MOANPLITHYIH
BBepX, 3acc C TPOMKHM KpHKOM oTjeTena K CuMce, ocTasb-
Hble JBa 30pcaja B3BWIHCh B BO3dyX. Tenepb caHU IUIaBav
Ha ypoBHe Iuieya Toma.

— ...3a6epET MHOTO 3Heprun, — CHUMca He 3Hajla, TOBOPHT
JIM OH C HEI0 WIH NPOCTO pacCcyXaaeT BCIyX, — HO NIOMOXET.

JlnuHHbIA KoHel Bep€BKH ToMm oTbpocun K Hell, NOCMOT-
pen Ha cTeHy, o6Bsi3aicsa. JIMLO ero MpHUHSIO pPelINTe/lbHOe
BBIpAXEHHE, IUIEYH HANpSAMINCh, U OH HayaJl NOXHHUMAThCH,
LeTUIASCh HOTaMM 3a BBICTYIIbBI H YIIIyOJIEHHA.

BricTpO cTaHOBWIOCH cBeT/I0. TOM NpoBOpHO Aobpascs no
KpOBaBO# TroJIOBbl YyNOBHlIAa M CXBaTWICS pYKOH 3a ero
TynoBulle. Teneps ABa MoJIObIX 30pcajia CONPOBOXAAIH €ro,
GecnpecTaHHO Kpuya. CHMca noBepHynach K 3acc ¥ nocaau-
na dbipKawluero Bo30yXaEHHOIO 3BepbKa cebe 3a masyxy.

Eil He XxoTenoch cMOTpeTb, Kak ToM noaHuMaeTcsi Mo
CcBHcalolleMy TyjoBully. OHa BHOBb NOfABWIAa TOLUHOTY,
BCNIOMHHB, YTO €ii MPEeICTOMT TO Xe& caMoe.

Ho... oHa go/DKHa BUAETD!

JeBylllka OTBEepHYNlach COBCEM HEHANOJIO, HO 3a 3TO
BpeMs 9yXakK Npeofosesl HEBO3MOXHO 60JIbLIOEe pacCTOSIHHe
M yXe yXBaTWICA pyKoii 3a Kpaii yréca. CuMca Buaena, Kak
OH noBHc TaK. [loToM noaTsHyACs, rojoBa U IUIEYH CKpbI-
JIMCb, OH, JOJDKHO OBITH, MOJI3 Ha XHBOTE, H.... OH mpomnan'

CuMca Ha MIrHOBeHHME 3aKpbUla IJla3a M CHOBa OTKpbLIa.
Ona o6Hapyxmia, YTO C TaKOM CWION BLENMWIach B BEPEBKY
caHeH, KoTopod obBsi3ajachb BOKpPYr mnosica, yto 3abonenu
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manpupl. C TPyZOM IIOTHYB, JEBYLIKA 3acTaBWia cebs mof-
HATH T'OJIOBY. )

Yyxe3eMell BepHYJICS K Kpalo yTéca, HO Terepb CMOTpe
BHHM3 Ha He€. JlomkHO ObITh, MO-NpEeXHEMY JieXal Ha XH-
BOTE.

— OOBskuCb... — M Tom Opocun el apyroi KoHell
BEpEBKU. DTO €€ CMYTWIO, HO OHa JOJLKHA JNOBEPATb EMY.

INoanprirHys, nesyuika noiMajia CBUCAIOLIMH KOHell, MO-
TSAHYJIA 32 HEro, TOT Nojajcs, ¥ OHa o6Bsi3ajach UM NOBEPX
BEPEBKH, ylepXuBalolleii caHi. BepéBka HaTgHy/1ach, U CuMca
MOHsNA, YTo AoJkHa nogHuMarbcs. [lo npumepy Toma oHa
LIeTUISUIach HOTaMM 3a CTeHY, MOATAIMBajIach M YyBCTBOBAJIA,
YyTo OOJILUIYIO YacTb Beca MyX4YHHa TNpPHHUMAET Ha cebs.
KouMap e€ He BOIUIOTWICS B peaibHOCTh, CHMca Morja
JepXaThCcsl 3a BepEBKY, KOTOpPYIO OH €ii cOpocui, M He
KacaTbcst Tejla yynoBvuia. Ho onquH wim aBa pa3sa eif Bc€ xe
NMPUUUIOCh 332 HEro yXBaTHUTbCS, U OHa OOHapyXuia, YTO
YyellyifyaToe TeJo, XOTb M LapanaeT pykd, 3aKperuieHO Npo-
YHO, U el Heyero onacarbcsl, YTO OHO BBICKOJIL3HET M3 pPYK.

CuMce ka3ajloch, YTO OHa NOJHUMAETCS Ha BEpPLIMHY
OrpOMHOI1 rophl U NMOABEM NpoaoxaeTcsd 6eckoHeyHo. Cniu-
HY yXe X0 conHue. JIBaxabl ¢ii NpHILUIOCh OTTAJIKUBATLCSA
OT CTeHbl, 4TOOBI He pa3naBuTb 3acc. [loToM oHa ycibluiana
ronoc Toma:

— Pyxy... naBait pyky'

JeBylika cneno npoTrsiHy/la BBEPX PYKy M IOYYBCTBOBajia
€ro Kperkue najiblbl. A Yepe3 MFHOBEHHE BOCKIMKHYJA:

— IMonoxam... 3nech 3acc...

Ho 30pcan yxe neiicTBoBan caMOCTOSATENbHO. 3aCC BbICBO-
6oawnace M3 IaThs ACBYUIKM, 3aMaxaja KpbUIbSMH, cama
CcXBaTWiach 3a BepEBKY M ObICTPO Hayasa NOJHUMATLCH MO
Hel. U TyT Xe cunbHble pyKu noTaunwiy AeBYWIKY BBepX,
uapanas o KaMmHM. CHMca MOMEHTAJILHO OKa3ajlach Ha BepXy
CKaJlbl M 3aKaluulsUlach oT necka. Ho npexne uyeM cmorna
BLINPSIMUTBCS, NMOYYBCTBOBAIA €ro PyKH y cebsi Ha mosce.

— TsaHewm...

INoytn He co3HaBas, YTO AeNaeT, TONLKO 3HadA, YTO 3TO

99



HYXHO caenatb, CuMca U He nbITanach BcTaTh. OHa MOaHsA-
Jlach Ha KOJICHH, yXBaTWia BEepEBKY OT CaHeil U MOTAHYA.
Yyxe3eMell CTOSUI, Hanpsrasch, 1 TOXe BLITATUBAJ Ipy3.

V neBylIKM He GBUIO BpeMEHH OIVISObIBATbCA, NIOKA OHH He
BBITALWIM CAHH C MOMOUIBIO fALIMYKA 3BE3MHOIO 4YesoBeKa.
BaBoéM OHM NMOCTENEHHO OTCTYTIAJM OT Kpasi yréca, OCBO-
6oxnmaa MecTo ansa caHeil. ToM HeMemJlleHHO 3aHsICH
sAwnykoM, a CHMca paccnaGieHHO onmycTwiach M Nojyduia
BO3MOXHOCTb YBHIETb, Kylla MPUBEJIU MX BCE 3TH YCWIHS.

IIpsiMo mepen Heii, AaNeKo yXoas B NyTaHMIy KaMHel H
CYXHe KOJIIOYME KyCThl LiBeTa 06BETPUBLINXCH KOCTE, JieXa-
Jla ocTajibHasd 4acTb Tesla 4yJoBHLIA. 3aech OHO 6bUIO MO
KpaifHeii Mepe B HOecsiTb pa3 Tojlle, 4yeM y wen. OQHako
HHKAKHX HOT He 6bUIO W B NMoMHHe. TynoBHlle NMOCTeNeHHO
CYXaJoch K KOHLlY, @ CaM XBOCT, CKPBITbI}i B KAMHSIX, JOJIDKHO
6bITb, OBLI HE TOJILIE TEX HEGOMBLIMX XXKMBOTHBIX, HA KOTOPBIX
30pcajibl OXOTATCA Mo Ho4daM. JleBylIKa He MOHMMaia, 4YeM
TYJIOBHlle HACTOJILKO MPOYHO 3aLeNWIoch K KaMHIO, YTO
BBIAEPXAJIO UX BeC.

OueBHOHO, 3Ta 3araaka 3anHTepecoBaia U Toma; yGenus-
LIKCb, YTO CaHM B 6€30MacHOCTH, a HUX Ipy3 HE CTPOHYT C
MECT, OH MOAOLUEN K TYIOBHMIIY YyJOBHLIA W NOMBITAICSH
nepeBepHyTh ero. Ho TynoBuile ocTaBajlloch NMPUXaThiM K
KaMHIO, CJIOBHO OHO ero YacTbh. HakoHel ¢ noMolsio 0610M-
ka kaMHa ToMy ynanocs npunoaHaTh Kpai, 1 CuMca ycnena
3aMETUTD GJieTHOE NMONYKONbLO IUIOTH, NpeXIe YeM OH Bbl-
MYCTHJ TSOKECTb M TEJIO 3aHSJIO MNpeXHee MOJIOXEeHHe.

— Ilpucocxu, — 3aMeTun oH. — Kak oHo Ha3biBaeTca?

JeBylrka noxkayana ronoBoil.

— He 3Haw. A o TakMx HHKOraa He cibillaia.

— Hy, 4T0o X, — OH NMOBEpHYJCA JULIOM Ha BOCTOK, yTIEp
pykxn B 6oka ¥ nogHsn rojoy, — 310 XKectoxkme Topnl!
ByneM HanesATbCsl, 4YTO TAKMX 3leCh HEMHOIO, — M OH HOCKOM
60TMHKA KOCHYJICA TYJIOBULLA 3MEH.

Cumca nocmotpena Brnepén. OHa cuuTasna yré€c, Ha KOTo-
pLIi OHM NMOAHUMANHUCh, HempeoaonauMbiM Gaprepom. Ho
Tenepb BHIEN3, YTO 3TO ToJMbKo Hayaso. Fopu? Her, B3MeT-
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HyBLIMecs] B He6o yynoBMINa M3 3eMIM M KaMHs. Ho Bc€ xe
370 JIy4llie MYyCTBIHHU, 3AECh Koe-Tae BUAHENACh pacTHUTE/Ib-
HOCTb, YBsllas, BbITOpeBllasl Ha COJIHLIE, HO XHBasA. A rae
€CTb PacTHUTEJILHOCTb, AOJLXHA OBITb BOJA, MOXET, U AUYb.

IMonGoapeHHasa 3toit Mbicank, Cumca Bctana. OHM moO-
NnpeXHeMy MNoA TopsAYMMH NydyamMH conHua. Ho Bnepenw,
KOHEYHO, MOXHO HalTH ybexuile Ha JeHb. A MOXET, H €1l
kxoe-4yto. OHa cKa3asia o6 3TOM YyxXe3eMIY, H TOT KHUBHYIIL.

— Tlpmaércs ewi€ HEeMHOro MOAHSATLCA, — OH TOKa3al
Briep€n, — HO Tbl NpaBa: Iae eCTb paCTUTEIBHOCTb, HODKHA
6biTh M Boga. M XxoTh MMeYKO y 3THX MECT CTpalllHOBaToe, s
IyMalo, HaM 3leCh OKaXeTcsl rocTenpuMMHei nycTbiHu. Ho
BHayajle HYXXHO YCTPOMTD Jlarepb — M TOObICTpee.

OHH no-TipeXHEeMY HaXOAWIHCh B YTJYOJIeHHM MexXay
PBIXJILIMM CKJIOHAMM OOOMCOKEHOH COJIHLIEM 3€MJIM, TOKpbI-
TOH Koe-Toe HATHAaMM 3acOoXWIHMX KycToB. ToM paccyxaan,
YTO, BOBMOXHO, OHH MPOAOJIKAIOT IBUIATbCS MO PYC/y BHICOX~-
uweil pexu, a 3TOT yT€Cc Korma-to Obu1 BomomaaoM. OHM
Mol Briep€A Mo IJIMHHOM NoJjlocKe Nnecka, HOTM norpyxa-
JIUCh B HETO MHOTAA IO ToJIeHb; TeNnepb MyTHUKH TOPOTWINCS,
OCMaTpHBasi MECTHOCTb B TOMCKaxX YKDbLITHMS, Tpexie YeM
Xap OHSA OKOHYAaTeJbHO MCTOLIMT MX CHJIBI.

Cyxoe pycjo NMOBOPaYMBAIO HANIEBO, 3a HM3rHOOM KpyTO
NoaHUMaJICS KAMEHHBIN Oeper, YaCTHYHO MOAMBITHIH HEKOT-
la, TaK YTO OH NAaBHO OOpPYIIMICH W TEPEropoamua Mpoxoa
rpynoii o6nomkoB. ToM cBepHyn K HUM, B Cumca nobpena
clleqoM, NoMorast MPOBECTH CaHM Yepe3 npensatcTeus. [logo-
Was 6nuxe, CuMca yBuaena, 4To 3TM KaMHU — He paborta
npuponbl. KaMHM ObuIM oOOpaboTaHHblE, YCTaHOBJIEHHbIE,
KOraa-To NoaorHaHHbIe OpYT K OpYTY, XOTH rodbl, BeTep M
Necok npeBpaTWIH MX B 6ecopMeHHYIO rpyny.

Cpenn 3TUX ynaBUIMX OJOKOB OHM M HalUIM ybexulle —
TEMHYI0 HOpPY, NMPHMKPHITYIO nonyapkKoil. BHyTpu okasanuch
CTyneHHM, Beaylire BHU3. ToM cHoBa BK/IIOYHN CBO# (OHapD.
B y6exuie cTosna npusTHas npoxiana. 3opcaibl ¢ KpUKaMH
3HepruyHo nosetenu Bnepéa. CuMca cXxBaTH/Ia YyXe3eMia 3a
PYKaB.
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— TlonoxnM... mycth o6riyT. ECTH TaM BHH3Y €CTb KTO-
HuU6Yab XHBOii... — JAeBYlLIKA He Morja 3a0bITb O MEPTBOM
YynoBHIllE;, UMEHHO B TaKOil Oblpe OHO Morjio 6b moce-
JIUThCA.

ToM ocTaHOBWICS, NMOAHSAB TOJIOBY, M AEBYLIKAa NOHsIA,
YTO MYyX4YMHa, KaK U OHa, npuciayluBaercia. Kpuku 3opcaios
JOHOCWIHCh CHM3y, OHH 3BYYaJlH CTPAHHO TIY/IKO, IPOMKO,
CJIOBHO HX HCIYCKAJIM KaKHMe-TO YyAaMia. 3acC CO CBOEro
MeCTa Ha CaHfX BbITAHY/A Biepél IoJjioBYy, pa3BepHYB aHTEH-
HBbl, ¥ NIOKa3aJia OCTpble 3yObl 3a MMOYTH HEBUAUMBIMH I'yOaMH.

CuMca npHuHIOXasach, NnocTapajach YJIOBHTb 3anaxu, 4To-
6B MOHATbL, YTO TaM XNET BHHU3Y, C YeM MM TNPEACTOUT
BcTpeTuThcsi. HopaMu He nmaxHeT, HeT 3amaxa Jonei, XHUBY-
IIMX CKYYEHHO W He O4YeHb YHMCTO. 3opcasbl He NMOAHUMAIH
TPEBOIM M HE BO3BPAalIAJIMCh, H AE€BYUIKA KMBHY/A CITYTHHKY.

— S nymalo, TaM Huvyero Het. Huuero xugoro.

Bxon mnperpaxnaniu rpyabl oo6paboTaHHBIX, HO MCTOYEH-
HBIX BETPOM M BpeMEHEM KaMHeil, TaK YTO NPOBECTH uyepe3
HHX CaHM O0Ka3aJioChb JOBOJIbBHO TPYAHO, OJHAKO Jasblie
JIECTHHLIA YXOOWIa BHM3 OTHOCHTEJIbHO CBOOOAHAs OT 3aBa-
noB. CTyneHH lIMPOKHE, NPONETHI HeOOMbIINE, M CITYCKAaTbCsA
6bu10 Nerko. Ho necTHuua Bcé mpoaospkanach U MpoaoDKa-
Jach, Kak OyATO €ii HeT KOHLUAa M 3TO AaBHO 3abpollueHHoe
3naHMe ObUIO BO3ABHMIHYTO Ha ¢pyHAAMeHTe 3aOLIThIX Mpea-
1IECTBEHHHKOB, noao6Ho Kyxkcoprahy.

HeMHoro nomMorano 1o, YTo YeM IIyGXe OHH CITYCKAJIUCh,
TeM NpoXJaJHee CTAaHOBWJIOCb. 3acC IMO-NpeXHEMY BBITSIH-
Bajla TOJIOBY BNEpEA, HAacTOPOXEHHO MNPHUCIYLIMBAsCh.
Otkyna-To n3naneka CumMca ciablliajia KpHKH MOJIOABIX 30p-
canoB. OHM NOCTOAHHO KpHYaT B TeMHoTe, CuMca
obHapyXwia, YTO KpHKH NOMOraloT UM H30eraThb NMpensrcT-
BMH, KOTOPBIX HE Pa3I/IAAMT AaXE CaMOE OCTPOE 3pEHHe.

Tom cHoBa BKIIO4YMA cBeT. OrnsaabiBasch, A€BYLIKH BHAEJa
BXOLHOE OTBEPCTHE, OHO YX€ OYEHb YMEHBILIMIOCH. A CTyme-
HH BCE BRIIUIRIBAJIM M BHIIUILIBAIH H3 TEMHOTHI.

OnMH pa3 NMYyTHUKH OCTAHOBWIMCh, HEMHOIO TNOENH H
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HaOWINCh, CHASA Ha CTYMEHAX IUIeYoM K mnedy. Cumca oc-
MOTpeJia OCTaTOK NpoaykKToB. OHHM MOTYT MATH, MOKA Y HHUX
€CTb BOJIa, HO KOIJla OHA KOHYMTCS, Ile B 3TOM NMYCTbIHE MM
ynactca oOHOBUTH cBoM 3amachl? Yeuryityatoe XuBoTHoOE,
nobexaéHHoe 3opcanamMu? CuMca nomaBWwiach, BCIIOMHHUB
YyynoBHllle, CBeCHBLIeecs ¢ Kpad yréca. B npouwuioM oHa ena
MHOIO TaKoOro, OT 4Yero C NMpe3peHUeM OTBEPHYJCA Obl XKUTENb
BEPXHETro ropojia, HoO TOJBKO He 3To!

— Kyna Mp1 nnémM? — cnpocuia AeByllikKa, XOTs MOHMMa-
Jla, YTO BpAN JH NOJYy4YuT OoJsiee TOYHBLII OTBET, 4YeM
CcOOCTBEHHbBIE CMYTHbIE NOTaAKH.

— Bo3MoXHO, 3TO OCTaTKM NepeaoBoro ykpernenus. Eciamn
3TO TaK, TO JOJDKHbI ObITH MOA3EMHBIE XOAbl K KpenocTH. Bo
BpeMsi BOIHBI MO HUM Tai{HO NOAXOAWIH NOAKPEIUICHHS.

— Ho nouyemy Tak ryboko? — Cumca no€p3aia Ha
LWIKpOKO# cTyneHH. OTBepcTHE BBEPXY CTAIO TAKUM MaJleHb-
KMM, 49TO OHa MOIJIa 3aKpbiTb €ro MOAHATBIM OOJIbIIMM
nanbueM. A JleCTHMLA BC€ yxoawna BHM3. ToM BcTan Ha
KOJIEeHH U, cHAB ¢GOHaph C nosica, NOCBETHJI HM: MOKa310Ch
NpoAoJUKEHUE CIYCKA, CIOBHO B OECKOHEYHOCTH, MCYe3alo-
liec B TEMHOTE.

Horun neBywixu Gonenu. Beab nyTHUKM UUIM BCIO HOYb, M
CumMca He Momia ckKa3aTb, HacKOJbLKO ceH4ac yxe NO3dHO.
WM HyXHO OTHOXHYTb, U NOCKOpee.

YyxeszeMell CJIOBHO YcCiblliad €€ MbIC/Ab, NMOTOMY 4YTO
cKasal.

— CnycTHMca ellé Ha nATh NeCATKOB CTymeHei. Ecam
KOHLa He OyneT, mepeioXHEM. - ‘

CumMca co B310X0M cobpanack. TKaHb, KOTOpPOit OHa 06€p-
TbIBa/1a HOI'H, COBCEM U30pBasiach. PaHO Win no3aHo npHaeTcs
HOXOM OTpe3aTh HECKOJILKO MOJIOCOK OT Iulallia ¥ MOAHOBHMTb
00MOTKHM. XOpowo XOTb, YTO GoJblle He XOKET conHue. U B
caMoM Zene...

CumMmca noaHsuia TonoBy M HabGpana moJiHble AErKHe BO3-
ayxa.

Bona! — oHa BocKIHMKHYNa rpoMKO, KaK 30pcCaibl, H
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€7I0BO TyIKO OTO3BAJIOCH B TEMHOTE, CJIOBHO psix CuMc
BLICTPOMJIC BIOJb JIECTHHUbB M nepeJaBall Apyr ApPYyry eé

OTKpbITHE.
ToM, Ybé AHLO B NMOJYTbME Ka3ajloCh CMYTHBIM IISITHOM,
OIJIAHYJICS.
— Jla, — mpocTO corjlacHics OH.
— Boma? — orbpocuB ycranocts, CHMca 3HEpruyHoO

BCKouwia. 3acc pa3BepHy/la aHTeHHbl. Ilepex 3TUM OHa
CBEpHyJia MX, HelIOBOJIbLHO NpUHUMass oT CHMCHI KyCOYKH
nuiud. Tenepnr 3acc nmpoaBHHYyNIach K caMOMY Kpalo CaHei,
BLITAHYB aHETHHbLI Briepén mo mpeiaena. U u3 rmybunmp e€
ropyia NOHECCSA HETEPHENMBBIA XpHIL.

OHH NpoaoIXany cryckaTbes. Koraa crmycTunmch Ha nsThb-
HeCAT CTyNeHeH — nmnpenen, ycraHoBileHHbli ToMoM, oH
ocBeTw (GoHapéM cTeHbl. Ha HUX npocTynanu BiaXHble
MgTHA, JaBaBUIMe NMUTaHHE CTpaHHOM 6esloil pacTUTEILHOCTHU
B BHIE TOYTHM NMPaBWIbHLIX 11apOB, TOHKMMHU HUTSIMM IpH-
KPENUBLUUXCS K BIAXHbIM MecCTaM.

CuMce OHM He MOHPABWIKCH, U JeBYLIKa IocTapaiach He
KacaTbCsl UX.

— Wpém panvine! — tenephb 6oneno BCE TeNO, HO OHA HE
MOI7TIa OCTaBaTbCs 34€Ch, BPOXIEHHOE YYBCTBO ONAcHOCTH
6LU10 HanpsDKEHO A0 Npeaena.

ToMa He HYXHO ObU10 noaroHATb. OHM CNYCTHIMCDH €LIE
Mo MNATH LWIHMPOKMM HM3KHM CTYTIEHSIM, U YyXaK BCKPHMKHYIL

®oHapby ocBeTHN POBHYIO IUowankKy. OHM HakKoHel AO0-
6panmch no camoro aHa! Bo3nyx 3nech 6GbL1 BAAXHBIN, HO He
3I0BOHHBIN U He HenoABYKHbIN. CHMca CBUCTHYNA, U OTBET
MPHILEN C COBCEM KOPOTKOro paccrosiHus. Ilotom B Jyde
CBeTa NOKa3aJICsl OMH M3 30PCAJIOB M 3aKPYXWI Hall roJIoBOMH
JeBYLUKH.

— CmMotpH, ToM!

lepennue nanbl XUBOTHOro nobbiBaJiM B Boxe. 3opcai
OTLICKA/l [JOCTAaTOYHO BOIbl, YTOObI BBIKYTAThCS: TaK OHH
mobAT nmocTynaTh B cyxoe BpeMs roza. YacaMu MOKHYT B
MOCYAHHAX C BOIOi, KOTOphblE UM CTaBSIT XO3s€Ba.

TlyTHMKM oYeHb ycTamu, HO NOBOJMbHblE KPHKH 30pcaja
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3acTaBWIM MX PBICLIOI IBHUHYTbCS Briepéa. 3acc Tenepb Tpe-
OoBaTeNbHO KpUYajia, 3arTylliasi 3BYKHW LIAros.

Bnara U HenpusATHasg pacTUTEIBHOCTL NO-TNPEXHEMY NMOK-
PLIBUIM CTEHBI, HO MOJA HOraMHM BoAbl He Obuto. [eBylka
3aMeTHIa, 9TO Mo 0be CTOpOHLI Npoxoja y CTeH BLIpyOseHbI
HermyOoKHe KaHaBKW; OOMXHO ObITh, IS OTBOAA JIMIUHEH
BJIar'¥, KOTOPYIO HE€ BBINBIOT pacTEHHS.

HeoxunnanHo uyxe3eMeu Bbikmodun ¢oHaps. Cumca
BCKPMKHYJMa M TYT Xe YycTblawiach. Beab ans He€ Obuio
YHU3UTENLHO NMOKAa3aTh YyXe3eMIily, YTo oHa 6ouTcss TeMHO-
Tl. Ho OHa cpa3y noHsna npuyduHy ero nocrynka. Brnepeaun
nokasascs CBET, HE TaKOW CWIbHBIM, KaK (poHapb, HO JOCTa-
TOYHBIH, YTOOBI MOCITYXHUTb yKa3aTeseM NYTH.

OcTOpOXHO NpoABUTasich Briepéll, AeBYLIKA 3aMeTHA, YTO
MCTOYHMK CBETAa pacrojioXeH cjieBa, TaM cBeTa ObL1o GoJb-
we. HeoxnaaHHO OHHU oKa3alnch B KOHLE NMpoxoaa, psiaoM ¢
ZBEPbIO, U3 KOTOPOil B KOPUAOP COYWIACh NIErKas AbIMKa.

3TO AeiicTBUTENLHO ObLIa KaKas-To CTpaHHas Mepualoluas
IbIMKa, a He cBeT dakesia WK NaMIbl. Y AeBYLIKH CO31aJIOCh
TaKoe BrevyarjieHHe, 6yATO OHM BCTYNWIH B TYMaH, COCTOS-
LM M3 4YacTHML TYCKIOro cBeTa, 3TH YacTHLbl IJ1aBajH,
CXOOMWJIUCh M pacXoAWiHchb. 3opcaj, NOMJIETEBLIMH K HHUM,
3aKpH4Yal M yCTpeMUJICS NPSIMO B 3Ty TieJIEHY, KOTopasi TyT Xe
COMKHYNaCh 32 HHMM, TaK 4YTO Tenepb CJbILAIMCH TOJLKO
NPUIyIWEHHDbIE KPUKM.

— OcTopoXHei... CMOTPH MO HOTH...

CuMca He Hyxaanach B npeaymnpexaeHusix. OHa M Tak
nowsa MemjieHHee. Bo3ayx cran BAaxHbIA, KaK MopcKasi
NeHa, BOT TOJILKO YTO ‘He CONEHBIN. TyMaH COMKHYJICS BOKPYT
IeBYWIKH, ToM npeBpaTUICS B CMYTHOE MSATHO PSIOM, U OHa
NOYYBCTBOBWIA, KaK Ha KoXe cobupaercsa Biaara. CloOBHO
cnyckaelbesi B BaHHY; CuMca pa3 WiM ABa B XU3HH HCIIBITDHI-
BaJla Takoe, KOrla y He€ HaXoAWIOCh HECKOJIbKO JIMIUHMUX
KyckoB cepebpa, 4ToObl NOOLIBATH B CaMOM CKpPOMHOM bGaHe
Kyxcoptana.

Ho B 310 AbBIMKE OTCYTCTBOBaJM apoMaThl, KOTOPbIMM
NpomnuTaH BO3AyX ropoackoii 6aHu. CMca 4yBCTBOBaja, KakK
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eé xoxa, BBICOXIIasi 332 HECKOJBKO OHEH ITyTellecTBUS IO
MyCTbIHE, CMSATYaeTcs, KaK TeJO XaJHO BIMTHIBAET B cebs
BJIary, KOTOpOi TakK JOJITO ObUIO JIMLIEHO.

Kak M HakaHyHe B Xapy, OHa pa3Bsi3aja nosic, obHaxas
TeJio, YTOOBI €ro KOCHYJICS TyMaH, CMOT OXBAaTUTbh KaK MOXHO
6O0MBLIYI0O NOBEPXHOCTh KOXHU.

HeBylika He 3Hajla, OTKyAa NMOJAHMMAETCA 3TOT TyMaH: He
BHIHO O6bUIO HHKAKHX CTEH, TOJILKO POBHas MOllI€EHast TIOBEpPX-
HOCTb NOJ HOTaMH, psOOM JpoxXaau odepraHus ToMa, a
no3agu OONTAIMCh CAaHH, KOTOpbIe GoJblile HE NMPUXOAWIOCH
TOJIKaTh TO B OAHY, TO B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, YToObl M36eXaTh
MpenATCTBUI. 3acc nepeBepHY/Iach XUBOTOM KBEPXY U pac-
npaBuia KpbUlbsl, MOACTABJISASA TyMaHy Bc€ cBo€ Tenbue. [locne
XKapKoi IMyCThIHM BCE paBHO YTO CTOMLIbL NOJA NEPBLIM J0O-
XIOEM BJIAXHOTO CE30HAa, KAaIUIMW KOTOPOro MHaJaloT MSATKO M
HEXHO, MOTOMY YTO HHUKAKOIo BeTpa HeT.

Ho BOT TymMaH cTajn NOCTENEeHHO pacXomuThecs. YacTHibl
CTYLIAJINCh, Bpallasich APYT BOKPYT Ipyra, CJIOBHO TyMaH —
XHMBOE CYLIECTBO, KOTOpOe€ He MNpensATCTBYeT MX NPOXOAY.
Bckope OHHM BBILUIM Ha OTKPBITOE MECTO H...

CuMca nopax€éHHO B3loXHYyJa. Horn neBylIKH noakocu-
JINCh M OHa ceja, WIH, CKopee, pyxHy/ia Ha 3emmo. E€ pyku
MNOTrpy3WINCh B MeJibYaHlIMA NEecOK WIM 3eMJIIO, CTONb MSr-
Kyl0, YTO JIalOHM HE CMOIJIM HAWTH HHUKAKOH OIOpbl, H
CuMca nernia, NpUXaBUIKCh LIEKOH K COTHYTOM pyke M Iisias
Briepén, Ha HeOOJIbLIONH YYacTOK 3TOro CTPaHHOIO MecTa,
KOTOpLIi ObU1 €ii BHIEH.

ScHo, YTO Takoro oHa HHKorza ewé He Buaena. U Hu B
OIHOM pacckKa3e peYHbIX TOProBLEB, HH B ONHOM JiereHAe O
TaKoOM He ropopwiocbk. OHY OKa3aJIMCh Ha IUIOWIaAKe, JOCTa-
TOYHO 6oJbIIOH, YTOOLI BMECTHThL PBIHOK BEpXHEIro ropoia.
Ilo ¢popMe mnowagka Gplia Kpyrias, CJIOBHO Yallla TMTaHTa,
HEBEPOSITHO OTPOMHOTO, 6€33a60THO NMOCTaBMUBLIETO YalTy Ha
3eMJIIO.

BHewHue cTeHbl YaliM o6pa3oBbIBajl BCE TOT Xe TYMaH,
OH TMOCTOSAHHO IBMTraJICs, CTrylIaics, CBeTes], HO HHUILe He
MO3BOJII  pasranerb, YTO HaXoAWTcs 3a HHMM. [leByuika
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YyBCTBOBJIa cebsl TaK, CJIOBHO BCA 3HEPrusl NOKHMHYNA e€.
OHa nexana Ha necke, He cepo-6eJ0M, KaK TyMaH, a cKopee
cepeOpUCTOM — CJIOBHO CaMbIii JAparoll€HHbIA H3 META/LIOB
(no KpajliHeli Mepe B MNpeAcTaBIeHHMU Xureneit Hop) 6bun
H3MeNbYEH U NpeBpalllEH B MYKYy, H3 KOTOpOii B BEpXHEM
ropojie nexyT npa3sgHUYHbIH x1e6. CuMca NponycTHia necok
CKBO3b NaJIblLibl; COJIHLIA HE ObUIO, HHYETro He Onecteno, HO
OHa MPEHCNONHWIACh YBEPEHHOCTH, YTO 3TO AEHCTBUTEILHO
KaKoe-TO ApParolieHHOEe BELIEeCTBO.

BeuiecTBO 3TO POBHLIM CJIOEM TNOKPBHIBAIO BCIO TOBEp-
XHOCTb BOKpYT 6acceiiHa Nopa3suTeNbHO NMpaBWIbHOW GOpMBI
c 6ienHOH, TYMaHHOI1, cepebpucTO-6enoi Bonoi (ecau ToMb-
KO 3T0 6bU1a BoAa) — Takol 1BeT CHMca rae-To yxe BcTpeyana!
Pyxa neByuwiku BHOBb ONMYyCTMJIAach Ha NECOK, H OHa yBMAeNa
CBOE KONbLO. MeaneHHO — Ha MO3T CJIOBHO HaKATBLIBAJIHCH
BOJNHBI ycTasiocth — CuMca cpaBHuna. bacceliH Toub-B-TOYbL
HarlOMHHaJ1 KAMEHb €€ KOoJibLia.

CumMca nexana HenoaBHXHo. TeM BpeMeHeM 3acc cocko-
Yuna ¢ caHed M C NOMOUIBIO 3A0POBOTO KpbLIa, ONMPAsiCh Ha
€ro KOXMCTbIH KOHEU, ABMHYNAch K GacceiiHy, Boaa KOTopo-
ro ocTaBajlach COBEpPLUEHHO HENMONBUXHOM, C POBHOM, HUYEM
HE NOTPEBOXEHHON NMOBEPXHOCTDIO.

MOXHO 1M MONOXHUTLCA Ha MWHCTHMHKT 30pcaja, ropasio
bonee ocTpblii, yeM y mioaei? 3HAYUT JIU 3TO, YTO Bolda B
6acceiiHe 6e3BpenHa? [leBylka nonbiTajack CeCTb, NO3BaTh.
NpH3BLIB NpPO3BYYan efie CAbIHO. 3acc He obpaTia Ha Hero
HMKAKOTO BHMMAHHs, €€ uenb Gblia COBEpPIIEHHO SCHA, OHa
H30 BCEX CHJ TMNOJ3Na MO cepeOpsTHOMY NMECKy M HaKOHel
nobpanach no kpas 6acceiiHa.

C HErpOMKHM TOPXECTBYIOLIHM KPHKOM OHa NMOANPBITHY-
J1a M TUTIoXHynach B Bony Ho He morpysmnacse, a noruisuia no
MOBEPXHOCTH, CJIOBHO Bola ObUla HacTOJIbKO IUIOTHas, 4YTO
noaaepXxuBajla €€ MajJleHbKOE TeJlo. 340poBoe KPbUIO LIMPO-
KO pacIulacTajioch o Boje, APYTOe TOXE — HAcKOJbKO O6bUI0
Bo3MoxHo. [lotoM 3acc npunoaHsiia roloBy Ha AJIMHHOM
uiee, NMOJIOXWIa Ha 300pOBOe KpbUIO M 3aKpbuia CBOM 60Jib-
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wre ma3sa. CTajno coBeplIeHHO OY€BUIHO, YTO OHA Hacjax-
IaJiach. s

PsanoM ¢ CuMcoii uto-To 1eBeabHYyNoCch. Ho AeBylka yxe
CJIMIIKOM yCTajla, YTOObI MOBEPHYTH IosioBy. U TyT B nose eé
3peHHus TmoKasaucs 4Yyxke3demell. OH Ha Xogy paccTersyin
KOCTIOM, 3aTeM cHsan ero; Cumca mnoHsuia 3ayeM. CHoBa
MomneiTajlach BO3pa3suTh U HE CMOIJa.

Teno ero 6vuio Genee TyMaHa. be3 omexnabl oH Kasascs
eul€ KpynHee, MaccuBHee. ToM MpolIEN No mecky, oToias B
CTOpPOHY, 4TOOBI He noMeluaTh 3acc, U He HBLIPHYJ, a CJIOBHO
ynay Briepén, Kak OyaTo 3To AeiicTBMe 3abpasio mocjieaHue
OCTaTKM ero 3Hepruu. Tejo ero MeaIeHHO TNOBEPHYNOCH,
Morpy3uBlIMCL B BoAy He OoJsiee TynoBHLIa 3opcana. ToM
IUTbLI, JIMLIOM KBEpXY, 3aKpbIB IVla3a, TPydb €ro CHOKOHHO
NOAHUMAJIACh M OMYCKa/lach CJIOBHO B Ge3MATEXKHOM CHE.

CuMca cMOTpeia, ¥ B HEH POC/I0O HEYKPOTHMOE XeJIaHHeE.
Eii ToXe yXacHO XOTEIOCh MCIBITaTh, YTO OOHAPYXWIH €&
CcnyTHUKHU. M BHe3anHo AeBylliKa MOHsJA, YTO IUIaYeT, NOTO-
My 4TO He MOXET NPHCOEAUHUTLCS K HUM. U ckopo cnésbl u
OTYasiHUe MOTPY3WIM €€ BO TbMY, COMKHYBLUYIOCS BOKPYT.

I'naea 9

CuMca nexana B INOCTeNH, NMpHUHABLIEH ¢opMy eé Tena,
OHa CJIOBHO CTaJla 4acTblO 3TOH MOCTENH, HEBEPOATHO yno6-
HOH, AeBYlLIKa M He 3Hajla, YTO Takue cyllecTByloT. Ho B
ry6MHe OylIM OHa ollyulaja NnoTpeGHOCTh JBUIraThcs, OTKa-
3aTbCsl OT 3TOTO KOBAapHOIo ynoOCTBa, BEpHYTbCA B MUP.

OTkpbiB rMa3a, CHMca yBHAENa MEHSIOUIYIOCH, CTPYSLIYIO-
¢, B3ABIMAIOWIYIOCS TNOBEPXHOCTb, IOXOXYI0 Ha obnako.
Huxorna B XH3HH He HUCMBITLIBAIA OHA TAKOIO YIOBJICTBOpE-
HUS, CTIOBHO Npe6biBasi B MUPHOM CHE, B KOTOPOM N03a6bIThI
Bce 6onM M yctanocTb. [eBylika MelJICHHO MOAHSANA OAHY
pyky. Eif ka3anoch, YTOo noka oHa norpyxeHa B 3Ty BEJIMKO-
JIEMTHYIO anaTHIo, y He€ HET He0OOXOAUMOCTH AeaTh ObICTphLIE
ABUXKEeHMsA. BMecTe ¢ pykoii wieBenbHYn0Ch Beé Teno. OKasbl-
BaeTCsl, OHA JIEXHUT He Ha YEM-TO TBEPIOM...
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AnaTHyHoe COCTOsIHMe Hcye3no. Cumca HIENnHyna obeu-
MM pyKaMH, NepeBepHYJach, 1o1oBa ¥ AMLO MOTPY3HIHCH BO
yTO-TO MsIrKoe. IlepenyranHas, HanpsAras Tejo, OHa NoMNbITa-
Jlach GOpOTBbCS, BHIPBATbCA M3 TOTO, YTO €€ AEPXUT.

— TIMomoxau... 1eXn CNOKOHHO.

CumMca 3abunach eué cwibHee. Ho Tyt e€ cxmBatwin 3a
BOJIOCH H NMOAHSUIM rosiopy. OHa CHOBa NepeBepHYNach, TaK
YTO JIMLIO 0Ka3aJIOCh HaBepXy H OHa cMoria abiaTth. OfHakKo
IeBYLIKY He OTITyCTWIH, HAanpOTHUB, Kylda-TO MNOTSHYIH B
3TOM BellleCTBe, KOTOpPO€ ropa3io IUIOTHEE BOAbI.

IloToM rosoBa e€ omycTWIach Ha YTO-TO TBEpPIOE, JHLO
oKaszanoch nopepx poanl. CuMca NpoOTSHy/la PyKH, oxuaas,
YTO NOYYBCTBYET TOJILKO BOly, HO OKa3aJloCh, YTO €€ HamnoJi-
OBHHY BbITALUWIH U3 GacceiiHa. Ynupasich pyKaMHM U HOTaMH,
OHa CMOIJIa BBHIMOJ3TH Ha MATKMH NECOK, MOYTH TaKoH Xe
ynoOHbIi, KaK U BoAa B GacceiiHe.

Cumca cena. E€ TEMHoe Tes10 CTpaHHO KOHTPacTHPOBAJIO C
cepebpoM necka M BeaukosienueM bacceitHa. 1 oHa 6buia
BOBCe He MOKpas. Bo3ayx C/IOBHO BNHUTBIBAJ BJIary ¢ KOXH.
JleBylika nogHsiia pyky, yro6bl OTOpPOCHTL Npsiib BOJOC CO
n6a Ha reun. Jlaxe Bosoch 6bUTH JasieKO He TaKHe MOKpbIe,
KaK BO BpeMsl BO3BpallleHUIi paHHHUMH YTpaMH M3 TOXOHOB
cpeaM POCHCTBIX KYCTOB No OeperaM peKM Ha OKpaHHax
Kykcoprana.

OnHako ecjM 3Ta Bola U He yBIaXHsJa, OHa COBeplUMaa
HeyTo coBeplLIeHHO MHoe: CHMca BHOBb Nomnaja Bo BJacTh
OlIylIeHHI, KOTOpBIE 4YyTb HE YyTpaTWila BO BpeMsSl CBOero
BHe3anHoro npobyxneHus. Koxa y He€ cTana Kpenkas U —
yucras, TakoM 4Yucrod CuMca BooOlIe €€ He MOMHWIA.
JeByiika nonorHyna Horn. be3 Tpsanok, 6e3 caHpanmii, Ha
HUX He GbUIO BMAHO HM LapanMWHbl, HH BONABLIPS, HU ylH6a.
Teno e€ yynecHrIM 06pa3oM o6HOBUIOCH, CTaslo cBOGOAHOE H
310pOBOC.

CuMca MEAJIEHHO NpoBesia PyKaMH MO Tejy, MO MajeHb-
KM BBICOKMM TIpyIsM, NO Y3KOH TajllUM, MO XyIdbIM, €1Ba
3aKpYTIEHHBIM 6€apaM. TIprKocHOBEeHHE COGCTBEHHBIX Naib-
UeB ollyulajoch Kak Jacka, JI000BHOe mNorjlaxXHBaHHe,
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JOCTABISUIO YAOBOJILCTBME, Ha KOTOpPOE€ OHa OTBeTWIA He-
TPOMKMM HH3KHM 3BYKOM, KaK oOTBeyaeT 3acc, Koraa €€
DIaJaT, MeQJIEHHO M OCTOPOXHO MOYECHIBAIOT Y OCHOBAaHUA
AQHTEHH.

lonoa M xaxna, Koropbie CHMMca MCHBbITHIBAIA Ha IYTH
cloia, YIeTYYWINCh, NMPeBPaTWINCh B CMyTHble BOCIIOMHMHa-
HHsl, CJIOBHO NyTeLIECTBHE IO IMYCTbIHE COBEPLUWI KTO-TO
apyroii. JleBylika COHHO B3IVIIHY/Ia Ha PYKY: KOJbLIO MOBEP-
HYJI0Ch, KPEeNOCTb Tenepb ropio BO3BbIllIajIach HaJl NajlbLIAMH.
OHa ObUia mpaBa: Henmpo3padyHbIH KaMeHb HMes abconmoTHO
TOT X€ LBET, YTO M XHUAKOCTb, U3 KOTOpPOi OHa TONLKO 4YTO
Boiuuia. CuMca rpoMKo paccMesuiach. OHa YyBCcTBOBaIa cebs
TaK, CJIOBHO BBIIWIA MOJHLIN GoKan rycroro BHHa. Kak-to
pa3 oauH U3 xuteneit Hop, xenas 3acayXurh pacnoioxeHHe
®DeprBap, Korga Ta 6bula 60JbHA, TPUHEC €M OYTBUIKY BHHA.

DepBap MeJKMMH INIOTKAMH C HacJIaXIeHUEM OITyCTOLIHU-
na 6yreuiKy. Korma crapyxa ycHyna, CuMca, ocMeleB,
nornpo6oBaa, YTO OCTAIOCh OT MOCJeAHero NioTka. BuHo Bo
pTy OBUIO NMpOXJadHbIM, a B XedyoKe — ropsaduM. IloroM
KaKoe-TO BpeMs [eBylIKe Ka3ajoch, YTO y He€ BbIPOCIH
KpbUIbSl H OHa MOXET NOAHATLCA B HOYHON BO3AYX HE XyXe
3opcajioB. Temepb OHa ollyllajia TaKyl Xe cBobogy. OHa
LIMPOKO pa3Bejla pyKH M MCIyCTMJIa Tpejb, KOTOpO¥ Noa3bl-
BaJla 30pcaJioB.

OHM npwieTesn, pa3aBUras KpbUlbsIMH TyMaH, H 3aKpyXH-
auch Hag Hei. I'nmsags Ha HuX, CHMca NOYYBCTBOBaja, Kak
caMH co00ii Haa roJloBoii y He€ IOIHMMAIOTCA BOJIOCHI.
HoBasi 3Heprusi, 3amojHMBLIas TeJO, Ka3ajoch, Npuaana
COOCTBEHHYI0 XH3Hb M €€ BoJlocaM. TYT MocjbHUaICcs elué
OJIMH BO3Ijiac, U M3 GacceifHa BbiOpanach 3acc.

Ho 4yto-TO B Heil nmoka3zajoch NeByLIKE CTPaHHBIM. 3acc
NleXaja Ha IOBEPXHOCTH BOAbl, HE TNOIPyXasch, WIHPOKO
PacKpbIB 300poBOe KpbUlo. 3popoBoe Kpbulo?.. CHMca naxe
B3APOTHYNA, BbIBENE€HHAss M3 COCPeNOTOYEHHOCTH Ha caMoii
cebe U cBoMx yyBcTBax. Beab 3TO KpbUIO Beceraa 6bulo COrHy-
To, He pa3rubanoch, a Tenepb OHO pacnpaMwiock. KoHeuHo,
OHO ObUIO He Takoe, KaK paHbllic, KaK Ipyroe 310pOoBOE
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KpbUIO; HO BCE Xe M He TaKoe COrHyToe, KakuM 6bLio,
"HeCMOTpSI Ha Bce cTapaHust CHMCHI.

3acc noarumbLia K Kpaw 6acceiiHa, BbiOpanach U3 HEro H
3aMaxajla KpbUIbSIMH B BO3ayxe, OGOJIbHBIM TOYTH TaK Xe
3HeprHYHO, KaK 370poBbIM. [loToM OHa rpoMko 3akpuyana,
npbiras Ha BceX 4eThipeéx sanax Kk CuMce, pa3maxusasi obou-
‘MM KpbUTBSIMH. 3acc IBHO TpeGoBasia, YTO6bI AeByLIKA o6paTivia
BHHMaHHE Ha €€ BbI3ZOPOBJIECHHE.

M 1y CumMca Bcé BcnoMHwia! OHa He onHa. M1 oHa He
MOMHHUT, KaK BXOAWIA B 3TOT CTpaHHLIN OacceiiH, KaK CHU-
MaJjia M3HOUIEHHYIO IpA3HYylo oaexay. I'ne xe Tom?

CTosl Ha KOJIeHsAX, oHa ObicTpo orasaenack. M cHopa
NMOYyBCTBOBAJa, YTO HAaXOAUTCA BHYTPH Yaluu. TymaH He cran
pexe. HanpoTus, eit nokasanock, 4To AbIMKa cryctuiacs. Ha
cepe6psIHOM neckKe cielbl COBCEM He coxpaHsuiuck. Kak
TOJILKO TepeABUTaellbCsl, OH Cpa3y 3arloJIHSieT YTIyOneHHue,
TaK YTO He OCTAaETCA HHMKAKOIO cjiela OT TOJILKO YTO JieXaB-
wero 3aech Tena. YyTb B CTOpPOHE AeBYllUKa yBHIENa CBOIO
onexuny.

CumMca BcTasa, orjsnena OKpyXHOCTb OacceitHa. BHyTpu
TyYMaHHBIX CTEH HHKOTO He 6bu10 BUgHO. IlocnenHee, 4yto oHa
NMOMHWIA, 3TO KaK YyXe3eMel cOpachiBaj CBOK OAEXAY.
JeBymika 6bicTpo B3rJIsiHyNa B TOM HanpaBJeHHWH, e No-
JDXEH GbLN NexXaTb €ro KocTioM. TaM HHuero He 6bu10. YTO Xe
¢ Heii mpousouuio?

JlomxHo 6bITh, YyXe3eMel pa3nen e€ U oTHEC B bacceliH.
CuMca HeCKOIbKMMHU LuaramMu nobpanacs 10 cBoeit onexab! U
NpUHANACh eC OCMAaTpUBaTh; ABa APEBHUX yKpallleHUs, Me-
WoyYyeK ¢ cepcOpoM, Tak OTArolLABLUKI €€ pyKaB B NyTH, —
BCE OCTaJIOCh Ha MecTe.

CMopluuB HOC, AeBYLIKA TPOHYJa O6pIOKH. HHXKHee Genbe,
KOXaHY10 KypTKy. O1HO 1L NPHKOCHOBEHHE K HUM JeNano
e€ rpasHoii, CuMca noyyBCTBOBa/a, YTO He Xo4eT Gombiue ux
BuaeTb. Ho Bcé, yTo oHa Hecna ¢ co6oif, no-npexHemy 6bL10
3nech: TPSANKa, B KOTOPYIO 3aBEPHYTO OXepeJibe, el€ OlHa
Tpsinka ¢ GpacneTom.

N BOoT B 3TOM CTpaHHOM MecTe, NOJAHOM cepebpucToro
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cusHug, CuMca pa3sBepHyna oba ykpauweHus. CHayasna oHa
HaJesa 6pacieT Ha cBo€ xynoe 3amnscTbe. OH He ObUI NpeaHa-
3HaYeH IJ1S TAKUX, KaK OHa, — CJIMIIKOM MacCUBEH, CIAMLIKOM
WHpoK. OXepeabe C €ro CBETVIO-3€NEHBIMM KAMHSAMH —
JeBylIKa JOCTajla BBITAHYTHI KycouyeK cepebpa, coeaMHHIA
MM pa3opBaHHbIe 3BeHbsl M Hallesla COKPOBMllE ceOe Ha LIelO.
XosonHOE Ha OlIyTib, OHO MSTKO JIeIJIO el Ha IUIe4H, 3eMeE-
Hble KAMHH ONYCTWIHCh MeX rpylaeH, a AJIMHHAas NoJBecKa
elBa He Kacaiach nosica. CHMce NMOHPAaBWIOCh HOBOE OLIY-
weHe. MeTayul noka3asicss TakKMM NPHUATHBIM, XOPOLIMM.
OHa noyyBcTBOBaJIa, YTO, KaK M KOJIbLIO, OXEpeabe NPUHaa-
JIEXUT €d Mo TpaBy. .

CuMmca cHoBa 3aBs3asia MellodeK c cepebpoMm. Uyxkak
IOJKeH ObUT HalTH COKpPOBHLIA, Koraa pasaeBani e€. OqHako
OH ocTaBMJ MX eii. OH...

Ho rae xe oH?

[eByiika noBepHyiach, BHUMaTeIbHO OCMaTpHUBasl yauly c
bacceifHOM, oxepeJibe IJIadKO CKOJIL3HYJO Mo Teay. Bece Tpu
3opcajla BepHY/JIMChb B BOAy M IUIaBaJiM, KakK 3acc, Koria
IeBYLUKa BriepBble €€ yBUAEA.

Ho .onMHHOro cBETJIOro Tejaa HUIAe He ObLIO BHUOHO, HE
BUIHO OBUIO M Ipyabl oAeXxabl Ha necke. HeT... A npuBoawIn
JM OoHHU cioga caHnu? CHMce Ka3ajloch, YTO OHa 3TO NOMHMT.
Tem He MeHee caHeil Toxe He Obulo. JleBylliKa cxaja Kynax,
6alUHM KoJibUa Bpe3ajlich €il B 1aJOHb, BbI3BaB JIETKY10 60JIb.
OHa ocrtanach 0Ha, U y He€ HeT HM MaJleiilliero npecrasie-
HHUSl, B KaKOM HamnpaBjJeHMM MIATH, C KaKOH CTOPOHBI OHHM
NpHULLUIHY, KyAa B 3TOM TyMaHe el HamnpaBUTbCA.

YaoBneTBopeHHe, OLUYLIEHHE 300POBbSA, KOTOPOE OHA HC-
nbiTasa, NMPOCHYBIUMCH, Mcyes3no. [deBylika HaKJIOHWIAch M
Hayajla OleBaTbCsl, XOTA €l U He XOTeJOCh NPUTPAruBaThcs K
rpsi3HoM noTHoM onexne. Eciu eit ynactcs yroBopuTh 30pca-
10B MIOKMHYTb 06acceiiH, CMOIyT M OHM YyKa3aTb €i BbIxoa?
[NoueMy yyxe3emel MOKMHYA e€ 3nech?

3aBsa3biBasg nosic, CuMca NpU3bIBHO 3allésikaia. BHavane
€l Ka3anochb, YTO OTBJIEYDb 30pCaNoB OT OacceifHa He yaacTcs.
Ho BoT 3acc ¢ nmoMolubio HCKaleYeHHOro Kpbula, KOTOPLIM



OHa TeMnepb BIIOJIHE YCMELIHO MOJIb30BaJIach, MOBEPHYyJa M
HamnpaBwiach K Oepery, ABa MOJIOJABIX 30pcajia MOC/EeIOBAIH
3a MaTephio.

OHY BBIOpIHCH Ha CepeOpsSTHBIN NecoK M NMOUUIM K Hel,
He NMOOHMUMAsiCh B BO3AYX, IJIs1A4 Ha HE€ OTPOMHBIMU IJla3aMHU
C TEMHBIMM KOJIbLIAaMHM BOKPYT, KOTOpble NPHIABAIM UX MOp-
JI0YKaM Takoe NMOHMMalollee BbIpaXeHMe.

CuMca caenan xecT, Ha KOTOPBIN NMpUyYHsa UX pearnupo-
BaTh HEMENJIEHHO, TaK OHAa Hampas/sja UX B pa3BelKy, — H
Pe3KO KpUKHYJA.

JIBa 30pcajia MOCJYIIHO MOAHSUTMCh B BO3AYX, pa3Gpachl-
Basg IECOK B3MaxaMM KpbUlbeB. Pa3BepHyB aHTeHHBI, OHU
0GorHynu 6acceiiH, Msias HapyXy, B KOJBILIYUIWHCA TyMaH.

JleBylllka HaKJIOHWJIach, YToObI nogobpaTh 3acc, M moca-
auna e€ cebe Ha IUIeYO, MCNBITHIBAas- CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO
yOOBJETBOPEHHs, Koraa OoJibLIMEe KOITH BIWIMCH B ofexXay,
eIBa He KOCHYBLUMCh KOXH.

IToaHsaB ronosy, CuMca BHMMaTeJbHO TPUCIYIINBAJACh.
3aech ObUIO TaK THXO, YTO OHa CJbILIajia B3MaxH KpbUILCB
3opcaoB B Bo3ayxe. OHa noaHecna pyky Ko pty, cobupasch
no3Bath. Ho Tak M He pelumnace.

HanpoTus, oHa caMa ToXe cTajna obxoautb GacceiiH. Ka-
Kag-ToO WUIIO3MS 3peHHUs Jejlajla ero MeHblue, Y4eM Ha caMOM
Jene, notoMy 4ro CyMca 1w1a A0JIro, HO A0 NMPOTHBONOJIOX-
HOIo Kpas yallM Tak M He goobpanacb. U Tyr oaMH u3
30pCajioB ¢ KpPUKOM NMOIHSAJICS BhILIE U YCTPEMMJICS MPSIMO B
TyMaH, BTOpOii — 3a HHUM.

AHTeHHBl 3acc 3acTbUIM, KaK XECTKHE CTEpXHH, OHH
6N HanpabJieHbl Tyaa xe. CuMmca nepeBena apixaHue. OHa
He 3Hajla, HailleH JIM cjiel NCYE3HYBIIero yyxesemua, HO
IEWCTBMA 30pPCAJIOB SICHO CBUACTE/ILCTBOBAJIMU, YTO B TOM
HanpaB/leHUH MPOUCXOAUT YTO-TO UHTEPECHOE.

HeByllike He XOoTeNoch NoKKUAaTh bacceiiH, B KOTOPOM OHa
HCIbITaNa TaKoe CMOKOMCTBHE M pamocTb ayxa. Ho cuuers
3ech 6eCKOHEYHO OHA TOXE He MOIIa. A TO, YTO MCYE3IH U
caHM, 3acTaBisUlo e€ NoBepHTh, 4To ToM yiwuen HaBceraa. Ho
noyeMmy oH Gpocun eé...
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Crena TymaHa npubmkanack. CuMca cHsana 3acce ¢ reya
M IepXana mnepen cob6oif, 4yro6mpl cJeaAUTb 3a AHTCHHaMM,
KOTOpble MOCTENMEHHO MEHSUIM HampaB/leHHe: TO ABa liara
Hamnpaso, TO 4YyTb JieBee. CHMcE Ka3ajlochb, YTO OHH NpOAo-
XaloT KPYXHUTb Bo3ne bacceitHa, HO APYyrMX NMPOBOAHUKOB Yy
He€ He 6bL10O.

Bckope necok noa HoraMH INpornaj, ¥ AeBylIKa 3alui€nana
no xamHio. CaHIaIMu M TPSNKHU, KOTOPbIMH OHa oOMaTbIBasia
HOTM, COBCEM H30PBAJIUCh, GOJIbIIE OHa MX MCMOJBL30BaTh He
MorJia, NpUAETca MOTH O6ocukoM, M CuHMmca paccyuTbIBajIa
TOJNIBKO Ha 3aTBEpAEBLUYIO 32 FOAbl TAKOH X0AbLObI KOXY CBOUX
nogouiB. [Toka nmoa HoraMM BIaXHbIH KaMeHb, OHa MOXET
MIATH CIIOKOIHO.

AHTeHHB 3acc, BCA €€ rojioBKa HEOXMIAHHO PEe3KO Io-
BEPHYAHUCh BrNpaBo. JleByllIKa NMOCAYIIHO CBEpHYJIa B TOM
Hanpasnenuu. Eif xa3anoch, YTo TyMaH CTAaHOBUTCS pexe, M
YyTh MO3Xe €€ OlIylIeHHe NMOATBEPAWIOCh: OHAa OKa3ajlach B
cepoii BOpPOHKe, Beayllei K Hayaly y3koro npoxoaa. Bnpo-
yeM, IeBylllKa ObLIa yBEpEHa, YTO 3TO He TOT Mpoxol, Yyepe3
KOTOpBIH OHM BOLWIM ClOIa: 3TOT YXOAWN BNEpPEN POBHO, a
Briepeay He GbUIO HUKAKOM JIECTHULIBI.

IToBepxHOCTh OCTaBajlach poBHO#, H CuMca Oblna yBepe-
Ha, YTO 3TO He TpPHUPOAHOE SABJIEHHE, XOTHd €€ OKpYXalH
rpybble CcTeHBl, GOJIbllle MOXOXHE HA CTEHbI Mellepbl, KOTO-
pas ¢ Hayana BpeMéEH JIEXHT B cepaue rop.

IIyTb cKBO3b TYMaH HE CMOT JIMILIWTDb €€ OLIYyLIeHHs 3[0-
POBbBs ¥ Gnaronosyy4yusi, KOTOpo¢ OHa NOYYBCTBOBAJIa, Bblilas
u3 OGacceitHa. (IToyeMy OH ywIEN, He AOXIABUIMCHL e€?).
CuMca He 6osuiach — noka euié Het. Ckopee cepamnach u3-
3a 3TOrO NpeaaTeIbCTBA: YyXKe3eMell YIUEN, OCTaBWI e€, MOXET
OBbITb, Ha CMEPTb.

I'HeB cMeWMBaJICS C yauBIeHHeM. JleByluika He MOHMMana
NpHYHHEI ero nocrymnka. Ecnmn tonbko... rnasa e€ 4yrh cys3u-
JICh... €CJIM TOJIBKO OH He 3HaeT ropasao 6osbllie 0 TOM, YTO
ckprto B Xectokux I'opax, u He XO4eT HH C KeM HEMTLCA
cBoeit Haxonkoi. Ho Torna 3ayem oH 3aBEn €€ Tak ganexo?
Benp ToM Mor 6pocHTb €€ B MycTbIHE M GBITH YBEPEHHBIM B
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.66 cMepTH. 3ayeM ObLUIO NMOOHMUMATb €€ HA 3TOT YyTEC, C
KoToporo cBucaino yynosuuie? [loueMy oH He Opocun eé,
KOraa cWibl €€ noaouuiu K KoHuy? Ero moctynku He yknansl-
BAJIMCh B pa3yMHOE OObSICHEHHE.

Yem Oosbllie OHA YymIyOJisjiach B IPOXOA, TEM MeEHblue
cBeTa gaBas TymMaH. Ho Bnepeau nokasasncs Apyroit HCTOYHHMK'
CBETa, sipye, MOXeT, NMPOCTO NJHEeBHOH cBeT. CuMca 3aTtopo-
Muwiach Tyla, He Xejas 3aJepXHUBaTbCsA B MOA3EMHOM MUpE,
KOTOpPOTro OHa He MOHMUMAJa, JaXe €CJM efl NpeacTosio
ONHO# M 6e3 NpOJYKTOB M BOAbI CHOBA BCTPETUTLCH C MYCThI-
Hell.

Ho BbllLIa OHA OTHIOAB HE B MYCTBLIHIO, XOTSl Ha IOJIOBOH
BHOBb 3acHUslo G6e3xanocTHoe conHue. Hanporus, oHa oka-
3ajach B KAMEHHO# siMe, KBaJpaTHoO#i no ¢opme. 310 ObLIO
MOX0X€E Ha 3ajl, HanoJIOBUHY BbIPYOJIeHHbII# B kaMHe. Han
roJioBOM 3MsL10 MHOXECTBO OTBEPCTHIi, B KOTOpble HeKoraa
MOI/IM YTIMPaTbCcsi KOJIOHHBI, NMooAepXUBaBLIWE OPYTHE 3Ta-
XM, 3opcaibl JeTaIM TaM B3ad M Brepél M HeTepneJMBO
KpHYasH.

Ho neBywika noaHuManach OCTOPOXHO, NpoBepsisl KaxX-
AbliA war. Huyero moxoxero Ha CTyneHH He ObUIO BHOHO,
BO3MOXHO, KOrga elié CyLIECTBOBAJIM BEpXHHME 3TaXH, Ha
HHUX MOXHO ObUIO NOAHATLCA Yepe3 NoTaiiHble ABEPH WIK MO
JiecTHHUaM. . 3aTO Y caMOM CTE€Hbl BISUIUCh Tpydbl IUIOTHO
NPWIEralowmx ApyT K Apyry o6paboTaHHBIX KaMHeil. CuMca
BHIENA HA HUX cienbl orHs. OHU MOYTH UCYE3NTH, HO Koe-Tae
MO-TIPCXKHEMY OCTaBAIMCh YEPHbIE OCTAaTKH pa3pyLUCHHH.

JeByiuka no kKaMHsAM BckapabKanach [0 NepBoro nposajia
B CTeHe, HHUUIM, B KOTOPYID OHa CMorjia npobpaTbcsi M
paccMOTpeTb, YTO HAXOAMTCS HENOCPEeACTBEHHO Hal HeH.
HecoMHeHHO, 30ech Koraa-To BO3BbIlllajiaCh OrpoMHasi Kpe-
NOCTb, C KOTOpOil He CpaBHUTCS HH OAMH 3aMOK JIOPAOB
unbauii, 1M6o HebOBLIOH ropon.

Bo MHoOrmx Mecrax cieHbl COXPaHWJIHCh NPOCTO NpeBOC-
XONHO, M TNOMMMO TNpOYero cpeau KaMHelh OOHMIBHO
npou3pacrana 3eneHb. [IpU4EM Takasg pocKollHasi TaM, Tae
CuMca oxuaana yBuaeTh BbIXOKEHHYIO MYCTBIHIO, YTO A€BYLU-
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Ka B YIUBJICHHMH MHIajla CHOBa M CHOBa; BHayajle OHa pelIy-
N1a, YTO 3TO MHpaX, Kakoii BUIAT B mycThiHe. Ho 3eneHb He
Hcyesana.

. TIpaAMoO Hag He¥ cTeHbl ObUIM TaK yBUTBI PACTEHHSIMH, YTO
TONBKO KOe-TA€ BLICTYNaJl KaMeHb. OTH KaMHHM TOpYaJH B
CTpOroM MnopsiaKe, ¥ KaXIblii npeacTaB/sl U3 cebs rosony,
BaBoe Gonblue 4yenopeyeckoi. OHa NpHHsAIAch paccMaTpH-
BaTb 3TM H3BasgHHUA U He HalUla JaXe OBYX OAMHAKOBBIX.
Cpead HHUX nonajaiuch H3o6paxeHusi XMUBOTHbIX: CuMca
6bLna yBepeHa, yTo 6aypkaiiuias cKyJapnTypa ciesiaHa ¢ 30pca-
Jla, npaBaa, ¢ OTOMTBIMM Y CaAaMOTO Yepena aHTeHHaMu. [lpyrue
— vYeJjloBeYeCKUE M3BasiHUsI, Bce HHAWBMIYyaJbHble, HaBep-
HOe, MOPTPeTbl HEKOraa OO6UTABLIMX TYT JIoAeH.

Cumca nerko Morna 6bl MepecKoYMTb Ha BepX IOpyrom
CTeHbl, WMpHuHOiIi B ynuuy Kykcoprana. PasmsnbiBasg e€,
IeBylIKa 3aMeTHa NlepBoe N0Ka3aTeJbCTBO TOro, YTO 30pca-
JIbl BedyT €€ Mo cieny yyxedemua. B Macce pacturenbHOCTH
npoJsiera cjiej UIMPUHOI B CaHH, a Janbllie Y OAHOTO JepeBa
Topyanu obropeBuive BETBH.

ToM, no-BHIHMOMY, NPOXOAMJ 3€Ch U WIEN OYEHb ObICT-
po, NpokiaabiBas agopory B 3apocisax. CuMca nogymaia, 4To
MOXXET CIIOKOHHO MOMTH 3a HMM: 30pcajlbl TNpenynpensr €€,
KOTZa oHa Npu6bau3uTca. A oHa HaMepeHa ObUla MATH 3a HUM,
XoTsa 6b1 A TOoro, yrobbl y3HaTh, Kyda OH YLIEIN.

Ha BepXy cTeHbl Bclony ObUTM BUAHBI CJiedbl TOPOTUIMBOTO
npoxoaa. CrnyTHuK® CHMChHI MPOAOJIXAJIM KPpHUYaTh Y Heé Haa
ronoBoii. KoHeyHo, TeM caMbIM OHHM coO6IIAlOT BCEM, KTO
MOXET CJIeIUTb, YTO OHA 3/€Ch.

ITpoxons MMMO obropesliero Aepepa, AeBYylIKa OCTAHOBH-
Jach ¥ ocMoOTpena ero. Xopolio M3BECTHO, YTO y 3BE3AHBIX
moaei ectb cTpaliHoe opyxHe. Ho mo ux cobGcTBeHHOMY
3aKOHY, KOTOPOIO OHH CTPOTO NpHAEPXUBAIHCb, TAKOE OpY-
XHe Hesb3sl MPOHOCHTb Ha IUIaHeThl, moaobHuie 3Toi. Ho
Belb U MPHUOOp, KOTOPBbIH OOJNIerYWn cCaHH, MPOHOCHTH TOXE
Henb3s. Ecnn ToM Hapylinia oAMH 3aKOH, YTO YAEPXHT €ro OT
HapylieHHs apyroro?

Cnenpl oxora eii He mMoHpaBwiMch, U CHMca npouua
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MHMO OYE€Hb OCTOpPOXHO. KTO MoXeT MOHATH 3THX MHOIIA-
HeTsAH? X o6bluaMm, Kolekc NMoBedeHUsS COBCEM HMHbIE; OHA
HMX, BO3MOXHO, M He cnocoOHa MNOHATb. TOMOM ABHUXET
HEoOXOAUMOCTb, MHAYe OH HE OKa3ajicsi Obl TaK Jajieko B
MycTbIHE, He nob6pancs 6bl cioa.

Mepen Heit BcTana Hopass creHa. CTYNeHbIO Ha Heé ciy-
XHWI0 H3BasgHUE — JIMUO TaKoe YyxacHoe, 4yto CuHmca
NMOYYBCTBOBAJNA, KaK XO0JOOOK Mnpobexan mno cnuHe. Ectb
IEeMOHbI M 3JIble CylIecTBa, KOTOPbIMH MYTAIOT AeTeil, KOTO-
pble MOTYT SIBUTbCA B KowuMape. [naasa Ha 3to auuo, Cumca
B3AparMBaza, oulylas McXojsilee OT Hero 3Jo.

OHa o6GHapyxuia, 4TO CJIOXWIa Najiblibl B 3HaK, KOTOPBIM
xuteaun Hop otroHsior 3nylo cyabby (a cyabba ux Beeraa
HETIOCTOsSIHHA M NMepeMeHuMBa). [1noxuM B 3TOM M3006paxc-
HJH GbLJIO HE TO, YTO 3TO IPOTECKHA MACKa ThMbl M HEHABUCTH
(CuMca ouuyliana gaxe CTPaHHYIO KpacoTy W3BasiHUs, MpH-
KOBbIBaBIUYIO B3IJISI1), HO XXECTOKOCTb, XaIHOCTh W 31064,
KOTOpbIE€ CKa3bIBalOTCS B HEM.

YT106bI 1O0OpaTHCS 10 Bepxa cjcaylolei CTEHbI, OHA A0JIXK-
Ha 6bl1a BCTaTb Ha 3Ty ronoBy. Pa3maBiieHHbIl cTebenb
CBUAETENLCTBOBAI, YTO MMEHHO TaK NMOCTYTMJ TOT, KOTO OHa
npeciengoBana. Ho AeByluke Ka3zajloch, YTO €CJIM OHAa TOXC
CTYTIUT Ha TOJIOBY, TO MOYYBCTBYET MO HOTOW He KaMEHb, a
MJIOTb, XOJIOAHYIO U CMEPTOHOCHYIO MJIOTD!

CumMmca cTucHyna 3y6bl. Henb3g no3BonuTb, 4ToObl Takue
daHTazuu Mewanu eii. OHa U3 Hop u Bumena HeMano 3na,
OHa JOCTaTOYHO 3HAaeT ero, YToObl He MOMACTb B JIOBYLUKY.

JeByliKa ObICTPO CTYNHIA Ha TFOJIOBY M, KaK TOJIbKO obpe-
Jla paBHOBecHe, MNMpOTSAHYJa PyKy BBEpX, yXBaTWjiach 3a Kpai
CTeHbl W MOAHSIAcCh Ha He€, He B CHJIAX HE TOPOIHUTLCS.
I'mranTckoe nuuo 6bUIO Tak peanbHo, He daHTa3us KaKoro-
TO M3BPALIEHHOTO XYAOXHHUKA, a CKOpee NMOPTPET C HATyphl.
Ho ecau 310 mopTpeT Mx npaBuTes, TOraa y KpenocTH... WiH
ropoa... yXXacHasi UICTOPHSI.

C KpbllIM, Ha KOTOPOii OHa oKa3anach -— 3TO Oblna BOBce
HEe BEpLIMHA CTEHbl, a Kpbllla, — AeByLIKa yBMAENAa BHU3Y
€€ oauH OoNBLIOH ABOP. BO3MOXHO, AaXe PLIHOYHYIO NJO-



ab, rae JOJroe BpeMsa paCTHTEILHOCTh HMYTO HE TPEBOXH-
no. JlepeBbs cIUIOWIb NMEpEIVIENH JIHAHBI, BBICOXIUIHME KYCTBI
TOpYaJIi CpPeM CBOMX NOTOMKOB MM [APYTMX PpacTEeHUH,
3ayIIMBLINX MX. A IIPAMO NOJ HEll paCKMHYJICS HE3apOoCLUMH
Y4acTOK MOCTOBOH, pa3MepoM C KphIlly.

Ha HEM CTOSUIM caHH, BeCh Ipy3 JieXasl Ha MecTe, HU ONH
y3en He O6bU1 pa3BszaH. M HHU ciena yyxeseMmua.

JBrxeHueM pyku CuMca mnocjaja 30pcajioB BHHM3, B pac-
THUTeNbHOCTb. OHH NPOHECIIUCh Hall HEIO, U3peaKa CHUXKASAC,
LIETULISICh 32 BETBM M pa3MaxuBas aHT€HHaMH, BCE BpeMs
HaueNeHHBIMM Ha 3emio. [leBymka 3Hana, 4yTo, noao6GHO
MHOIMM J[IPYTHM JIETAIOIIUM CYylIEeCTBaM, 30pcajibl U3beraiotr
yrayonsaTeca B NyTaHMUy pacTeHHMid. Ho opraHbl 4yBcTB,
3aKMIOYEHHbIE B UX aHTEHHaX, [aloT UM Xopolliee NMpeAcTaB-
JieHHe O TOM, YTO CKphIBaeTcad BHM3y. Ecam uyxeseMeu
NOMBITAICA NPEOAOJIETh 3Ty 4Yallly, 30pcajibl cOOOWIaT ei.
CuMca 6Gnaropa3yMHO OcCTaBajlach Ha MecTe, BHMMATEJIbHO
clieds 3a 30pcajJlaMH, M B TO Xe BpeMs pa3IisiblBasg OCTaTKH
30aHHNsA WIH 30aHM.

Hanexo 3a nanbHei cTeHoit (OHa OYEHb XKaJieNna, YTo y Heé
HeT CTEKON 1A B3IIA4a Ha 60JIbLIOEe pacCTOSAHHE, KAaKHe €CTh
y YyXe3eMLa), KaK nokasajoch CHMce, BO3BBILIANaCh ropa,
OHa HaBHcaJla HaJl 3THM 3a0bITBIM MECTOM, KaK YTEC HaBHCa-
€T Hal mycTbiHeil. MoXeT, TaM IU1aTO WIM NOAJIMHHOE Hayalo
camux Xecroxux I'op.

3opcasnsl HUYero eii He cooOLIWIU. SIcHO, 4YTO ocTaBaThbCsl
Ha MecTe Janblue 6bU10 6eccMriciieHHO. K ToMy Xe BrnepBble
nocJyie BeIxoaa M3 6acceitHa CuMca ourytwia ronoa. Ha cansx
OCTAaBaJIHCh NHIA M BOAAa, OHa MX BUAeNa, TaM Bc€ 6bLIO
HeTpoHyTo. EcnM He3HakoMel cobupaics yWTH oTcloaa Ha-
JOJITO, OH OBl NPHXBaTWI ¢ cOGOi nMpHnachl.

CHMca OCTOPOXHO CIyCTWIach, LEIUISSCh 3a JIHAHBI C
060pBaHHBIMM JIMCTBSAMH; JOJDKHO OhITh, TOM TOXE cnyckan-
cs1 Ha 3eMmio 3aech. U TyT, cTOs Ha 3emie, OHa yBHIeAA TO,
Yero He Morjia 3aMeTHTb CBepXy. B cTeHe 3Msulo oTBepcTHe
ABEpH, IITyGOKOM, CKpLITOH NMOA KapHHM30M, TaK YTO YBHUAETb
€€ MOXHO OBLIO TONBKO C 3¢eMJIH. A B IBEPH...
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CHMca CTPEMHTENILHO pa3BepHY/Iach, NMPHXKABIUINCH K ca-
HSM M TOJIOXMB PYKY Ha PYKOATb HOXa, XaJIKOIo OpyXus Nno
CPaBHEHHIO C 3TMM... — WM ¢ 3TuMu! BriepBbie 3opcainbl
noasean e€. IloyeMy oHM He coobUUIM eii 06 onacHocTH?

Ona rpy6o 3aTonkasna 3acc 3a masyxy, 4YToObl jerde 6bUio
B30MpaTbCcsA, U MOMATWIACH OT CaHEH K JIMaHe, MO KOTOpoM
TaK HEOCMOTPHTEJIBHO CHYCTHJIACh.

Huxkaxoro npuxeHusi, HUKakux yrpo3. [lo3a crosinux He
n3MeHwIach. OHH YCTPEeMWIH Ha He€ B3MIsAAbl, HO KakK 6yaro
He BMIEIH B Heil Bpara, npuiuenblia. JleBylliKa OCTaHOBH-
Jlach, mocMoTpesia Ha 3acc. 3opcajl XajoBajicsi Ha rpyboe
obpalieHHe, HO He NOBOPAYMBAJI AHTEHHbI B CTOPOHY CYy-
LIECTB, CTOSIBLIMX B HMIIAaX MO 06e CTOPOHBI ABEPH.

IIpmxaBUIMCh CIMHOM K CTe: 3 M YXBaTMBLUIMCH PYKO# 3a
JuaHy, CuMca xaana. JIBoe cTpaXXHHKOB ObUIM CJIOBHO NpPH-
KOBaHBI K MecTty. XKnyTt, 4ro6bl oHa nogouuia? Moxer, Tom
BCTPETHJI 30€Ch CMEPTDb?

Ho 3opcanbl Ha HHUX AaxXe He cMoTpeau. KakuM obpa3oM
3TM HaOmozaTelu CyMeJIM TaK IPUTYIIUTb OCTpbie YyBCTBa
3opcanoB? JleBylika npuxaia K cebe 3acc M NnoBepHyia e€
MOpJIO# K CyLIECTBY cJieBa OT cebsl.

OTO He 3Bepb, CTOMT Ha ABYX HOTrax, Kak M OHa, IB€ PYKH...
U Bcé xe...

3acc HakoOHel pa3BepHyJjia aHTEHHbI, HalpaBWwia HMX B
CTOPOHY OXMAAIOLIEIo CTpaXHUKa, NMOTOM BOINPOCHTEILHO
B3MIsiHYJ1a Ha CUMMCy M M3aaJia TOpTaHHbIH 3BYK. HeT Xu3un?
H3BasiHue?

HeBymika nocaagwia 3opcana cebe Ha IUIeY0 M MEIJIEHHO
nouuia Bnepén, Ha KaXIoM liary 3aMHpasi ¥ NpHUIJISAbIBasCh.
Ilon uwemMoM GbLIO TEMHO, TOJLKO €€ OCTpOe 3peHHeE, XOpo-
IO cITyXMBlIee eii B HOYHRIX Haberax u B Hopax, no3ponmwio
pa3srisaAeTh 4YEpThl JIMLA MOMYAJIMBOIO Habmiogarensi, Koraa
OHa HEMHOTIo npucnocobunacy. Purypa 6bU1a N3BasiHa HE M3
KAMHS, KAMEHb He MOXeT Tak GuiecteTh. Ho ecin 310 MeTtan,
noyeMy OH TakoH APKHMH, TaKoil HETPOHYTbIHi BpeMeHeM?

Tenepr oHa sicHO Buaena, YTo HOru HUIypLl MOYTH A0

119



KOJICH TNOKPBIBaJ TOJCTHIA CJOi IMPOLUIOTOAHHUX JIMCTHEB H
IPYTHX OTXONOB PacTHUTEJIBHOCTH. DTO cyllecTBO Mo ¢opMe
OTHANEHHO HalOMMHAJIO YeJoBEKa, HO 3TO HE 4YeJIOBEK.

CuMca npouuia Bnepéa, He 60ach HanmaaeHUA CO CTOPOHBI
BTOPOTO CYLIECTBa 3a CIUHONM: BTOpod — TOYHBIA ABOMHUK
nepsoro. Y BoT aeByliKa BcTana nepel HHUM, IAlsl BBEpX,
MOTOMY YTO CYLUECTBO ORUIO BHILIE €€, BO3MOXHO, Oaxe
BbIlle Yyxke3eMua. Purypa LelcTBUTENbHO ObUla M3BasHa M3
KaKOro-To MeTajla TEMHOTIO LBETa O clabbIM HeomnpeneneH-
HbIM y30poM. ['0Jl0Ba — OrpoMHBII KPYT/IbIH ap, U Biepeau
MaTepuan Apyrod — mnpo3payHblii...

[IpMnogHABLINCD HA UBLINOYKH, YTOOBI 3arsiHyTh, CHMca
C KPUKOM OTLUATHYNMach. Te BbICOXWIME YEpPHbIE OCTAaHKU Ha
6epery Toxe GbUIH CTpallIHbl, HO 3TO HccoXlllee CMOPLIEHHOE
CYLIECTBO CMOTpEJI0 Ha He€ Ila3aMM, KOTOpble NepecTanu
6bITb I71a3aMM; TAKOTO CTPALUHOTO 3pejiMllia OHa He MoIna
BBLIHECTH.

JeBylika noBepHyJach ¥ nobexana Ha3al K caHaM, 3acc
3aKpuyana, oba 3opcasa KpyramMM JieTajlyd Hal €€ TosloBoM,
no6aBisisi CBOM KPHKM K KpHKaM MaTepH. CHMca CNOTKHY-
Jach M 4YyTb He ynana. OGeMMH pyKaMM OHa CXBaTWach 3a
CaHU U yaepxajacb, HaCTOJbKO NOTPSCEHHAA, YTO JaXe He
Morna aymaTtb. OHa Bcerza cYMTasla, YTO YCTOMT Mepel YeM
yroaHo: Xu3Hb B Hopax He ans npuBepeaMBRIX, HO 3TO...
3Ta CMEpPTh, 3aKIIOYEHHAsA B METAI] M OCTaBJI€HHas Tak...

KTO yCTaHOBHJI 3TMX yXaCHbIX MEPTBELIOB YaCOBBLIMM pa3-
pywieHHoro ropoaa? M noyemy? OHHU CTOST TYT OYEHb aBHO.
CyluecTByeT JIM A0 CHX Nop cwia, noctaBuBwiasg HX? CumMmca
He BBIMYCKasa U3 pyK caHei M rmyGoKo Abillana, crapasch
B35ITb ce6d B pyku. MeprBeup! He MOryT ABMIraThbcs, HX
B3MIsAbl He noBpeadT eil. OHa He NOJIKHa...

W TyT OHa cHoBa 3akpuyana. TaM YTO-TO ABHHYJOCH: 3TO
CTpalIHOE cyllecTBO MAET K Heil! Cumca Kak b6yaro npupocna
K MECTY, ropJio CJIOBHO 3aKpbLUIOChH, laXe KpHyaTh OHa 6osb-
we He Morya. CI0BHO METAUIMYECKOTNO pyKa OJHOIO M3 3THX
CTPAXHHKOB riepexphlia €ii AbIXaHHeE.
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I'nasea 10

JlBa 30pcajla MOMEHTAJILHO OTKJIMKHYJIHCh Ha CTpax Ae-
BYLIKM, OHM YCTPEMWIHCh BHH3 M CTaJM JieTaTb Haa e€
rojioBoii ¢ THEBHBIMH KpHKaMH. 3acc pacnpaBWia KpbUIbS,
NpHYEM HCKaJleueHHOE MOAHSIA TaK BHICOKO, KaK He Morja
ZeJlaTh C CAMOIO paHeHHsl, MOHIA roJIOBY M TOXe 3aKpvya-
na. OHa noabGexana nmo caHsaM K Cumce, 4To6hl BMeECTE €
IEeBYIIKOH BCTPETUTHL GMrypy, BhIIEAUIYIO U3 TEHH, KOTOpas
CKpbiBaJla MEPTBOTO CTPRXHHUKA, Ha CBET.

CuMca ynana 6bl, ecniy 6 He yaepxanach 3a caHu: Tom!

Yyxak o0OLIEN 3acThIBLIETO MepTBella W BbIlIE] Ha COJ-
HEYHbli1 CBET, CXXUMas B pyKax CTPaHHbBIN cTepXeHb, KOTOPOTO
Cumca paHblle He Buaena. [leByllka co cTpaxoM cieauia 3a
HuM. ToM Gpocun e€: MoxXeT, OHHU Ternepb Bparu o Kakoii-1o
HETNOHATHOM ell NMpUYMHE.

Ho nuuo ero 6pu10 He MpayHoe, TONBKO 03aboyeHHOeE.
MoxeT, OH 03a004€H TeM, YTO OHa cyMeJia BLICJIEAHUTb €ro?

Tom npubamwxkancsa, a CuMca nsgTuwiach, NpHXHMasACh K
CaHsIM, TIOTOMY YTO He JoBepsUla cobcTBeHHLIM HoraM. OHa
€l1€ He onpaBMjach OT HeAAaBHEro MPUCTyTa CTpaxa.

— Bcé B nopsaake.

HeBywika, nponosokasi NMATUTbCA, NOYTH He CIbILIAIA €ro
cnoB. [lo6paBlumnch A0 Kpasi caHel, OHa CIIpPSATAach 3a HUMH.
A caHy, Tenephb NJaBalolIMe Bbillle, YeM B ITyCTbIHE, NTOANPHI-
TMBAJIM M pPacKauWBaJIUCh NoOJ €€ PYyKOii.

— Bcé B nopsinke! — nosropun ToM. OH ocTaHOBUACH,
CJIOBHO Tiepell HUM HaXOAWIach He AEBYLIKA, a MCIYTaHHbI
30pcajl, C KOTOPLIM CJIeAYET NrOBOPHUTb TEPIIETHBO U MEAJICH-
HO, YCTIOKOUTB U TOJILKO NMOTOM NMPHUOIN3UTLCA U BOTPOHYTLCH.

CaMmu 3o0pcansbl ycriokaupajuch. CHMca MOYTH OXuiana,
4YT0, nobyxnaemble €€ cTpaxoM, OHH HabpocsaTcsa Ha Hero. Ho
OHH BMECTO 3TOTO CEJY PSIOM C MaTepblo, XOTs NMPOACIKAIIH
CMOTpeTb Ha ToMa, BLITAHYB B €ro CTOpPOHY IpoXalllhe
AHTEHHBI.

Hesyuixa HakoHell omnanena coboii. 3T0 He KOLIMapHBIA
MeptBel. KakuMu 6bl CTpaHHBIMM CNOCOGHOCTAMH OH HH
obnanan, ToM XMBOIl, €ro0 MOXHO paHMTb, C HHM MOXHO
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Cpa3suThCsA, OH MOXET yYMEpPETb U OH He HeysA3BHM, a OHa
3HaeT MHOXeCTBO XHTpocTeil. CHMca mepecTajia OTCTYTIATh,
XOTsl MpojoJIXKajia AepXaTbcsl 3a cCaHM, NPHUKUABIBas, KakK
TOJIKHYTh HMX Ha 4YyXe3eMlia, €CIH TOT HabpocHTcs Ha Heé.

Ho peiicTBusA 30pcanoB Npoao/Xaiu e€ yauBIATh. 3acc Nno
KpailHeli Mepe MHOIO CE30HOB 3alllMliana XO3AWKy, OHa
Bcerga ObUla rorosa HanacTh no e€ npukasy. Ho crapuimii
3opcan Kak 6yaTo HUKAKO# OMacHOCTH B 3TOM YyxXe3eMlie He
BHIEJ.

YauBn€HHas, 3a0bIB O CBOeii BcergalIHel OCTOPOXHOCTH,
CTHISICH TpOsiBIeHUs cTpaxa, CuMca BeInaiwia TO, 4TO
MEHbllIe BCEero XoTeja CKa3aTb.

— Tbl MeHs1 Opocusl, — M cpa3y MoXaJieJia O CKa3aHHOM:
JAeBylLIKAa OoTAajla Obl BCE CBOE MMYUIECTBO, YTOOBI 3TH CJIOBa
He OBbUIM CKa3aHbl.

Tom ocranoBmica. To, YTO OH mepxXan B pykKax, — 3TO
IOJDXHO ObITh opyxue. Ho y Hero He ObUIO HM Ne3BHAA, HH
OCTpHsi, HUYero Takoro, yto Cumca cowna 6bl YTpoXaloLIUM.
OHa pewinwiach OpocUTb OBICTPBIA B3IJIsLA BJIEBO: MOXET,
yaacTcsi CKpPbIThCSl B TYCTOM 3€JIeHH.

— Ja.

[MpocToif oTBeT cOWn OeBYyWKy ¢ Toiaky. OHa oxuaana
KaKoil-HMOyab JDKH, KAKMX-TO OOBbSICHEHHM, NPOCTO NpPHU3Ha-
KOB CTblAa, M OHa NMOHsNa Obl Toraa, 4yro oH Jok€T. Ho Tenepn
OHa MPOCTO CMOTpEJa Ha Hero.

CuMca ToXe MOXET ObITb NMpsiIMOil, W eli HYXHO 3HaTb.
Korna ToM Hudero He no6aBHJ, OHa Pe3KO CIpOCHIIA:

— [loyemy?

YyxeseMeu He yOMpan cBo€ opyxue. BripoyeM, momexe-
HHE 30pCaJIOB MOKa3blBaJIO, YTO OH HE XOYET NMPHUYMHATL €i
Bpeldl, YTO OH €ii He Bpar, HO Belb OH caM MOATBEpAMJ, YTO
6pocun e€.

— 3nmechb ObUIa CMEPTh, — TeMNepb, YAEPXHBasi CTEPXEHD B
JleBO¥i pyKe, KOHLIOM €ro OH KOCHYJCS 4ero-to y cebs Ha
nosice, NMOJIOCKM KaKOro-TO TEMHOro MaTepHala... oX0oXero
Ha MeTaJUl, OHAa yXe€ BHIeJia TaKOM... 1a, B TAKOM 3aK/IOYEHbI
MEPTBbIE CTPaXXHUKH!
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— OmHa H celiyac 3aech, — K CHMce BepHynoch caMoobiia-
laHue, H OHa KMBHyJIa B CTOPOHY 3acThiBllei ¢uUryph 3a
HMM, NOX0Xeil Ha KAMEHHOE H3BasHHE.

— 4 He 3T0 MMen B BUaOy, — Bo3pa3uwl ToM, — a BOT 3To,
— TYT OH CHSUI MOJIOCKY MeTajUla C fnosica M TMOAHSN e€.
JeByuwika ynoBwia Ha Hell Mrpy uBeTa. — OTO YyKa3aTelb
paanauuu. Mbl B BbICOKO# CTeNeHH HEBOCTIPHMMYHMBLI K HEH.
J10 O06bscHAeTCA Haleil Hcropueil. Korma-to Ha Moeii
IUIaHeTe l1a BOifHa, CTpalllHas BoifHa... — ToM ocMoTpencs,
CJIOBHO MCKaJl BIOXHOBEHHMS, YTOObI OOBLACHUTL €, — KaKOM,
K CYacTblO, Y BaC HUKoOrAa He 6bU10. XOTH, KOHEYHO, y Ballel
TUIaHETBbl HMeIoTCs CBOM clopnpu3bl. Mcnonb3oBanoch yxac-
HOE OpyXHe...

CuMca BCIOMHMWIA 0GOXOKEHHOE AEPEBO.

— Koropoe BribpacbiBaeT oroHs? MoxeT, Takoe, Kak 3107
— OTLENMBLIMCH HAKOHEL OT CAHOK, J€BYLIKA yKa3aja Ha ero
crepxeHb. — Sl Buoena: obropesuine JMCTbSA, BETKH...

— Hy, 310 TONBKO MasleHbKMIA, O4€Hb MaJIEHbKHIH 0b6pa3zen
TaKOIO OpYyXHsl, — YyXaK, KaK 3aMeTWwIa AeBylIKa, He 06b-
SICHWI, OTKYla OHO Y HEro; a oHa 6bUna BIOJIHE yBEpPEHa, YTO
ToM He Héc ero ¢ coboii, KOraa OHH LUIH MO MycThiHE. DTOT
CTepXEHb CIIMLIKOM BENIHK, YTOOLI OH MOT €ro rae-To cnps-
TaTbh CpeAy BELUEH.

— IlpuMeHsnoch ApyToe OrHEHHOE OpyXHe, — Npoao.-
XaNn OH, — crnocobHOoe B MIHOBEHME OKa MOIJNOTHTbL BECh
Kykcopran. Ha Moeii miaHere MHOIHe OT HEro yMepJiu.
OcTtanuch TONbKO HeOOJbLIME YYAacCTKH, Il€ COXpaHWIach
XM3Hb. A T€ U3 Hac, KTO BbDKWI, H3MEHWINCD... WIH U3MEHH-
nuch ux aeru. HekoTophie H3-3a 3TUX HM3IMEHEHMId
NMpeBpaTWINCh B YYIOBMIL M yYMEpIH, HE CMOIJIH XHTb. A
HEMHOTHE, O4eHb HEMHOTHE COXPAaHWIH YeJloBeyecKylo ¢dop-
My. Ho Tenepr y Hac Bpoxa€HHas 3allMTa OT OpPyXus,
KOTOpO€ YyTb HE NOryOoWIO Halll MUP, — €CJIH TOJIbKO OTOHb
He 3aTparMBacT Hac HEMOCPEeACTBEHHO.

IIpoknsaTHe Takoil BOHHBI B TOM, YTO CaM BO3[AyX CTaHO-
BHTCSA AAOBHTHIM. Te, KTO OBILUMT UM, NIONAaB B ONpeReNEHHbIE
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MecTa, YMHpPAIOT, HO He ObICTPO, KaK B OTHe, a Me)IJleHHQ; B
60/ U CTpagaHUsX. A TaM... y bacceiiHa...

— OH y6uBaeT? — MemsieHHo cripocwia Cumca. Ho Beab
OHa HHKaKoii 60/JM He 4YyBCcTBoBaJa. MoxeT, Gojp elne
npuaér. OHa oTKa3biBajach AyMaTb, YTO, BO3MOXHO, CTaHET
Takol Xe, KaK Te€ CMOpLICHHble TNOYEepHEeBIOHE Tejla Ha
6epery. Unn — em€ xyxe — Kak 3TH MEpPTBELbl B MeTaJLle.

— Her, He nymalo, — ToMm BuIMiAeNn ABHO YAUBIEHHBIM.
— Ckax#, YTO Thl MOYYBCTBOBasa, KOraa BhILLIA U3 BOABL...
WIH U3 3TOM XHUAKOCTH?

— S oyeHb xopouio ceds yyBcTBoBasna. 1 mocMoTpH Ha
3acc, — CuMca peuinna, YTo HH 32 YTO HE MOBEPHUT, YTO
IiaBajla B CMEPTOHOCHON XHakocTH. — OHa pacrnpabisieT
60JIbHOE KPbUIO, CHOBA NMOYTH MOXET JIeTaTb.

— Jla. Kuakoctb o6HoBasgeT. Ho y He€ ecTb M npoTHBO-
MOJIOXHOE CBOMCTBO: OHa yOMBaeT.

ToM npubnausmics K Hei, HO Ha 3ToT pa3 CHMca He cTasa
OTCTYTIaTb. A YyxXe3eMell TIPOTAHYN K HEH TOJIOCKY MeTaa,
SIBHO TIpUIjallas MOCMOTPETD.

— Koraa s BbIOpasics u3 bGacceiiHa — a BHauajle BTAalIWI
TeGs Tyna, MOTOMY YTO Thl MOTEpsjla CO3HaAaHME U caMa cebe
MOMOYbL He Momla, — s Haweén 31o. [1o3ToMy HamoJ0BUHY
BbITALWMA Tebs M OTNpaBWics ClOAa, YTOObl NMPOBEPUTD.

ToMm nonoxun crepxeHb Ha KaMeHb, HaTIPaBUB €ro KOHeLl
Ha nonocKy. Ha nonocke nosiBunach oTY4ETIMBasg KpacHas
JHUHHS.

— BDTO OnMacHoOCTb, Ta caMas OMACHOCTb, KOTOPYIO MO
Hapoa ucnbiTan B npownoM. M s moayman, yto Bnepeam
MOXET 0XMWIaTb CMEpPTL — €CJIM He MeHS, TO Tebsg U TBOMX
KpbUIaTbiXx Apy3ed. MHe HYXHO ObLIO HaWTU HMCTOYHMK,
YCTAaHOBUTb, CMEPTEbHA JIM paaualus.

— Tu1 3abpan ¢ coboii canu, — ckazana Cumca.

OH CHOBA KMBHYJ.

Ecnyu panuaums BbicokKa, TO NHlIA W Boaa s Te6w:
s1A0BHTH], A1 1oNXKeH ObL1 ObLITb YBEpPEH, YTO Thl HE CTaHEellb
HX ecTb, BbIOpaBWIMCH U3 OacceiHa, a NpeaynpeauTh HE MOT.

— 3HauYMT TO, YTO Mbl NMPHHECIH C COBOM, ANOBUTO? —
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OeBYUIKa MOAyMajla, NOHHUMAET JIH OH, KaK CMEXOTBOPHO
3BY4YHMT ero paccka3. Eciu 6b1 3TO cKa3an KTo-To Apyroii, oHa
paccMesisiach Obl, HO HeJIb3sl CYOUTDb O YyXe3eMlie 1o MepKaM
Kykcoprana. OH Opyroii — a oHa 4YeTblpeXAbl INymna, 4Yro
MoBepWIa eMy.

— Her. Hctounuk 3gecwh... — ToM mnonyobepHyics K
CTpaXHHKaM, a MOXET, K Ipoxoay 3a 6e3MoIBHBIMM Urypa-
MM, M3 KOTOpPOIO BbilLEJ.

— A rae Tl B35 310? — Tenepb HacTana odyepeab CHMCHI
yKa3blBaTb — Ha OpyXHe, KOTOpOe€ OH NOJIOXKWI Ha KaMeHb.

— Korna Brien Ha oTKpbiToe MecTo. OHO NMpOCTO J1exXalo
TaM.

— Ho oHo He M3 3TOro ropoia, — yreepxialolle cka3aia
JieBylIKa, KOoraa oH cMoJiK. — Kak Morjio opyxue co 3B€31 —
3TO... H 3TO, — OHa NoKa3ajla Ha CTPaXKHUKOB, — MOSIBUTbCS
3necy? C TBOMM O6patoM? Hnm oHM ¢ xopabnsi, KOTopblii
TaliHO mpu3eMnnncs 3aeck? A aymana, 4To cyulecTByeT npa-
BWIO HE TNPHHOCHUTb TAKOE€ OpYyXHe Ha IUIAHETbl, Fle OHO
HEU3BECTHO. DTH, KOTOphIE XIAYT 34eCh TaK OOJro, pa3Be Ha
HHMX He ofexna 3BE3AHBIX moaei? A ciabliana o Takoii: oHa
NO3BOJISIET XUTb TaM, rie HeT Bo3ayxa. Kak oHM oka3anuch
3nech?

— OHH He uUMeloT oTHolleHHus K TceHry. OHu npuneTenn
€loa HAMHOTO paHbllie, U MOM Hapod HUYETO O HUX HE 3HAET.
TaM cTouT ManeHbkmii ¢naep, He TakKoi, B KaKOM JIETAXOT
MeX 3BE3gaMU. B Takux Mbl HUccrnenyeM HoBble miaHeThl. OH
JIEXHT TaM, — YyXaK KUBHYJ1 B CTOPOHY npoxoaa, — riae
pa3bmwica. Tyr uio cpaxeHMe — oO4YeHb AaBHO. MoXeT,
Mexay nupataMu U TlaTpynéM, — OH HaKJIOHWICS M CHOBa
noaHsn opyxue — B HEM noyTH He ocTanoch 3apsaa,
0cobeHHO nocie Toro, Kak fi ero ucnbitai. K ToMy xe 3to
OYEHb CTapoe OpyXHe, ceyac TaKHM He MOJb3YIOTCH.

Y Hero Ha Bce UMeeTcs OTBeT, noaymana Cumca, HO OT
3TOro €M He crano Jjerye. YAMBUTENLHOE OlIyUIEHHE 310-
POBbLS1 H 60ApPOCTH, 3aNOJIHUBILLEE AeBYLIKY, KOT1a OHa BblLLIA
U3 6acceliHa, COXpaHWIOCh, HO MLICIH €€ Goblle HE ycnokKa-
HBano. OHa 6bicTpo Bo3Bpallalach K OOLIMHOMY IJ1S XHTENS
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Hop cocrosiiuio, Koraa Bepa B KOro-To O0XOAUTCS CJIMIIKOM
[OpOro ¥ HUKTO TaKylo LIEHY 3aIUIaTHTb HE MOXET.

— 3TO0 McKal 3aech TBo# 6par? — CHMca cTpowna pasHhle
fIpeaNoJIOXEHUS!, HO HEOXMIAaHHO NpHUIeAllas B TOJIOBY
MBICJIb MOKAa3ajach € pa3syMHOM.

— KoHeyHo, Her! — B ero rosjgoce npo3Byyajo HeTeprie-
HHMe. — OHaKo... — B €ro CTpaHHOI (POopMbI I71a3aX NOSABWIOCH
3anyM4uBoe BbipaxeHue. CloBHO Yy 3acc, MOYyBCTBOBaBLIei
3amnax BeT-Kpbicbl. — Ho, MoXeT, 3TO 0ObsICHsIeT, MoYeMy He
BEpHyJica MO# Opar.

— Ero younu MepTBeubi?

— Bort 310! — Ka3zanoceh, ToM He cibllian e€ Bonpoca; oH
BBITAHYJI PYKY C YyXX€3eMHbIM OpYXXHEM H paccMaTpHUBaJ €ro
KaK COKpOBHLIE, KOTOpOe AacT eMy 60raTcTBO pe4yHOro Kanu-
TaHa MocJjie LeJoro ce3oHa yAayHoil Toprobin. — Cxaxu
mHe, Cumca, 4yto oTmacT Baw Jiopa I'mabaum 3a Takoe
opyXHe, KOTopoe yOUBAeT Ha PacCTOSTHUM, CXHUTaeT NPOTUB-
HHUKa, He noiBeprasi BjiaJebLa OMacHOCTH?

— Tbl roBopus 06 OrHe, 0 COXOKEHHUM LieJIbIX TopoloB, —
OTBeTHJIa OHa. — YTo Xopoluero B OpyXXuH, KOToOpoe yHHUYTO-
XaeT Bc€ npuroaHoe K npoaaxe? Hukakoii nopa He nouuner
CBOMX COJIAT, €CJAW He MOJYYMT OT 3Toro Buiroabl. [daxe
MHUpaThl ceBepa He CAENAIOT TaKylO0 IMYTNOCTb. A OHHU TOTOBBI
PMCKHYTb Gosnblie a1060oro ToproBua. Jlopabl XNBYT TOpros-
Jieil, a He YHUYTOXEHHUEM €€.

— Ho Takoe opyxue He yHUYTOXHUT ropon. Ero nanbHocTs
orpaHiuyeHa. Ha camoii GonpluOoi HaILHOCTM OHO MOXCT
cXe4yb pa3Be YTO CaHM.

CuMca nepeBena B3I CO CTEPXHA Ha caHu. OHa Buaena
clieAbl OTHsl BBEPXY, HO YTO 3HaeT XuTeab Hop o Mexnoyco-
6Muax JopAoB MAM npeaoauTeneil BopoB? Jlionn ruOHYT B
TaKMX CTbIYKaXx M B ¢opMaibHbIX Ay3/six. Bcerma Obuim
rpabexm Ha pekax, MHpaThl B CEBEPHbIX MOpSX.

Takoe opyxne caenaer Haber Oe3omnacHbiM, € €ro no-
MOMILIO MOXHO, CKaXeM, 3aXBaTuTh ¢ot u3 Caykca, caMblii
OGorarblit U3 Tex. YTo NpuIUIbIBalOT B Kykcopran. Bcé paBHo,
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9T0 cTas 30pCajioB NPOTHB BeT-KpBICHI, 3aXBaYCHHOH B OT-
KPBITOM MeCTe, Ile HEeT HOp, YTOObI CIpATaThCH.

— Hauunaews nouuMars? [la, ecan ectb 4decromobdue,
XaOHOCTb, CTPEMJ/ICHHE BIACTBOBATb Hal APYTHMH...

— Toi nymaeiwus o nopae ApdesieHe! — neByLIKA TPOU3-
HecJIa 3TO He KaK BOMpocC, a KaK yrBepxiaeHue. — O HEM yxe
IaBHO TaWKoM moropapupaior. PeyHoil Topropen — ero
3paii lO-H-nyn — B MpoLLIOM ce30He NMPHBE3 TaKoil Ipy3
BepT-WIENKA, YTO Bechb ropoa auBwics. Ho oH He cran
BBICTAB/IATh €r0 Ha ayKIMOH, KaK OOBIYHO, a JepXal Ha
cxiane I'arapa. — (Moxer, u 'atap 3nech 3aMelliaH Toxe He
ciayyaiiHo). — Jla, paccka3 baciarepa! Pacckas bacnrepa!

Kak 6yaTo coGHupaelwib Mo KycodykaM ApPEBHIOIO pe3nby M
BIPYT HaXoAMlb KYCOK, KOTOpbIii, €C/IM €ro IMoJoXHTb Ha
MECTO, cpa3y pacKphiBaeT 3HaueHHE BCeil HaXOOKMH.

— A y4T0 3710 3a paccka3 bacarepa?

CumMca HaMoplOWiIa HoC.

— OH 6OoJaTYH, HO O4YE€Hb XO4YeT, YTO6Bl ero 6osHch.
Bcerna roBopuT, 4TO yTO-TO 3HaeT. M moaToMy ero Majo KTo
CJIylIaeT ¥ BEPHT B ero 6onroBHIO. Tak BOT, OH paccKa3biBaj,
4yTOo OOMH M3 conpar }O-u-nyna nepenmn BHHa M cGOJITHY,
yro 6ynyr HempusTHOocTH. HO-H-nyn 3Haj, YTO ayKUUOH He
NPUHECET €My BBITOAbLI M3-3a MOLUEHHHYECTBa, U MOTOMY
peulw1 caM OOXHMIATbCA MOPCKMX TOpProBueB. Tak OH M
clenan, XOTA BECh ropol 3Hal, YTO Jopa ApdesUuieH B THEBe.
ToBopAT, OH maxe youn 4esoBeKa, KOTOPHI NPHHEC eMy 3Ty
HoBocTb. Ho rpy3 6bu1 Ha cknage Iarapa, u nopa HHyero He
Mor caenatb, U noatomy lO-u-nyn yBé3 npuObUIb, Kakas
HHUKOTIAa He JOCTaBajlach peYHbIM TopropuaM. Y Hero crajio
naTe 6apXx, U MOAU ero GbUTH BOOPYXEHLI XOPOLIUMHU Meya-
MM ¥ KONbSIMH, BHIKOBAHHBIMH MO NPUCMOTPOM KAaNIMTAHOB.

9710 6b110 B MpouwioM ce3oHe. Ho TosbKo TO, YTO caenan
IO-u-nyn, Moxet caenats U apyroii peyHux. U Toraa aykum-
OHbI OyAyT NPOBOAHTBLCA BCE peXe M pexe, U nopabl I'mabani
NOTEePSIOT AOXOA.

Hna xurensa Hop Bcé 370 HHYEro He 3HAYMT, pa3Be TONLKO
TO, YTO BIEpBRIEC Ha cxiane aTapa okasaics o4eHb LEHHBIH,
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HO YA3BHUMBIH Ipy3, U HMEHHO TOIAa OH 3aKIIOYW1 C Hel
JOToBOP O 30pcasiax (3anax u BKyc BedT-1IENKA NPUTATHBAIOT
BET-KphIC, KaK C/laaKas KaMeab HacekoMbix B Hopax).

— A Ha peke rpabsr rpy3ni?

— IpiTanuce, ¥ MHOTO pa3. MHoroa rpy3sl MEHSIOT CBOHUX
X035€B, M Te, KTO NpHBO3AT UX B KykcopTasi, OMBIBAIOT BhILLE
1o TeYeHHUIO CBOM Jie3BUS OT KpoBU. Ho pedHble TOproslibl
yMeIOT 3almuiarhbes. Y Takux, Kak I0-u-nyn, BepHble ApyXH-
Hbl, NMOKJIABLUIMECH CNYXHTb €My M ero cembe, U cayxba mno
HAacJIeACTBY NIEPEXOAMT OT OTLA K CbIHY. OHH NMOY4YaloT AOJII0
npubbLIM, U TOBap, 3a KOTOPHI OHM CpaXaloTcf, OTYacTH
NMPHHAMIEXUT MM. 3a npouuible ce3oHbl lO-u-myn oTdbun
HECKOJILKO HamnaaeHuii. Temepb ero caMoro M ero Joaei
XOpOLUO 3HAlOT, H €ro KpacHO-30JIOTOi 3Meil Mo caMoMy
y3KOMY TMpPOTOKY NpoIUibiBaeT GecrnipenstcTBeHHo. [loatomy
OH U CMOr He OTHaBaTb TOBap Ha ayKUHMOH. I'wibauM He
XOTeJIM CXBATOK Ha BepdsiX: MPHYMHU Bpell OJHOMY PEeYHOMY
TOproBly, U Ha ero 60eBOH POr OTKIMKHYTCS OCTaJlbHBLIE,
XOTSl 3aBTpa OHM rOTOBbI OyAyT caMH YOMTb €ro B KAKOM-TO
CBOEM MEXI0YCOOHH.

— [JloHsiTHO, — 4YyXe3eMell OMYCTUJICA Ha 3eMJII0 M MNOo-
JIOXHN opyXHe Ha KoneHH. OH cMoTpes He Ha JeBYLIKY, a Ha
OKpYXalolllylo 3€JIeHb.

XoTs pa3aopbl BEpXHEro ropoia HUYero AJsl He€ He 3Ha-
yuad, CuMca, yem Oonblle paccka3biBajia, TeM OoJblie
conocTtasasia M BcnomMHana. Kak u yyxesemel, oHa pac-
cnabunach, cesla W 4yTh OTTOJIKHYJIa CaHM, 4YToObl Te UX He
pa3aesisuim.

— Twl aymaews, yro ecnau 6u1 nopa ApdenneHn y3Han o6
3TOM, — OHa yKa3aJjla Ha CTepXeHb, — TO OH nocjan 6ul ciofa
Joael Ha MOMCKM, BOOPYXHJI CBOMX COJIIAT M CTas Obl Bhbillle
no pexke nopxunarb lO-u-nyna? OH He U3 TeX, KTO MUpHTCA
c ockopbneHueM, a l0-u-nmyn yHu3mW1 ero B rja3ax oKpyxa-
IOLIMX — ecJIM paccka3 bacartepa npaaus. K ToMy Xe oH Mor
MCIIyTaThesi, YTO TBOI OpaT HaHAET To, YTO 3aech JeXHT. Ho
pa3Be OH yXe He 3abpan Obl 3TO OpyXHe U He crnpsATan ero?

— OH He MOXeT cnpsATaTh TO, YTO 3€Ch JIEXHT. Beaxui

128



YBHIEBLINIA ero AoyokeH nonoxurs [larpymo. Iarpyns nous-
NET COBCTBEHHYIO KOMaHAy — ybpaThb BCE M BBISICHHMTb, YTO
CIYYWIOCh, — 4YTOOBI MHOIUIAHETHOE OpYXHe He MOonajgajo B
PYKM TaKHX, Kak Jopa ApdeseH. He 3Halo, noyeMy nepBblii
NMpH3eMJIMBIUMICSA 31ech KOpabib He YJIOBWI paivauluio. A
€CM YNOBWI, — OH IOMOJYaJ, — BO3MOXHO, 3a 3THM
CKpbIBaeTcsl YTO-TO APYTOeE.

Ero nuMuo M3MeHWIOCh, XOTS M paHblle OHO HHMKOTAA He
Kasanoch Cumce OTKpbITBIM. ['yOBI cXanuch, BEKM OMYCTH-
JIKCh, TaK YTO OHA He MOIVIa YBMIETh OTOHb B m1a3ax. U cam
OH cTaJl X€cTye, 3aMKHyTee, MpayHee; KaKk OyoTo Temnepb
YBUAEJ HOBYIO M ropasno Gojsiee BaXHYIO li€b. ‘

— Tbl cuuTaeuwib, YTo TBOH OpaT Noru6? — HerpoMKo
crnpocuia JeByLIKa.

ToM paxe He B3IJISHYN Ha He€.

— S momxeH ybenUTbCS B 3TOM.

U xoTb OH He DaBaj KIATBY Ha KPOBM WIH Ha OpaTCKOM
HaIlUTKEe, OH CBOE€ CJIOBO BLIMOJHUT, B 3ToM CHMca GbLia
yBepeHa. ['ns10s Ha Hero, JeBylIKa noiymaja, YTO He XoTeda
6bl MMETb €ro CBOMM BpAaroM.

— Tur gymaewb, oHM 3aeck ObiM. M1 mocnan ux nopn
ApdenneH. Ho orkyna um o6 atoM 3HaTh? — CuMcy nopasu-
Jla HEOXHUAAHHAS MBbICIb.

Ecnn Hawinm pa36utblii 3BE3AHBIN KOpabab WiM XOTS Obl
YacTh ero, Takue cayxu B Kykcopraje HeBO3MOXHO 3ariy-
wuTh. CIULWIKOM MHOTME€ MHTEepecyloTCd KOCMOHABTaMH H
TeM, YTO C HUMH CBS3aHO.

— OHM MomIM M He 3HaTb 00 3TOM — BHayajne. Ho o
cokpoBuuiax XKecrokux lop pacckasbiBaloT yxe aaBHo. U
Korga Moi Opar mpHLIEN UX MCKATb, OHH MOIJIH NOBEPHTD,
YTO €MY YTO-TO U3BECTHO, U YTO MILUET OH He NMPOCTO APeBHUE
3HaHHUA.

CuMca cBOMM HHCTHHKTOM XHuTens Hop mnpuHsina 3to
obbscHeHne. KoHeyHO, MHOIUIAaHETHMH, OTIpPaBHMBLIMIiCA
Ha noucku B XKectokue [opbl, He MOXET MCKaTb TOJILKO
KYCKM CTaporo KaMHs, 41o Obl OH HM yTBepXaan. Tak couTyr
Bce ['mnbauu. OHa caMa HHTepecyeTCs CTapHHOM: H HM3-3a
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cTpacTH K Heii @epBap, ¥ U3-3a2 TOro, YTO PapUTETHI OXOTHO
MOKYMAlOT 3BE3HBIE JIIOAH, HO OHA HH 3a YTO He NMOBepuIa
611, YTO TONBKO M3-32 3TONO0 MOXHO OTINPABUTLCS B MYCTBIHIO.
Tak mocTynut TonbKO Ge3ymen.

Ho y Heé 6b110 Kosbio. JleBylika cxaja nanblibl B Kynak,
TaK YTO KPENOCTh Ha KOJIbliE MOAHANACh COBEPLIEHHO OTYET-
nuBo. MMenncs y He€ M Ipyrme BelIM: oXepejbe, YbH
CBET/NO-3€JIEHBIE KAMHH MO-NpEeXHeMy JIeXalH Yy He€ Ha
rpyas, 6pacner...

CuMca nopsulach B KapMaHe pyKaBa M focTtana ©Opacier.
Ha conHue oH oxwun, 3abnecten, He SIPKO, HO YCTOIYMBO.
JleByllika paccTerHyna Kyprky, 06Ha)l(HB KaMHHM Ha CBOEi
TEMHOM KOXe.

— 3aech ToXe MOIYT GbITb COKPOBMILA, — OHa Gpocuna
6pacyieT, yyxe3eMell JIerko NnoiiMan ero.

— 3T10 nyywne u3 Beuleit Peppap. He nymalo, 4robbl Mx
caenam B Kykcoprane. B Hux Her Huyero ot ropona. Jla u
KaMHH, — OHa MOJHsIA JUIMHHYIO HUTb KaMHeH U NMoACTaBHU-
Ja MX COJIHUY, — 8 HUKOTAa He BHIeJa, 4YTOObl Takue
NMPUBO3WIN M3-3a MOpel WIH MO peKe.

Y crapyxu 6bUIM Aena ¢ 6e3TMUBIMM — HUKTO He BHAEN,
KaK OHM NpHXoadaT U yxousT. He 3Hal0, oTkyna 3Tv Bewin. Ho
IIEMICTBUTEJIBHO HECKOJILKO CE30HOB Ha3al lilla TOPIOBs C
XHUTEJIMH NyCTbIHb. O HAaKO MOTOM OHM GoNbllle HUKOrAA He
MOABJSUIMCH, U PAaCcCKa3bIBAlOT O KaKOH-TO YyyMe, KOTopas MX
Bcex ObicTpo mory6una...

ToM moBopauMBaji OpacneT B pyKax, HO CMOTpen He Ha
Hero. HanpoTuB, OH pe3ko HakKJIOHHWJCS Briepén, rsas Ha
He€, LIMPOKO packphbiB IJia3a, YTO Aesiajl o4eHb peako. Bcé
€ro Tesio ObUIO HampsDKEHO.

— Yyma, koropas ObicTpo YOMBacT! — MNOBTOPUI OH. —
Yr1o 3a yyma?

CumMmce CHOBAa MNpHUUIA B INOJIOBY HEOXHAAHHasi MbICHb.
Kak 6yaTo BpeMs OT BpeMeHH MO3r €€ HallylbiBal HOBble
Tponbl. OHa OMyCTWIa NoABECKY Ha I'PyAb M yKa3ajia pyKow ¢
KOJIbLIOM Ha 6€3MOJIBHOIO CTPaXXHHUKA.
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— Tw cka3an, 4YTO Ballle OpyXHe OTpABIAET BO3AYX...
Yyma!

— Jla! — OH OOJHUM r'HOKMM IBHXEHHEM BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH.
M nosepHyncs K Heil.

— Kax gaBHO cnyuymnach 312 yyma?

Xurenu Hop He BeayT OTCYET BpeMeHM, MM 3TO He
HyxHo. OIMH ce30H cneayet 3a ApyruM. ['oBopsT Tak: 3to
MPOM301IUIO0, KOTJa peKa pa3iwiach M yToHynH ['aMens U ero
XEeHIIMHAa; WIK 3To ObUIO B ce30H, Koraa Poco npuHsnu B
I'unbauio BopoB, YTO6bl OH NOAHHUMAICSA O BepEBKE, — TaK
.3anoMuHaloT BpeMa B Hopax. Ecnin B 'mnbausix u Benércs
c4ét net, CuMca 06 3ToM He 3Haer. Ho oHa moctapanach
BCMIOMHUTb, KOTAAQ B TNoOCJEeIHUi pa3 npuxoawn Kk Pepsap
Xyno# 4eJloBeK C COKpPOBHILAMH.

3T10 6BL1 MEJIKMIT peyHOoil Topropel, KOTOpbIii Mor 3apabo-
TaTb TOJILKO Ha TNPOKOpM cebsi U CBOEro 3KHuIaxa M3 IBYX
MapHeH, TaKMX Xe HUIUMX U TONOAHBIX, KAK M OH caM, —
ecau nose3€r. CHMca Hayana 3armbaThb nasblbl.

— JBeHanuaTth ce30HOB Ha3an npuxoaun Tpar. OH Haw€n
y PeKy ymMHpaiouiero xureasa nycteiiu. [lomoxnan, nmoka Tot
yMep, ¥ 3abpai, 4To y Hero 6bp10, — CHMca HaxXMypuiach., —
Ho crapyxa cka3ana, 4To 3TH BelUM MNpOKIATH. 3amjaTwia
€My, Ho Npocuna 6onbule He NPpUHOCHTL. OHA 3aBepHY/a 3TH
BelllH BO MHOTO CJIOEB M BeJlesla 3aKOMaTb nol KaMHAMHU. Tam
O6bL1 Kako#i-TO KYBIUMH. Sl NMOMHIO: cTapyxa cripaliyMBaia
Tpara, oTyero ymep NMycTbIHHbIH 4Y€/OBEK; MOTOM OHa pac-
cepannach M cKasasna, YTo 3TO Obl AbSIBOJI, U YTO OH 3aTPOHYI
u Tpara. Y ToT B cTpaxe yweén. ... u 6onabile HUKOraa He
MpUXOaNI.

Crapyxy Henb3s 6bUl0 paccrnpauBaTh. CHMca ycBOWIa
3TOT YpOK TaK pPaHO, YTO U He NMOMHWIA, KOTAa ero He 3Hana.
U teneps, BcnomuHas, oHa BCE o6beNMHMNA: NpoOMNaBLIMiA
Tpar, ymMmupaioluuii 4elOBEK, paccKa3bl O TOM, YTO BCE XHTe-
JIM MYCTBIHU MCYE3NH, — BCE 3TO BAPYT CBA3IOCh B €€
CO3HaHHMM B OJHY LIEMNb.

— JlBeHanuaTh CE30HOB Ha3al, WecTb BallUX JeT, — ToM
CHOBa paccyxaan BCAyX. — OTH XMTENH NMYCTLIHH HaTKHY-
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JIUCh Ha pagHOaKTHBHbIE OCTAaHKM Kopabiisi, orpabunm ux ...

— OTa yyMma Takas Xe, YyTo ybuna TBOM Hapon Koraa-to?
Ho 3mech He 6bUIO BOWHBI.

— Ha, y Bac He O6bu10. Ho nBa Bpara, nBa kopabnsi, oqMH
OXOTHTCSl 32 APYTHUM; KOopabiib, NOATOHSIEMBIl CTpaXoM WIH
Xaxnoi Mectu. Kpyiuenue. Bcé cosnanaet! KnsHycs Myape-
uamu essaroro Kpyra, Bcé cosnagaeTt!

— Ho b1 Xe cka3an, 4To TBOS HaxolKa He M3 KOCMoca, —
HanoMHMWIa JeBYLIKa.

— JHa. OanHako 3TOT ¢yaep BMOJHE MOr TPWIETETh C
‘TaKoro Kopabnsi, Ha HEM MOIJIM YWTHM YLEJieBLINE, KOTOPBIX
MO-TNpeXHeMY NpeciielOBaIM.

— M xoTopble Tenmepb CTOAT 3ech — M TaM, — Cumca
ykKa3aja Ha OAHOIO CTpaXHHUKa, NnMoToM Ha apyroro. — Ho
noyeMy oHHM Tak ctosAT? S mocumrana ux crpaxHukamu. Ecau
OHM NOTHONH OT YyMbl WIH CPRXaJIUCh MU YOWIM ApYT ApYTa,
Mo4YeMy OHM TaK CTOSAT, Nno obe cropoHbl mytu? Tak crosATr
cTpaXHHUKM ['Mabauu nepen ABepblo, Kyda MOTYT BOMTH TOJIb-
KO 3HaTHbIE.

ToM MeoneHHO MOBEPHYJ roJIOBY, pa3riisiabiBas BHayajle
OIHO, NMOTOM IpyToe HeMoIBHXHOEe Teso B ckKadaHape.

— T npaBa, — 3anyMuHMBO cKa3an oH. — HMx Tak octaBu-
JIM HApOYHO, MOXET, KaK GTPaXHMKOB, a MOXET, IO APYToii
NMpHYMUHE.

— OHH... — BCNOMHHUB, YTO OHa YyBHAEJa B KpYTJIOM
uieme, CuMca ¢ TpyooM IJIOTHY/IAa W NPOJOJDKHIA, CTapasiCh
TOBOPUTb CMOKOIHO, — OHM MNpHUHaANexaT TBoeMy Hapoay?
Thl MOXellb 3TO OMNpeaeanuTs?

— He Moero poma, — yBepeHHo oTBeTWw1 ToM. — 310
BoMHbl. [locne Toii maBHeli KaTacTpodbl Ha Moeil IUlaHeTe
06pa3 XH3HU COBEPLIEHHO U3MEHWICS. Mbl Mowau no apy-
roMy NyTH, KOTOpbI He BeA€T K BoiHe. Ecnm Mbl y6uBaeM,
— AeBylLIKa yBHMAeNa, KaK OH B3IPOTHY1 MU Ha MTHOBEHHE
nocTapen NpsMoO Ha Ifla3aX, — €cJIH Mbl CO3HaTeJbHO OTHH-
MaeM XM3Hb, 3a HCKITIOYEHHE CllyyaeB, KOTAa 3TO HYXHO LA
crnaceHHUsl APYTMX, B HallleM MO3Iy HayMHaeT NeHCTBOBATh
ocoOblii MeXaHU3M M Mbl yMHUpaeM. Mbl Gosnblue He moau!
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CuMca He MOHKMMAJIa, O Y€M OH FOBOPHT, HO NMOYYBCTBOBA-
J1a, YTO 3TO YTO-TO yXacHoe. U noaymana, 4yTo Henb3s naBaTh
eMy AyMaTb O TOM, YTO BHI3BAJIM €€ CJIOBa.

— 3HayMT, OHM He c TBoeii IwiaHeTbl. Ho Beab Thl 3Haellb
M Apyrde Hapoanl. Moxelnb cKa3aTh, OTKyna OHM?

— 3710 1 y3Hao! — ToM NpOTAHYN PYKYy M TNOJOXWI
cTepXeHb Ha caHM. CuMca yBHIeNa, KaK NONATWINCh OT HEro
3opcaibl, KaKk OyATO 3BEpbKH OLUYTWIH TEMHYIO CHIY 3TOTO
opyxus. — [a, 310 1 y3Hawo!

I'naea 11

— Hrak, — Cumca BcTtajla, — B KaKOM HamnpaBJI€HHH
6ynem uckatb? 3opcasibl MOIyT OTBICKMBATh TOJILKO XHBOE.
MepTBelOB B MEPTBOM MeTajUle OHM He OyayT MCKaThb.

JIBa KpLUIaTHIX OXOTHHMKAa CHOBa B3JIeTeJIM C caHeill U
MOHECJMCh Haa 3eieHblo. CHMca aoragbiBajiach, YTO OHH
MpOroJioJaluch W OTNPABWINCh Ha OXOTy 3a AoObluei, o
KOTOpOH HX NMpeaynpeawin o6ocTpéHHbBIE YyBCTBA, XOTs HOYb
ewié ¥ He HacTynwia. MoXeT, B IyCTOM 3e/leHH Xapa M CBET
MM He Tak MelualoT. Unu xynaHue B 3ToM cTpaHHOM bacceii-
He noadoapHio MX, KakK €€, U OHX MOTIYT Tenepb BbLIEPXHBATh
IHEBHOM CBeT.

— Mu1? — Hayan 6buto ToM, M OeByilIka cpa3y NMOHsIA,
YTO OH OTKa3bIBaeT €ii B yyacTUM B nouckax. Ho CumMmca He
cobupaach OcTaBaTbCs 34€Cb, OKPYXEHHass MEPTBBLIMH 4Yy-
XXaKaMM, WIM rae-HUOynb el€, Kyaa OoTBeIET €€ dyxe3eMell,
noka caM GyneT pbicKaTb BOKPYT.

— Mu!' — TBEpOoo nosropwia Cumca. — Thl roBOpMLID,
YTO HalWEN pa3bUTLIH Kopabib. JlaxXe eciv OH He NpeaHa3Ha-
4eH [UIA 3BE3OHbIX MOJETOB, OH He MNpPHHANLJIEXHUT 3TOM
maHere. Ecin oH JleraeT Mo BO3AyXy, KaK €ro MOXHO
npocneauts? Bc€ paBHO 4TO mpociaeauTth Kopababn B Mope.

Korna ToM eii He OTBeTWI, AeBylika OLIyTHIA JErkoe
TopXecTBOo. [lycTb He dyMaeT 3TOT YyXe3eMell, YTO TOJIbKO
OH MOXET pacCyXaaTb JIOTMYHO.

— Iloxoxe, OHHU TaK OCTaBJIEeHbl 31ech He Oe3 cMbIcia, —
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CuMca cHOBa yKa3ana Ha MepTBeloB. — Ml OHH He Tak 1aBHO
sgech. S aymalo, 3To MecTo yXe ObUIO IaBHO 3a0BITO, KOoraa
OHM TIpHJIETENN ¢ Heba... — BnepBble AeBylIKa 3acTaBWia
cebs 3a0bITh O MEPTBLIX YyXaKaX M NMoAyMaTb O KAMEHHBIX
H3BasTHUAX B CTEHE, OCOOEHHO O TOM, KOTOpO€E TaK NOopaswig
€€, 3aCTaBWIO OLUYTHTb CTPaX M MOYYBCTBOBaTb ce0s1 HEYMC-
TOM. )

— 3710 MecTo, — nmnpoAoDKaja OHa Hocjie HedoNroro
KonebGaHMs, — NMPUHANJEXHUT Moeii naHeTe. A b6acceiH... —
NOYTH He CO3HaBas, 4YTO JieJIaeT, A€BYllKa MOTporajga KojabLo
Ha pykKe, MpoBeJia NaJibLieM MO KaMHIO, CTOJIb HallOMHHalo-
LIEMY CBOMM LIBETOM Boay B OacceliHe. — Mbl, xurenu Hop,
He MOMMMCS HUKakuM OoraM MAU cuiaaM, Kpome ymauu. A
CYMTAl0, YTO 3TO NMPABHIbHO: HYU MBI, HY Halia cyab6a HU Ans
Koro He uHTepecHbl. OfHaKO B 3TOM OacceiiHe 3aKiodyeHa
XN3Hb, — CuHMca ropopwia Tak, 6yaTo KTO-TO BK/IaablBaj
cqoBa eit B co3HaHue. OHa Tonbko mpom3Hocuna ux. Ho
CumMca Bepnia, YTO TOBOPHUT mpaBay. — He 3Halo, XTo OHHM
6putH, 3TH obuTaTenu XKecroxux l'op. OnHako y HUX MMe-
JIMCh CBOH TalfHbl, TaKHE Xe MOTy4YHe, KaK TUiaMsi CMEpPTH As
TBoero Hapoaa. YTo Thl NOYYBCTBOBaJ, KOTAA NpH1EN ciona?

— 3nmech npHUcyTcTBYeT Kakad-to ¢dopMma pannauum, —
cHoBa ToM HCNOIL30BaJ 3TO CJIOBO M3 COGCTBEHHOTO 3HAHMSI.
— Ho g He Mory eé uameputn. M s noyyscTBoBaj... 0OOHOB-
JIeHHe, KaK MHE KaXeTcs,, — OH HebpeXHo nepxan B pyKe
6pacneT, cIOBHO 3TO Obl1 HHYero He 3HayawMi nyctsaxk. U
.BaOpyr CHMca yBuaena, KaKk OH HEOXHWIaHHO CXajl Najlbubl U
NajoHb M Hanen Gpacner Ha pyKy. M TyT Xe HeaoyMEHHO
B3IJISHY/ Ha NOJIOCKY MeTllla, BUAHEBLIYIOCS M3-T0ll pyKaBa
€ro HHO3eMHOIo KocTIOMa.

— Tlouemy s 310 canenan? — Tom Obln Tak YAMBIEH,
CJIOBHO JeHCTBOBa/ MO NPHHYXICHHUIO, BbITIOJHAN 3alaHHe,
CMBICJIa KOTOPOTO He NOHMMal. — MHe nokasanoch, YTo Tak
HYXHO cllelaTb, HO... — OH TIPOTSAHYN PYKY K CTEpPXHI0, HO
Cpa3y OTAEPHYN €€ ¢ KPUKOM OOJIM M YAMBIICHHSI.

— A... oH 3anpeulaetr MHe Kacatbcs 3Toro! Ho 3To Xe
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6eaymue! Consue... y MEHS, JOJDKHO OBITh, CONTHEYHBI yaap...

Cumca ynbiOHynacbe. MTak, yymeca 3Toro Mecra He OfHO-
cropoHHHe. U y He€ HauDIOChb HEYTO TaKoe, YTO YAMBWIO
3TOrO 4YeJIOBEKa, C JIEFKOCThIO paccKa3bIBaBLUEro 06 yHHYTO-
XEHHMH IUIAaHET U O BOMHAaX, KOTOpbIE OXBAaThIBAIOT JIETHOHBI
3BE3N.

— HagepHoe, cyliecTByeT opyXHe, KOTOPOro He MOHHUMa-
€T ¥ TBO¥M Hapol, — AeBYWIKA NMPUIOLHSIA CBOE OXeEpeJibe C
IpyadH M TOACTaBWIA KAaMHH COJIHUY. — Tbl Hall€n omHy
3araaky, 3BE3HLINA YesJoBeK. MOryT CylllecTBOBaTh U ApyTHeE.

A ToM no-npexHeMy cCMOTpesl Ha OpacleT, XOTS H He
neiTancs: ero cHATb. OQHAKO OH He NMpobGoBan CHOBa B3AThb
opyxHe 3HakoMoro eMmy THna. CuMca BBITSHYJA PYKy Tak,
4yTo6b! 3acc cmoma 3abpaTbcsi Ha CBOE OOBIYHOE MECTO Ha
wieye nepywiku. [logHuMasncs Betep, 3allleslecTeNId JIMCTbS H
BETKH. XOTS POC/IH OHM TaK FyCTO, YTO ObUIO HEMOHSATHO, KakK
npobupayvch K HUM CTPYItKM Bo3ayxa. [leByiika nocMoTpena
Ha Hebo. K ceBepy cobpannch Tydn — OHa HMKaK He
OXHAaJia 3TOTO B IMYCTbIHE U B Hayasle ce3oHa. CTeMHelo, HO
3TO XOPOLIO 3HAKOMO BCEM, KTO XOTb pPa3 NepexXui BNaXHbIH
CE30H.

CuMca noBepHy/ach JJMLOM K CTPaXXHHKY C IPYToM CTOpoO-
Hbl NYTH.

— Byner noxas, — oHa yka3ajia Ha Ty4H. — XOTS B TaKoe
BpeMsi Oypsi ManoBepOsiTHA, 1 BCE Xe AyMalo, YTO HaM CTOUT
nouckarbr ybexuuie. Tbl roBopHIlIb, YTO B 3THX 3BE3AHBIX
Kopabnsix onacHocTb. MoxXeT, NoHaEM B IpYTYI0 CTOPOHY?

OnHako He ycneJM OHM TPOHYTbCH, KaK Ha HUX oOpylumI-
C HEOXHIAaHHBIH MIKBajJ, NPHUXBAaTHB C CcobON THEBHO
KpHMyalumMx 3opcajioB. B MX Kpukax ciblliancsi ¥ cTpax, Kak
Nnokxasasnoch JeBylKe. 3opcabl YUENHINHCh 32 CaHH M AepXa-
JINCh KPENKO, OCKIMB 3yObl. BbUIO COBepllleHHO O4YeB<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>